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Tlie tourist tiavelliiiif tlnmiiili ( 'aiiadi
ill H Piillnifin expiL'ss or tlio isalcon of
some spieiidiil river stuamer is usually
content to take tlie journejas he linds it,

askin<f no ((Uestions as to iiow Iiis foru-
fathers would liav( travelled. Hut sliouiit

lie join some young Canadian, whose
superb muscles insist on working during;-

his short vacation, and set out u[)on the
<)tt(«.wa river with "Birch and Paddle,"

^lid task and toi', a si)a('i:

To (n-caiii on Xaturo'ss fate.

and he told, as he encoinil^ered rapid after

rapid and cataract on cataract, that such
was the hiiihway of travel and merchan-
dise to the Fai' West mitil half a cen-
tury ajjo, '•' Viiight marvel at the energy
and ent e of those who overcame
such oh. .v ami he pi-epared to admire
the men wlic h.ive replaced the catMn; by
the ciinal an*', the tiiiineau hy the tr.im.

TI;v; path l)y which he and his com-
rade porlaj^e theircanoe p.ast some tumult
of Waters l)ears. p(iha[)s, traces still of

iiaving been threaded years before. 'I'he

place wliere they landed, now thi' un-
disturbed haunt of Nature, to which ilie

deer comes down todriid< at dewy ii,otn,or

from which theloon,L(t!nius of tlie.-.olitude,

piped its eerie call ere, diving, it left

them in ])ossession, was once the scene
of noise and l)ustle, of cheery sound .•iiid

<|uick commands as some biii;ade of iioats

bound for tlie (Uvd Lakes pusiu'd their

prows ashore and stahvart, active, sun-
burned voya<_;eurs lea))in<>- out shouldered
their bales of niiu'ly pounds and threaued
the then well trodden path o\er lontort-

ed gneiss, or tiirnu'_;h the sylvan aisles.

to the ipiiet w.itei' alio' •.

Tt is, indeed, wonilerfnl to thiidc tluit,

with the very slightest engineering assist-

ance, the Freiieli. for o\or a century,
Civrried on a tralHc by no UiCius small

.I'.Ks \rMii];i< 1. 1- • Ihk Mi-.'vai.i>," igyj)

;IirougIiour what is now tlie Dominion of
Caii.tda, and left to the IJrirish iiut

little in the way of geographical dis-
covery. Not even the Kocky Mountains
would have arrested the adventurous
foot of the coiiriei- des hois or the jiriest.

"M.iii is sto[iped by man alone," says tlie

adage, and so it was in Canada. La-
verendrye"s grand progress in search of
:he Western sea was stopped only by the
wild tiibes he encountered. During the
entire French regime the only improve-
ment in waterways was the ill-fated

Lachine canal begun in 17<10 by Catalogue
for T)e Casson, Superior of the Seminary.
Champlain, it is true, had erected crosses
on the Ottawa in lOl.'J, but more fiu-

devotional jiurposes ths'u as land-
marks. The St. liawrenco had been
charted, as well as the Gulf, between
iT2;{ and 17.57, and a few landm.irks made
on its banks for .seagoing vessils, for
whose guidance also the first lighthouse
in C.inada w;is erected at Louisburg in
IT.'W, being extinguished only with the
glory ot France in the New World. Be-
tween tjiieliee .ind iMontreal land coin-
iiiunicati'.)!! had lieeii established as early
as ITl.'i and 17^1 and a n.ad made, pa.ss-

ing through Three Flivers, which was
open for vehicles by I7.1(i and completed
by 2 7.'>H. This road, long the only post
road in (.'aiiada, w;is with that lH;tweeii

ALontreal and I.,acliine, and one in Acadia
froiii Ciimberl.-ind to Bale Verie, the only
ones in French Canada, e.\ce))t around
the towns and at a few portages. Talon,
the wise, had conleiii[)lated a road, to
Acadia, luit this was too great an ficcoin-

plishment m-en for the man who had
opened trade with tlie West Indies and
who had essayed to establish maniifac-
luies in Canada.
When tJreat Britain secured control of


