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The United Presbyterian Church of
America has a “Committes of Ways and
Means.” 1lnie committee works for the

of the Dy ination in the land.
They have found that a great source of
power is to promote the circulation
among the members of their own peri-
odicals. There are five of these. The

advance, $1.50.

SPECIAL OFFER.—Any one sending us
FIVE new names and $.00 will be en-
titled to & FREE copv for twelve
months.

The date on the label shows to what
time the paper is paid for. Notify the
r.n:.lll.nhn at once of any mistake In

Paper s continued until an order is
sent for 'dlnonunum. and with it

Send ali remittances by check, money
order. r registered letter, made payable
to the DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.,

When the address of yoWr paper ls to
be changed, send the old as well as new
addresa.

sent every pastor a blank
asking for the names of every family in
the church mot already supplied with
some denominational periodical, and it
made arrangements that every such fam
ily should receive at least three gonsecu-
tive numbers of each of the Church or
gans. The committee will later make a
direct appeal to each family to subsaribe
for at least one or two of these periodi
cals. ¥t is utterly impossible for any
man or woman to be an intelligent
Church member without reading regu
larly a Church paper,” is the commit:

THE TROUBLE WITH CARD-PLAY-
ING.

There are two fundamental objections
to card-playing which would seem to out-
weigh heavily any benefits that it may
offer. These two are: Its recognition of
chance as an important factor; ite asso-
ciation with a gambling, dissolute ele-
ment of society.

Most games of cards ..e based upon
chance as the leading factor, rather than
ekill. There ie, of couree, plenty of op-
portunity to uee ekill in playir.g the
cards which chance has given one; but
there is a well-recognized, eharply de-
fined line of distinction between cards,
and checkers, chese, tennis, bowling,
ang the like. The latter are gamee of
skill; the former is a game of chance.
And the practical question for young
people and adults alike #o consider is
this: Do I want to , in my

tee's promising declarati Ap
parently its crucade meets favor amoung

Jample cuples sent upon
————
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THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN,

the past ana eldership. A clerk of
session is quoted as writing—“May the
Lord bless you- I believe you have
struck at the root of the matter, and
hope you will never cease until

an element—ch or

luck—which has no recogmition by sen-
sible, successful people im any other
branch of life; or shall I make my am-
t bute to my 1 effi-

ciency by their cultivation of ekillt And

is attained.”

3. O. Drawor 563,

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
Manager and Editor.

O1TAWA, WEDNESDAY, OCT. 28, 1008

The Presbytery of Montreal has
dopted a mi ssing the Pres-
bytery's sense of the loss the city and
district has sustained by the death of
the Right R d Bishop Carmichael
and deep sympathy with the deceased
prelate’s family.

The Rev. Dr, Walter Chalmers Smith,
senior minister of the United Free High
Church in Edinburgh, and the last of a
literary coterie which included Professor
Blackie and Professor Masson, is dead.
His collected poems have passed through
two editions, Mr. J. M. Barrie was one
of his Bible class students.

Many young people fail because they
are not willing to work. They complain
that nobody will give them a chance and
that others with a “pull” get ahead of
them. They do not seem to realize that
the most effective pull in this world is
hard work coupled with clean living. A
writer has well said “that these young
people do not seem to be willing to
buckle down to hard work and qualify
‘themselves for the many enviable open-
ings that are accorded them.”

The Jewish people insist on many oe-
casions that they are a most exemplary
pecple, and free from the vices and
crimes of ordinary populations, Bui the
Police Commissioner of New York re-
cently made the statement that one-half
of the crime in New York is committed
by Hebrews, and says that the most ex-
pert of street thieves are Jewish boys un-
der sixteen years of age. There is evi-
dently great room for the work of Chris-
tain missions among a people of whom
these things are true.

How would it do for the Presbyterians
of Canada to take a hint from their
brethren in the United States. Here we
have four papers—and all of them could
b made immensely more effective and
useful by giving them a Lu'Qy ded

when parente are idering the quee-
tion of their children's amusements at
the most impressionable time of life,
the choice of these two opposing tenden-
cies, skill anq luck, as tendencies of life
to be encouraged and developed by the
children's games, offers food for pretty

circulation,

CLOSING OF CHURCHES,

The “Scottish Review” refers unfavor-
ably to the practice of closing some
churches in towns during part of the
summer. The practice began in the
United States, where oity churches
closed in the greai Leat because most
of the ocongregation had gone from
home. In Great Britain and Ireland
there is no such summer heat, and no
such absence from home of whole con-
gregations.” The writer marks the dan-
ger to the spiritual life in closing even
for a month the wellloved House of
God, where the worshipper feels most
uhomo,andumytrom'hhhmy
persons cannot enjoy the service. And
these are often the best and worthiest
Church members. The effect on the out-
siders, he thinks, is bad. People un-
friendly to Religion will say, “Why
should they close their churches if reli-
gion is the life-and-death matter they
pretend to believe it? On thelr own show-
ing it is not the urgent matter that they
would have us believe; or, if it is, they
are lacking in the earnestness and de-
vetion which ought to characterize

m." He concludes that the ‘ever

«pen door” is the true policy for the,

Church in these days.

On Monday, Nov. 9, the Rev. James
Barclay, “D.D., LLD., will have been
twenty-five years pastor of St. Paul's
church, Montreal, and in honor of this
oocasion the kirk session and the board
of trustees intend having a social gath-
ering of the congregation, when an ad-
dress and presentation will be made to
their spiritual adviser.

Cards and card-playing are peculiarly
iated with the gambl drinki

diseolute elements of society. Probably
no other form of game has this associa-
tion to any such degree. The chance or
luck elements makes a etrong appeal to
those human beings who have little to
do with honest effort and clean, high-
class ekill as their chief asset in lifa.
Inasmuch as cards have been appropriat-
ed, therefore, by the worst and lowest
elements in society, do we want to open
ouf own homes to a debauched amuse-
ment? Do we want our boys to become
adepts, in the home, at a game which,
in college or out in the world, will make
it easy and tempting for them to get
into close aseociation with men whoee
life ang practises are wholly unworthy,
Even if the amusement were innocent
and harmless in itself, its associations
are such as to make its adoption a fair
i But ite iati are the

& 1

logical of its inh

nees; and the combination of these two
faots is sufficient, in the minds of many,
to put the game clean over the border-
line and into the realm of practises that
are beyond debate.

According to the “Christian Intelli-
,"?h announced in lnmc‘:;:
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