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NEWLY DISCOVERED JEWISH 
DOCUMENTS IN EGYPT.

Egypt were overthrown, no one injured 
anything in this temple.” In 
words we have a complete verification 
of the favorable attitude toward Jewish 
worship and religion ascribed by the 
Old Testament writers to the Persian 
kings.

tnd ««orifices of the Mosaic law were 
performed. The temple was not a syna
gogue. but a temple like that #*f Jeru
salem, "r the temple afterward Imilt 
by Oniae at Tel el Yehudiya in northern 
Egypt, for which therefore as we now 
know, there has already l>een a prece-

The discovery of the "Aneaun Papyri” 
ait once excited the attention of the 
learned world, and in 1904 I superin
tended eonie excavations for the Egypt
ian Service of Antiquities on the spot 
where they were said to have been 
found. But unfortunately, I was oblig
ed to close the work after a few daye, 
as the season was getting late, the Nile 
was low. and T had to return to El- 
Kab in order to finish the excavait lone 
T had l>een carrying on there for «orne 
yearn with Mr. Somers Clarke. A year 
or two later, however, the German and 
French governments obtained concee 
si on* by which the mounds of 

were divided

By Professor A. II. Sayecs, D.D., LL.D.,
Egypt is continually furnishing fresh 

surprises to the archeologist, and hktor 
ian. as well an to the student of the Old 
Testament. The latest diecovery has 
been that of a series of Jewish docu
menta written hv the oontemporaries of 
Ezra and Nehemiah, and throwing un
expected light on the later historical 
book» of the Hebrew Scriptures.

The town of Assuan, the Seveneth of 
Ezekiel 29:10. is built at the southern 
frontier of Egypt, and immediately op 
posite to it lies the little island of Ele 
phantine. An important citv once stood 
at the southern end of Elephantine, 
from which came the Pharaohs 
fifth and sixth dynasties, and which 
lasted down the age of the Arab con
quest of Egypt. Its site is now marked 
hy mounds which for many years past 
have yielded a rich harvest to the "se 
hakhin."—that is to say. the searchers 
for the nitrogenous dust which is used 
as manure in Egypt. Hundreds of pote- 
herds have t>een found in them, cover 
ed with Greek writing, and containing 
receipts for the payment of taxes in the 
Ptolemaic and Roman periods. One or 
two "ostraea.” as these inscribed pots
herds are called, have also been found 
with Aramaic inscriptions upon them 
instead of Greek. The alphabet of the 
inscriptions preceding the Christian era. 
while the language of them resembled 
the eo-called biblical Chaldee. But 
they were very difficult to decipher, ow
ing to their broken and obliterated con
dition and the \ery small number that 
w>re known.

Seven venro 
hands of the 
about to destroy them, two of these

rroved to
Aramaic for "Chaldee”) dialect and 
alphabet, hv Tews who were settled at 
Assuan and Elephantine, where they 
carried 
money
The persons mentioned on the ostraea 
were the same as those whose names 
occurred in the papyrus.
Persia’s Friendliness to Judaism Strik

ingly Proved.

Ezra and Nehemiah Confirmed.

Alter the destruction of their temple 
the Jews at Assuan and Elephantine, 
with their wives and children, “put on 
sackcloth, and fasted, and prayed to 
Yahu, the God of Heaven,” who heard 
their prayer, and punished the evil 
doers, Vidrang losing all his possessions, 
and “all the 
against this temple" being sjain. Mean 
while, the Jews had written "to Jeho- 
lianan, the high priest, and his 
panions, the priests in Jerusalem, and 
to Ostanes, his brother, whose (Jewish) 
name is Anani, and to the noble- of 
the Jewj; but they sent no letter" in re 
ply. Jehohanan is called Johanan in 
Nehemiah 12: 22, and a few years later 
was heavily fined by Bagoas for the 
murder of his brother in the temple at 
Jerusalem, 
to the communication from Egypt, the 
Elephantine Jews determined to apply 
directly to Bagoas, telling him that if 
lie would give permission for the restor
ation of their sanctuary "we will offer 
meal offerings and frankincense and 
burnt-offerings upon the altar of Yahu 
the God in thy name. And we will pray 
for thee at all times, we and our wives 
and our children, and all the Jews who 
are here, if thou doest thus, until this 
temple is rebuilt. And thou shalt have 
a portion before Yahu, the God of Hea
ven, from every one who offers to Him 
burnt offering and sacrifices, of the 
value of one thousand silver talent.V 
The memorialists conclude by saying 
that they have already written on the 
matter to Delaiah and Shelemiah, "the 
sons of Sanaballat, the gove 

date, which

who wished evil

of the

Klepmntine
them, and in the spring 
German expedition under

lief ween 
of 1907. a 
Dr. Ruben 

sohn was exploring the northwestern 
portion of them, while the eminent 
French scholar. Professor Clermont- 
Ganneau, was at work at the south 
eastern end. The place where the papyri 
had been found fell within the German 

es, and here, accordingly, further dis 
coveries of even greater interest awaited 
the explorers.

In the ruins of two adjoining houses 
two collections of papyrus roll 
again found, all belonging to the Jew 
ish colony, and written in Aramaic. 
Among the 
or psalms which have not vet been thor 
oughly examined. But three of them 
have turned out to tie of such surpass 
ing historical interest that their editor. 
Professor Sachan, determined to pub 
lish them at once.

As he returned no answer

lin

in are narratives and poems

ago I rescued from the 
"aehakhin." who were

ica, larger and more legible than 
.1. with a oaipvms that had been dhi
red along with them. The papyrus 

be a document written in the

Two of the papyri are copies of the 
same document, a memorial sent by the 
Jews of Elephantine to Bagoas, the gov- 

a, complaining that ’heir 
had been plundered and 

third

ernor of Sa
has lieenmaria.” whose 

disputed, is thus finally fixed.ernor of Judea 
temple there 
destroyed, while the 
order for its restoration. The memorial 
is dated November, 408 B. C., only 
twenty four years after Nehemiah’- sec 
ond visit to Jerusalem (Neh. 13: 6), and 
is written in the name of “ZedonUh

There is no space here for discussing 
the many questions which this remark 
able document raises. At all events, it 
proves that the prohibition to erect a 
temple and carry on the regular temple 
service elsewhere than in the central 
sanctuary at Jerusalem was not consid
ered to lie binding outside Palestine :t- 
-elf. But we can easily understand 
that the high priest and his companions 
at Jerusalem would not be anxious to 
-e« the Elephantine temple restored. 
That it was re-built, however, we learn 
from the third papyrus, which contains 
the answer of Racoas, and reads as fol
lows: "Thou shalt say in Egypt liefore 
Arsames (the governor) concerning the 
altar-house of the God of Heaven, which 
•'"as built liefore our time, before Cam- 
1 i.vses, in Elephantine, which Vidrang 
. . . destroyed in the fourteenth year 
of Kin/ Darius, that it is to lie rebuilt 
in its place as it was liefore, and that 
meal offering» and frankincense shall be 
offered upon this altar, as was done for
merly.”

The answer of the Persian government 
shows how true to historical fact are the 
statements of the books of Ezra and » 
Itemi.ah in regard to the relations be
tween the Persian kings and their Jew 
ish subjects. The Jew« and their relig
ion. it is clear, were looked upon with 
special favor at the ^Persian court. As 
orders were issued «tor the restoration 
of the temple at Jerusalem, so a similar 
order was issued for the restoration of 
that at Elephantine as soon as the story 
of its destruction became known to the 
higher authorities. So, too, when the 
temples of Egypt had been plundered

contains the
on the busines of banking and 

lending under the Persian kings.

and his companions, the priests in Fie 
phantine." It liegins hy praying that 
"our Lord, the God of Heaven.”
grant peace to Bagoas, and "mercy in 
the sight of King Darius." and goes on 
to say that the priests of the Egyptian 
god Khnub. or Klumtn, had tak«n ad 
vantage of the temporary absence of the 
P«r- an governor of A»suan to brilv hi- 
deputy, Vidrang, who a ••■ordinglv had 
given permission for the Jewish temple 
in Elephantine to be destroyed. Then- 
upon Vidrmg’e son. who was in com 
mend of the garri-on. ‘Med out the 
Egyptians with other forces." "they eu 
tefed thi« temple and razed it to the 
ground, break ng in pieces the pillars 
of -tone." They also destroyed its 
"-even great gates of hewn stone." e« 
well a- "the bronze hinges of the doors," 
and “they burnt with fire” the roof of 
eedar wood and the stucco of th- wall- 
"And the howls of gold and silver, and 
whatever else was In the temple, they 
♦ook and appropriated to themselves." 
Then comes the important statement 
that the temple had been built “in the 
davs of the kings of Egvpt," before the 
Persian conquest, so ti nt its builders 
must have been either the .Tews who 

into^ Egypt with Jeremiah, or their 
•ons. "When Camhvses came up into 
Egypt, the memorial goes on to say, 
“he found this temple built; and.’ 
though the temples of the gods of

Three years later the "sebakhin” made 
a et ill more important discovery. A 
wooden box was found containing a 
number of large papvrne rolls all tied 
round with string which was fastened 
with clav scale. The mile were bought 
hv Lady William Cecil and Mr. Mond, 
who gave them to the Cairo Museum, 
ami Mr. Mond generously bore all the 
extiensee of their publh-atinn, which 
was undertaken hy Mf. Cowley and my
self. The documents were all dated, the 
earliest in the reign of Xerxes I (471 B. 
€.). the lateeit in that of Dariue IT (411 
B.C.), and they all belonged to the Jew
ish colony at Ae-nan. This colony was 
larce and wealthy, and owned a good 
deal of house property in Elephantine. 
The papyri throw considerable light on 
the laws under which they lived, 
r-rppeiallv upon those relating to mar 
rin"0 and inheritance, and they also ex 
l ’aIn the origin of biblical "Chaldee.” 
"hich was the official A ramie language 
of the western provinces of the Persian 
empire, as spoken and written by Jews. 
Put the moat curious fact disclosed by 

papvri is that there was a temple 
*«f v«hu—the Jehovah of the Authorized 
Von-ion—bv the side of the public street 
m Elephantine, where the stated ritual *


