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The District of Gaspc thus destitute of so important a land commu-
B.eation w.th Quebec, a water communication is generally practised,thereby exposed to the many casualties attendant upon a sea voyage, anda dangerous and iron bound shore, along which on leaving Gasp! Bay!in case of great stress of weaiher it is almost impossible to find a safeHarbor, .f we except Capr Chat, which however must be approachedwith the greatest precaution, or be exposed to imminent danger. There isalso an inland communication up the River Ristigouche to a small Portage
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On examining the most correct Maps of that part of the Countrvunder consideration it will be found that an easy and praticable RouTe'could be established, and the shortest to the River St. Lawrence ^Zlthe River and Lake MatafeJia to the head thereof, whence a PoraJfmm twenty to twenty one miles in length, which lieTtho gha uSvated country, leads to the River St. Lawrence a few miles below MMacmder 8 Establishment in his Seigniory of Mitis. whence the Zfto
f'T^Au'

along the beach, yet praticable for wheel carriages, much
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^'^^-^ having .een cut across at th^e e'xpTct

The Commissioners having agreed upon returning by that communi-cation to Quebec, u afforded me the means of making\ome Tmarkwhich may. combined to other useful information, comribute foXe
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could be carried into effect, as connecting under various considerationsa District which has a most apparently formed a portion not of LowerCanada, but of the Sister Province of New Brunswick. As I projiei-
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''"" ''""''' "^ '^' R'^^" by compass, TnEmated the d^tance by our rate of going, taking into balance he strong
currents and rapids, which frequently rendered the reckonni g Tanintricate nature, from wnich I have been enabled to deduce the Plan towhich these remarks are annexed, I also derived much information froman intelligent Indian who had repeatedly traversed the Country in hUhunting rambles for the Beaver, the Martin and the Otter. ^

Ihe River Matapidta rises in a spacious Lake at the highlands which
separate the waters running into the River St. Lawrence from those
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'^! ''""' '^'^'^ of Mountains now claimed bythe United States as the northern boundary of the District of Mainefrom vvhence it traverses in a general S. S. E. h E. course through avaluable Country, till it disembogues itself in to the'River RistigouchfJ
Its Navigation is free to the Lakes, if we except a few bad rapids which
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•" ^he Spring and Fall Seasons, when from

US great depth of Water it is capable^ of bearing down small Vessels of I


