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especially from Great Britain Here, as elsewhere in

Canada, there are sources of information by the use of
which the Investor may guarded from those who, hav-
ing something to sc1l b ition or otherwise, are not
regardful of the trutl efforts to be suceessful
In thig Provinee, with its « ive unleveloped areas of
conl, fron. copper | cte it remarkable timber and
still more remarkable fisheri its rich valleys capable
of bountiful prod of fruits, vegetables and other
farm produce \ vell as of live stock, it I8 not easy to
Ruess eithe the | to it ventual greatness or the
rate of ity progr latively to its extended area

As elsewhe farm lands continue to advance in price
und xo do fruit lands, but the railway clopment in
the notthern part of the Provinee and In other districts
will give the settler withont capital his pathway to sue-
CORS The growth of cithe in Hritish Columbia is so
rapid that Jarge quantiti of foodstuffs have at present

to be imported from the United States, and it can readily
be con that agricultural settlement is necessary and
should he profitable Frait growers had a profitable
season both as to yield and to pri although the total
vield i not large compared with what it will be when

the areas being planted vear after vear are in bearing
Ranchmen and grazier had a good winter, and prices
were high when their stock was marketed

The salmon cateh was 7 against 629,460
cases In 1906, the yvear of natural comparigon, the in-
erense being in the eateh on the northern rivers, while
fishine on the Fraser River was again unsatisfactory
I'his industry was perhaps never in such a <ound condi
tion financially, nor so capably managed hy the canners

P00 ecases,

With proper protection to the fish, and no effort should
bhe spared to assure t <. salmon fishing may be preserved
as one of the leading sources of wealth in this Province

In halibut fishing we own
wealth, but we regret to have to repeat that nothing of
much practical value is g done to stop the extensive
poaching by Americans If by indifference or because
of the great diMienlty of making Government helieve that
vigorous action s necessary we are robbed of the value
of this natural asset, the damage to Canada will be in-
caleulable Deep-sea fishing is onr opportunity to build
up on the Pacific coast communities of white fishermen
without which we shall suffer as a nation in a lnm'l;
more serfous manner than from the mere loss of money
Capital In a large way awaits the development of Pacifie
const fishing Markets exist in our own country, and
halibhut and herring fishing, if protected, will excoed the
great salmon industry Shall we preserve our rights?

The market for lumber opened in good shape, but
business was checked sharply by the fear of crop failure
in the prairie provinces It fmproved again, however,
when actual results were hetter known.  Business arising

another great source of

from rallway W mining work and from buoilding in
cittes continued to be active throughout the year. Dur-
ing the dull months there was considerable cutting of

prices but thig was not so menacing to the prosperity
of the mills as the dumping of United States lumber in
Canada, owing to the dull state of trade in that country
The cost of lumber s increasing in British Columbia
for various reasons, and a corresponding increase and
groater stabllity in prices seem essential.  The immediate
outlook for thig very important industry is good, apart
from the prospect of more dumping from United States
manufacturers

In mining the most importunt
chase of the Dunsmulr coal mines by a company formed
for the purposs A very large increase in the output
% contemplated  In the Crow’s Nest and adjacent coun-
try there has been a great deal of activity in dealing In
coal lands, and considerable development work has been
done, whiclh will undonbtedly result in a much enlarged
output in a fow years The production of coal by the
extablished mines has been irregular, and at the end
of the year some mines were closed and some hundreds
of miners discharged The total output for British Co
flumbia in 1910 was 23,008.000 compared with
240,000 tons in 1909, one small mine, which declines to
report, being In ench case excinded Copper mining and
smelting in the Boundary country have had another good
yoear The additional increase in the capacity of the
smelters now makes it possible to treat about 2,500,000
tons of ore annually, with a further material reduction
in cost The quantity of ore mined during 1910 was
1,699,000 tons, compared with 1,694,000 tons in 1909
The price of copper averaged 12.86 cents per pound,
agnlnst 12 04 cents in 1909, but despite the low grade

incident was the pur-

tons,

JANUARY 13, 1011

of the ore, the processes are now go perfect that the
companies did fairly well A slight inerease in price is
expected, and is much to be desired.  Labor conditions,
which have in recent years been unsatisfactory, and
which resulted in a strike for two months at one of the
smelters, are now greatly improved because of hetter
relations between the mine owners and the union. Trans-
portation facilities are being greo atly improved, there is
a prospect of obtaining coal of good coking quality in
the Boundary country, and other interests besides min-
ing are actively engaged. There has been an  improve-
ment in the mining conditions of the Kootenays, more
capital seeking investment there and more development
work having been done on old and new properties,  The

total value of the ores smelted at Trail was about the
came as in 1909 hetween five and six million dollars
Ore in some mines has oeen found at depths of from

1.000 to 1,150 feet, and other mines are working suc-
cogsfully at lower levels than in the past. Conditions
as a whole have not been so hopeful for many years.
Much interest awaits the result of experiments by the
Dominion Government looking to a better  system  of
treating the silver-lead ores so as to save the large pro-
portion of zine which is now lost.

While the growth of the city of Vancouver is more
ovident to the outsider, it is only an example of the
progress in all Western towns and cities, The assess-
ment value in 1910 is four times that of 1905, the build-
ing permits and clearing house returns are over five
times as large, and the custom house returns are nearly
four times as large as in that year.

YUKON DISTRICT.

The gold mining interests in the Yukon district have
been passing through a period of change from small
holdings with inadequate appliances to  large mining
companies with the most advanced machinery, so that
while the population is still shrinking the output is in-
creasing and wages for all classes are still very high.
Extensive power plants have been erected, what is said
to be the largest gold-gravel digging dredge in the world
is at work, while by the use of steam pipes one company
has increased by 42 the number of working days in 1910
as compared with 19049, The output will be from
$14,000,000 to $4,500,000 in value, an inerease of about
10 per cent. over the figures of 1904,

UNITED STATES.

Conditions generally have not been as prosperous in
the United States as in Canada, althouxn there are not-
able exceptions in some districts.  Dissatisfaction because
of the non-revision of the tariff and the high cost of
living, concern at the falling off in exports and disgust
at the exposures of commerecial and public corruption,
are responsible for this, rather than any failure in crops
or natural resources.

In Washington the wheat and other grain crops were
smaller than in 1909, and farmers who had made the
mistake of holding in 1909 had to sell this year at lower
prices. This pressure to gell, however, was largely due
to extensive land speculation by farmers, happily checked
for the time being.  With a smaller yield and lower
prices, this has been one of the poorest of recent years.

Fruit growing is increasing rapidly, especially in the
irrigated districts, apples being the main crop. Of about
400,000 acres under irrigation probably 60,000 to 70,000
acres are orchard lands, and these are being increased
at the rate of about 20,000 acres a year. Only a small
portion is in bearing, but the product in money this
vear was about $7,000,000 or £%,000,000, of which about

000,000 was from apples.  We hope that by next year
proper statistics will be available. Daieging in this mild
climate makes rapid progress but no actual figures are
available

The salmon and halibut industries have both had an
excellent season, and prices have been so high that almost
without exception the dealers are in very easy circum-
stances

The lumber trade promised well in the spring but
conditions during most of the year were quite unsatis-
factory Large stocks had been manufactured, and
pressure to sell bronght prices down to very unprofitable
figures, so that even logs, which in this district are so
near the mill as to permit of the supply being easily
regulated, fell sharply in price.  While the unsatis-
tactory conditions are mainly due to the state of trade
in the United States generally, they are also due appar-
ently to overproduction, a difficult matter to control




