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The chronidler’s account of Sennadher-
ib's invasion and defeat is much briefer
than the parallels in 2 Kings and Isaiah,
bLut it has a distiet character, in that it
looks at the whole incident maioly as
the trial and triumph of faith, and ae
the victory of Jehovah over false gods
and their worshipers. The verses before
the lesson bring out two points: Heze
kiah's superb confidence in Jehoval'y
help, aml the people’s faith caught from
the king's. He and they ermed them-
selves against “all the multitude that ie
with Sennacherib,” not with swords and
spears, but with the shield of faith, On
the one side was arrayed a host with all
arms and appliances of war; on the other

L The Quiet Hour

the defeated nations whom he acknow-
ledgid o, be gods.  “My band” was
stronger, in i estimate, than the “gol
of any nation or kingdom.” True, in his
boasting inscriptions he plobessodite owe

his victories to his own gods, but undei™

the thin veil of such conventional humil-
ity a godless self-confidence strutted and
swelled. And theve are a good many peo-
ple nowadays whose religion is as mere
a mask for an equally godless reliance on
their own “hands.”

The counter-stroke of faith,  When
Sennacherib threatens and taunts, what
can Hewekiah do but pray? The con-

that S dierib was quite
right in asserting his own superiority in
power must have driven Hezekiah to one
of two things,—despair or prayer. He
“caught at God's skirts and prayed.” The
hronicler associates Isaiah with him in

a httle handful, all but deis ! except
for God, whom they believad to be with
them. The field was cleared, and our les-
son tells how the battle was joined and
fought. The stages of it are clearly mark-
od

Sennacherib’s message. From his point
of view he was speaking common sense,
and putting plain truth in a not unkind-
Iy faslnon. No doubt he seemed to him-
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the prayer, while the other accounts in 2
Kings and leaiah represent the king as
praying and the prophet as bringing God's
answer, The two accounts are not can
tradiotory, and the lesson that they
teach is very neediul. The prophet must
be a petitioner first if he is ever to be
God's messenger.  He must kneel with
empty, open hands and feel his own im-

before he comes out from the

solf to be re tratin ngly
with a feeble antagonist who was rush-
ing on destruction. It was perfectly true
that he and his predecessors had swept,
like a dorest fire, over the earth and
conquered, It was perfectly true that
Judahy and its king had nc more chance
agaivst him than a sheep against a woll.
Awml his first question by his messengers
(v. 10) expressed his astonishment,
which was no doubt quite sincere, at
their insanity: “Whereon de ye trust,
that ye abide the siege of Jerusalem?”
The man whose vision is bounded by
things seen by sense can never under-
stand the conduct of him whose faith
pierces through the shows of time to
grapple itself to the throme of the unseen
Jehovah. It cannot but appear madness
to him. And faith has always to make
an effort to sustain itself, and to stop
its ears to the whispers of fears within
as well as to the voice of foes without,
which seem to be speaking plain common
sense, and can quote many experiences to
back up their contentions,

Trust in God does not often seem to
our faint hearts quixotic, and there are
never wanting Sehnacheribs to say to us:
“Who are you that you should be able
to resist where so many bave been over-
come? Look at facts and recognize your
weakness, and save yourselves from a
worse fate by giving up this unequal
struggle.”” In regard to our own clitiva-
tion of the higher life of unworldliness,
and in regard to the warfare that all no-
ble souls must wage against soclal evils,
and for the spread of righteousness and
religion in the world, we are ever being
tempted to save our own skins by a base
conformity and surrender. Our own eal-
culations of available forces too often
coincile with Sennacherib’s godless esti-
mate. It is depressing work counting
our resources unless we set down God as
the first of them. But it is animating to
say with another king of Judah: “We
have no might against this great company
that cometh agninst us; neither know we
what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.”

We can but point out the striking con-
trast between Hezekih's and his people’s
distrust of themselves and trust in Je-

sanctuary the bearer of God's gifts to
men. The king and the prophet must
pray together if the prophet is ever to
have a message of cheer for the king.

The chronicler does not give the prayer,
but the other account does so. And very
instructive is it. It begins, as tried faith
always should begin, with tightening its
grip on God. It w not conventional ad-
oration, but faith heartening itself by the
remembrance of what God is in himsel!
and to it that speaks in Hezekiah’s invo-
cation of “the Lord of hosts, the God
of lsrael,” and recalls his universal sway
over all the kingdoms of the earth,

The boast of the Assyrian king had
been that “all these kingdoms and the
glory of them” were his, and for a mo-
ment Hezekiah had almost been carried
away to believe the boust, but in the
presence of God his tottering faith rights
itself, and he sees reality once more.
we “go into the sanctuary of God,” we
shall not only understand the end of god-
less power, but its limits while it lasts,
and when we think of the omnipotence
of the God whom we unpresumptuously
call “our God,” then all the Sennacher-
ibs in the world are, as Jeremiah called
one Pharaoh, “but a noise.” The strug:
gle seemed almost ludicrously unequal be-
tween the invader with his legions and
these two defenseless men; but their
prayer was the whisper that loosed the
avalanche. Our prayers have the same
power if they are the prayers of faith.

The colapee of godless self-confidence.
The chronicler brings together, as cause
and effect, the apparently small matter
of two helpless men praying, and the an-
nihilation of a great army. Hezekiah
and leiah “prayed because of this, . . ,
and Jehovah sent an angel, who cut off
all the mighty men of valor.”” MThere are
hydrawlic machines in which a jug full of
water poured in at one end brings into
action power that can crush iron masses
or beat them out into thin sheets.

One poor man in distress has told hie
experience in the eighteenth psalm. “I
catled upon the Lord,” and the cry
brought Jehovah riding on a cherub and

apped in thick darkness, and laying

hovah, and S cherib's o welf-
confidence and contempt for the gods of

*S. 8. Lesson 1. July 2.—2 Chron, 32:
923 (Study the chapter. Read Isa.,
chaps, 36, 37.) Golden Text: With us is
the Lord our God to help us, and to fight
our battles.—2 Chron, 32:8.

bare the foundations of the wonld, And
what was all the mmjesty and terror of
that theophany for? Only this: “He
took me; he drew me out of many wa-
ters.” A manifestation of\God that shook
creation was brought about'by one man’s
prayer, and had for ite adequate purpose

one man's deliverance, So was it with
Hezekiah in his distress. So it may be
with us. Sennacheri's inscriptions say
nothing about the failure of his cam-
paign and the destruction of his arm,
whidh silence is vory intelligible, and
pataliere] in the proverbiaMy ci
bulleting of mapy modern military nu-
tions. .

But there are traces, in what hey do
not say, of some concenled dusisi , and
they reveal that he never veutured to
atlik Judah again, though be reigned
wwd fougl . dor twenty years after uhe
destruction. of  his  nost.  The great
lesson  of that destruction is point
el by the chronikler in verse n,
wher's he evidently refers to Sennache-
rib’s boast that Jehovah could not “de-
liver you out of mine hand,” in his tni-
umphant declaration: “Thus the Lord
saved  Hezekiah...........from the hand
of Sennacherib, king of Assyria (what
irony in giving the defeated boaster his
tiths!), and from the hand of all oth-
ers.”  Johovah had been defiled, and
had smitten the defiler to the dust with
a touch of his finger. Hezekiah had
trusted and been taunted, and his
faith is vindicated. The man that felt
he could do nothing stands erect and
triumphant; the man that thought he
could do everything is in full flight, and
stripped of all the force in which he
trusted.

But that was not all. Twenty years
aftar, S herib  was hipping his
God, as Hezekish had been doinfi when
the answer came to him, but Sennache-
rib's prayers were addressed to one who
could not hear or help, and even when
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they were being “Shey that
came forth from his own bos slew
him there with the sword.” is the

end of godless self-confidence, or of
prayers and hopes turned to or fasten-
el on false gods who cannot deliver
cither thems-lves of their votaries.

A DAILY PRAYER. .
O Lord, I have a busy worl around

me; eye, ear and thought will be needad
for all my work to be done in this busy
world. Now, ere 1 enter on it, I would
commit eye and ear and thought to thee.
Do thou bless them, and keep their work
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my heart beats and
out any thought of mine, so my spirituel
life may hold on its course at thise times,
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