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THE TRIAL AND TRIUMPH ÛF 
FAITH.*

(By Alexander McLaren, 1>.D.)
'Hie chronicler's account of ISeniiadher- 

ib’w invasion and defeat i» inunh briefer 
liluin the jiaruHeU in 2 King» and Isaiah, 
but it haw a distinct oharacter, in that it 
lmik* at tlie whole incident miuoly as 
tlio trial and triumph of faith, and .ta 
tlic victory of Jehovah over false god» 
and their woiWiiiieri*. The verse* before 
the lesson Iwing out two point*: Here- 
k lull's superb confidence in Jehovah"» 
help, ami the people* faith caught from 
tlie king'». He and they armed theni- 
welve* against "all the multitude that ia 
with Sennacherib," not with «word* and 
HjwurH, but with the ahw-id of faith. On 
title one wide wu» arrayed a huât with all 
arm* and upplmnce» of war; on the other 
a little luindl'ul, alii but defenwelew except 
for God, whom they believed to be with 
them. The field 
won tell* how the liaitUe wu* joined and 
fought. The stage» of it are clearly mark

$he defeated nations whom lie arknow- one man'* deliverance. 80 wa* jt with 
ledgUl^K ** tf»*l*- **My hand'' wa* llezekiah in hi* distress. So it may be 
wtrungw, in estimate, than the "god with uw. 8eimartier*»’# inw.ri.ption* nay 
of any nation or k.illlî<,om " TnM*- *n h'- notB,,n« about the failure of hie cam 
boaetmg umriptiun» hê »we l"»1P> “«*1 the destruction of hi* army,
hi» victorien to In» own god#, but under" silence ie -.cry intelligible, and w
tlie thin veil of such conventional hoinil- |M*raJletrl |» the proverbially mendacious 
ity a godless self-confidence strutted and bulletin* of lU*J>y modem military na 
» welled. And there are a good many peo lion*. •>»
pie nowaday* wliowe religion i* a* mere jtut there are trace», in *M*y do
a maak lor an equally godless reliance on |lot any, »ouie couceaJed disuse , and
their own "hand».*' they reveal tliat he never ventured to

The counter stroke of faith. When atutk Judah again, Unouglh he reigned 
Sennaolienb tiireaten* and taun-ta, what and i„Ug| „ twenty year* alter Uie 
can Hezekiah do but pray? Tlie con- destrucUua» ot lu* mwt. The great 

that Sennacherib waa quite le**m of Uiat destruction i» point
ed by the chronicler in verae 22, 
wher'c he evidently refera to Sennaeb* 

,le rib’* boast that Jehovah could not “de- 
hver you out of mine hand," in hia tri
umphant declaration: "Thus tfie Lord
aaved llezekiah...............from the hand
of Sennacherib, king of Assyria (what 
irony in giving the defeated boaster hi* 
tiths!), and from the hand of all oth
ers." Jehovah had been defiled, and 
had smitten tlie detiler to the dust with 
a touch of his finger. llezekiah had 
truwted and Iwen taunted, and hi» 
faith i§ vindicated.
he could do nothing atanda erect and 
triumphant; the man that thought he 
could do everything is in full flight, and 
■tripped of all the force in which he 
trusted.

wc-iouHuews
right in asserting hia own superiority in 
power uuwt have driven llezekiah to one 
of two thing*,—despair or prayer, 
"caught at God’» skirt» ami prayed." The 
chronicler associates Isuialh with him in 
the prayer, while tlie other account* in 2 
King» and Isaiah repreeent the king a* 
praying and the prophet a* bringing Hod’s 
answer. The two account* are not can- 
tradiotury, and the leanon tliat '.hey 
teach ie very needful. The prophet must 
be a petitioner first if he i# ever to be 
God’s messenger. He must kneel with 
empty, open band* and feel hi* own im
potence before he conic* out from the 
•anctuary the bearer of God’s gift* to 
men. The king and the prophet must 
pray together if the propliet w ever to 
have a message of cheer for Uie king.

The ohronider doe* not give tlie prayer, 
but the other account doe* «>. And very 
instructive i* it. It begin», a* tried faith 
always should begin, with tightening it# 
grip on God. It w not conventional ad
oration, but faith heartening itself by the 
remembrance of what God iw in lumwclf 
and to it tliat speaks in Hezekiah’e invo
cation of "the Lord of hosts, the U-xi 
of Israel," and recall» hi» universal sway 
over all the kingdom* of the earth.

The boast of the Assyrian king had 
been that “all these kingdoms and the 
glory of them" were hi», and for a mo
ment Hezekiah had almost lieen carried 
away to believe the boeat, but in the 
presence of God hi* tottering faith right» 
itself, and he see* reality once more. 1/ 
we "go into the sanctuary of God," we 
shall not only understand the end of god- 
lew power, but it* limits while it lasts, 
and when we think of the omnipotence 
of the God whom we unpresumptuoualy 
call “our God," then all the Sennacher
ib» in the world are, a* Jeremiah called 
one Pharaoh, "but a noise." The strug 
gle seemed almost ludicrously unequal be
tween the invader with hi* legion* and 
these two defenseless men; but their 
prayer was the whisper that loused tlie 
avalanche. Our prayer* have tlie same 
power if they are the prayer* of faith.

The coHapee of godlene eelf-confidence. 
Tlie chronicler bring* together, as cause 
and effect, the apparently small matter 
of two helpless men praying, and the an
nihilation of a great army, 
and Iwiah "prayed because of tins. . . . 
and Jehovah sent an angel, who cut off 
all the mighty men of valor." There are 
hydraulic machine* in which i jug full of 
water poured in at one et> I bring* into 
action power that can crush iron masses 
or beat them out into thin sheet*.

was cleared, and our 1 co

ed.
Seniuu'lierifo’* message, 

of view he was *| leaking commun sense, 
and putting plain truth in a not unkind
ly fashion. No doubt he seemed to him
self to be rvmonstrat ing condescendingly 
with a feeble antagonist who was rush
ing on destruction. It wa# perfectly true 
tint he and hi* jiredeccasor* had swept, 
like a forest fire, over tlie earth and 
conquered. It wa# perfectly true that 
Judah and ita king had nc more vliance 
against him tiian a sheep against a wolf. 
And hi* first question by hi* messenger* 
(v. 10) expressed hi* astonishment,
wiliioli wa* no doubt quite sincere, it 
their insanity: "Whereun de ye trust, 
that ye abide t'lie siege of Jerusalem?" 
Thu man whose vision iw bounded by 

*eeu by sense tun never under 
tlie conduct of him wtliose faith 

pierce* through the dhows of time to 
giajqile itself to the throne of tlie 
Julio

From his point

The man that felt

But that wa* not all. Twenty years
aft'< r, Sennacherib woe worshipping his 
God, a* Hezekiah had been doinfl when 
the answer came to him, but Sennache
rib’» prayer* were addressed to one Who 
could not hear or help, and even when 
they were being spoken, “they that 
came forth from hie own boargb slew 
him there with the sword." Th*r 
end of godlew self-confidence, or of 
prayer» and hope» turned to or faaLn- 
ed on false gods who cannot deliver 
either thmis lvee of their votaries.

tliui* ie theMa

unset-u
vah. It cannot but appear madneas 

to him. And faith lias always to make 
an effort to sustain itself, and to etop 
it* ears U> the whispers of fours within 
us well us to the voice of foe# without, 
wliiuli mem tv be *|ieaking plain common 
sense, ami can quote many experience* to 
back up tlicir contention».

True* in God does not often seem to 
our faint heart* quixotic, and there are 
never w ont mg Sennacherib* to way to uw: 
"Who are you tliat you should be able 
to resist where so many have been over
come? Look at fact* and reeuginze your 
weaknew, ami save yourselves from a 

fate by giving up the unequal

A DAILY PRAY.BR.
O Lord, I have a busy world around 

me; eye, ear and thought will be needed 
fur all my work to be done in this busy 
world. Now, ere I enter on it, I would 
commit eye and ear and thought to thee. 
Do thou blew them, and keep their work 
thme, that a* through thy natural laws 
mjr heart beats and my blood flow# with, 
out any thought of mine, so my spiritual 
life may hold on its course at «Mae time*, 
when my mind can not conspicuously turn 
to thee to commit each particular thought 
to thy werviee Here my prayer, for my 
dear Redeemer’» sake. Amen.-Dr Tho- 
uia« Arnold, of Rugby.

etruggle." In regard to our own estiva
tion of tlie higher life of uuworldbiww, 
and in regard to tlie warfare that all no
ble holds must wage against social evils, 
and for tlie spread of righteousness and 
religion in the world, we are ever being 
tempted to save our own akin# by a base 
conformity and surrender. Our own cal
culations of available forces too often 
coincide with Sennacherib’» godl 
mate. It is depressing work 
our resource* unies* we wet down God as 
the first of them. But it is animating to 
aey with another king of Judah: "-We 
have no might against this great company 
that coineth against us; neither know we 
wliat to do: but our eyes are upon thee."

We can but

MAVM AW REACE.
n * “U as*, tut, J* w

I..usaLttistm
tan ud ia tb. cmhl routine of Om. 
MA m* in tfc. reoring of oMdrtn, «id 
to *» «**Sy * btenW «ad in tb. 
outude duty, «ad ia print. .Bain, rinr 
ly «ad aep.rat.ly, ie aofficimUy burdn 
wee; hut altogether, and ou gee ak 

lab to be 
■we than the strength can bear. Those 
■mat anxioue Hvea, tempted to he irat- 
M, and haaty, and edtf-importent, and 
fumed with their ineemmt

Hezekiah
esti-

couirting

One poor man in dartre** has told lu» 
experience in tlie eighteenth pwalm. "1 
called upon the Lord,” and tlie cry 
brought Jehovah ruling on a cherub and 
wrapped in thick darkness, and laying 
bare the foundations of the world. And 
what wa* all the majesty and terror of 
that theoyhany for? Only this: 
took me; he drew me out of many wa
ter».” A manifestation of\Gud that shook 
creation waa brought about by 
prayer, and bad for tie adequate purpaeo

point out the striking con- 
llezekiuh’a and his people'»trast lietween 

• 1 Minis! of theniHelvew and trust in Je
hovah, and Sennacherib'# arrogant self- 
confidence and contempt for -the gudw of *»T. » ri*Uy lntinrinl iri__

•illy vutÊâ. wttl. down lu# mnnd
"He*8. 8. I.eseon 1. July 2.-2 Chroo. 32: 

923. (Stwly the chapter. Read Iw., 
chaps. 36, 37.) tbdden Text: With uw ie 
tlie Ivond our (.iod to help w, and to tight 
our battle#.—2 Chron. 32:8.

tien i. ponyw the. In penw; mi Ood,
one min’»

helps aid cam.—Dr. Thorold,


