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SOMETHING T DO.

I 8
A GREAT CITY DESTROYED.C»t Doeliien PrtsbvitrUi •

Sum: congregations, iu admitting new 
lueinlieiii, nave Iheui sign a turn, mousing 
one or two dviwiimeut* ot church lite in 
winch to give service. The result la the follow etl hy an unviHitrullablti lire, haa 
incomer» become speedily interested, as practically destroyed the metropolis of the 
well a» acquainted, and do not start in Vaeilie coast, was just twenty eight see-
wilil the lalse notion that they are to be «unis in duration. It was l'olloweil by
merely receivers ol benelit, and not, giver» other shocks later, but it was the lirai 
It seems an ubsurdily to add constantly to 
tlie memlH-relm» roll a large number ot 
persona who at once sink back tulo non 
active, purely receptive pew-holders. It is 
astonishing to Imd how many church mem
bers there are who believe in the prox) 
system ot religion and cougreguiioual hie.
Inal is not the true ideal ot a Christian 
organization. "All at it, and always 
It, is mi ideal much worthier ol living de

Half a century in building, half a minute 
in falling that is in brief the story of Han 
Francisco, Tim earthquake shock which.
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shock that did the ilamagv, and which 
started the uiiillugratiou that completed 
the city's ruin. With gas escaping eevry- 
wlieiv from the broken g is main* to aid iu 
the quick spread of the tînmes, and with 
the supply of water cut off by reason of 
tin: broken water mains, the.citizens were 
next to helpless as the liâmes swept first 
over the hmsness section and then sproul 
to the residence m-ction until 200,000 i**o- 
plc were rvnderctl homeless in twenty-four
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II.id it not lava that the full force of the 
shock was limited to the Inisine** section 
amt vamv at an hour when that section 
was comparatively deserted, San Francisco 
might have furnished a low of life equal to 
that sien when Lisbon was destroyed by 
an earthquake ami sixty thousand person* 
were killed. Had the stone walls of San 
Francisco's tall steel structures fallen a 
few hours Inter into streets teeming with a 
busy throng, Imd the big department 
stores col la | wed when lilleil with shoppers, 
there would have liven thousands of deaMis 
where there were hundreds. It was liud 
enough, Il vu vvn knows, as it was; hut how 
mtivli worse it might have been! The city 
van Ik» and will Is* rebuilt ami its beauty 
and prisqierity may in the years to come 
la* really viihaiat'd by the ixitaetrophe.

It is the suddvnncsa of a calamity of this 
kind that gives it its most dreadful 
and Huit for the time being stun* the mind 
and paralyzes the will. Here is the ac
count of one of the eye-witnesses of the 
scenes after the earthquake:

“Of tiw scenes which marked the trans
formation of this tlie gayest, most cureless 
lily on the continent into a wreck and a 
hell it is harder to write. Tliat the day 
started with a blind, general panic goes 
without saying. 1‘eoplc woke with a start 
to timl themselves Hung i 
such an earthquake as thi 
instinct to get out of doore, away from 
falling walls. The |>eople stumbled across 
the llooix of their heaving -Louses to find 
that even the good onMh upon which they 
jdaccd tlk-ir reliance was swaying and ris
ing and falling so that the sidewalks 
cracked and great rents o|iened in the 
ground.

THE MID-WEEK MEETING.

That the mid week meeting -or "prayer 
meeting," as it is sometimes called, tnougn 
why we du not know is lu a corn-id 
extent a lailui'i in puml ul atieudanee, it 
nut in some other respects, is aUni'lteU oy 
must. The exieul ol the lailuie, or suc
cess, as the vase may be, depeuus 
cumsluiiccs and surroundings. 'luere are 
midweek meetm 
called sUcceasl ul 
uurity. The causes lor such a stale ul ui- 
tairs have been utteu canvassed, out a re
mark made recently by a mut lier m Intel 
is nut without suggest iuii : "Tlie children 
are nut brought to the
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"1 lie King lias been pleased to appoint 
Lord Volvbiuuke .u be Lord High Commis
sioner to the (iencral Assembly ol tlie
Church ot he.it land. Lord Colbvooke is a 
diputj-lieutenant lor the county of Luu- 
arkshtre. His estate comprises some 30,- 
U0Ü acres, and hi 
Abiugton, is one of .lie 
appointed family seats t 
enjoys the friendship of the Prince ot 
\\ ales, who in August, 1003, pud him a 
visit ol" three weeks’

yer meeting, 
; lienee haveare uppureiitly not expected 

no traiumg in silcii attendauee; are train
ed, hi fact, to use tlie night ol the mid
week meeting lor other puiposes."aidencc, ( i lengumiur, 

i prettiest and best There is often, too, a formalism which 
suggests superbeiality rather than sin 
verity of petition.

count ry. He

There is a remedy, doubtless; the lack is 
not iu Clod.duration.

The Scottish correspondent of the Bel- 
last Witness writes:

Attention has been called to the Gaelic 
sppjilenivnt of the "Highland With 
an official United Free Church paper
Kiigli-b pert 1s iiiivwvptioiiablv in lorn- 
hut ti.uisLitions of the Gaelic jsigvs have 
liven given to the public, and some of these 
are |«iiiiful reading. They make many 
strange chargee against the Free Church, 
of which some of them are comic in their 
absurdity, us, for example, that the Free 
Church is welcoming “voluntaries” and 
users of hymns anil organs, and jieople who 
don't believe in verbal inspiration. All 
this may In- true, but it docs not become 
the United Free Church to take the place 
of accuser on any of tliese counts. These 
articles cannot be seen before publication 
by the leaders of the United Free Church, 
who are not strong in knowledge of Gaelic. 
Men like Principal Rainy would 
sent to these railings.

TIME FOR EVERYTHING.

It was a saying of George Macdonald, 
the great novelist who died leoeutly, 
"There's time for everything," »o sure was 
lie that, in the wise planning of every life 
by its Giver and Guide, the task would lit 
the hour and the hour the task . It wa* us 
it each Meeting moment were a golden set
ting waiting to be tilled with the precious 
jewel ot some useful deed.

.'Tlie m the floor. In 
s it is the human

Share this belief and much of tliv worry 
that irets and fevers will vanish. Ix-t 
duty alter duty add itself to the pile that 
rises up before us. What matters it when 
we know tliat for each there are its allot
ted moments, never too short, never too

"The three minutes which followed were 
an eternity of terror. Probably n dozen or 

none died of pure fright in that 
os, when there seemed no help 
heaven. There was a roar in

more pe 
three miliUt 
in earth or 
the air like a great hurst of thunder and 
from all iilsmt came the crash of falling 
walls. It died down ut last, leaving the 
earth quaking and quivering like jelly. 
Men would run forward, stop as another 
shock, which might he greater any mo
ment, seemed to take the earth from under 
their feet, nnd throw themselves face 
downward on the ground in an agony of 
fear."

ur, us well, to dili- 
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urdening tlie next with 
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The lielief is a spu 
gem e. Waste the 
stunt, anil we are b 
a load which it 
Rut if we till it with its appointed work, 

forward to the next tiling with 
. end undivided energy. Free

never con-

wa* not
The Presbyterian College, Halifax, closed 

. with appropriate ceremonies on Wednes- 
cek. Four students completed their 

expected that next year's 
graduating class will lie the largest in the 
history of the college. Rev. l>r. Currie 
then presented to the principal for the de
gree of Doctor of Divinity: Tlie Rev. T. 
Chalmers .Tuck, now minister of St. Mat
thew's Church. North Sydney, the Rev. 
P. A. MncCurdy, agent of the church, and 
Rev. Andrew Robertson of St. Andrew's 
Church. St. John's. Newfoundland. Tlie 
principal called upon Dr. Robertson to ad
dress the convocation and the newly de
corated Doctor gave an exceedingly forc
ible and appropriate address. His plea for 
a devout life was most impressive. A fea
ture of the proceedings was a spirited ad
dress by Lieut, 
received with warm applause, “Pray for 
the pew: prepare for the pew; have your 
mind tilled, saturated with the truth:

we can

from anxiety about the demands of the 
future, giving ourselves wholly to meet 
those of the now, we shall work with the 
greatest effectiveness and reach the highest

curriculum. It is

Vesuvius gave warnings of its recent 
eruption months Injure. Rut the earth
quake in California gave no warni 
struck with the abrupt new of a 
lightning ami did its worst work while a 
person might hold his limit h. Not in San 
Francisco alone, Imt in Palo Alto (where 
tlie buildings of the Lehuid Stanford Uni
versity have been severely injured), in 
Santa Rose (where not a brick 
building was left standing) and in numer
ous other
agi* has lieen proport innately as great as 
in tlie city by the Golden Gate. Tlie 
whole country has lieen inexpressibly 
shocked ami measure* for quick relief have 
lieen promptly instituted. Tlie exact loss 
of life will prolwihly 
damage to property runs into the hundreds 
of millions, but the President of the Unit
ed States lias derided that no outside aid 
will bo accepted .
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Mr. Andrew Carnegie has come ami 
me. While in the city he was the guest 

Karl Grey at Rideau Hall. After quietly 
ng Monday forenoon he took luncheon 

Sir Sand ford Fleming, who acconi- 
I kin ici him to tlie library building at 3 
o'clock. There he w as met hy Mayor Rills, 

presented a civic address of welcome, 
-ying thunks for his munificent gift. 

Mr. Carnegie made an appropriate reply. 
He congratulated the city on the style aiul 
finish of the building, 
formal, there being but very 
tions issued. It took place in Hie open air, 
the distinguished party taking up a posi
tion on the broad stone steps leading to 
the library.
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towns and small eities the dam-

Govemor Fraser, who was

The affair was in- 
few invita- never lie known. Tlie

preach to the |iew: fear not the pew: fill 
tlie pews!" The speaker urged the solemn 
thought that the preacher is under the eye 
of God.
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