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forp«t floor doc* not porniit the wotcr to escape in luch volunw oratiuch speed u to

inalili' it to wnsh soil imrtii-lc* iiito the otrfiitii. Wutor running rapidly from burned
ix|K>si'il 8oil coviT rarrirs lurjfi> <|iinntitir« of Hilt with it to the treama

The wuttr from ilcnu.JiMl arcim will fump down to tht> ntrcam* at least twice aa fait

B> the wator from foront nrras. In tluit va*c it has fll tit; the silt carrying and
cro<lin(r power. A reservoir on a strenni liailin>f fronj n di i i.j.'d area would therefore
reerive annually many times the qnatitiiy of itilt that would uc carried into a rcMrvoir
on a Rtream with a forested cjitchment liasin.

It is quoted in the report of the Commi&sioiier of Irriiratiun for 1806, that 'should
the forests ho de«troyed, the .strennw, irrigation system"! and crops would meet a
similar fate.'

The Forest will Produce a Bcvenm.

There are approximately 8.244 sqiiarn miles within the waterrhe*! known as the
east slope of the IJoekies. 'I'lie nmlntennncc of n forest cover on this area will not
cn(:iil an expense, but will atTord the only revenue which can be seoired from land
that is unfit for farmintr or raiichiiit,'. If no more profltnble crop than mining props
is produced nnd these are sold at a stumpage of J cent per foot, the prevailing price
in the Crow's Nest Pass to-dny. the revenue to the government will be for each acre
$24 every 60 years. The east slope will be no exception to the world-wide experience,
thai fiirests under busii ess mnnnKemeiit pay a iH-rnmnent and substantial profit.

HOW FOREST HANA0£1Q:nT KAT BEGIN.

FIRK PROTECTION.

The greatest menace to the forest on the eastorn slopo is fire. There is always
jifcnt clauK'er that s\iciTediiijf fins will <ie.stroy the mature timber and the young forest
ail. I iiinviTt valiuible land ''.to n waste area.

Fir<s come from the C'liiiadiaii I'acitic liailway. settlers clearing land and eare-
li'ssness by irrespoii.siblo foreign miners.

'I'iic lire protective system now in force is as eflScient as it can be made under
present eoiiditions. The chief fire ranger, whose territory covers all Southern Alberta
anil whose duty includes forest ranging as well as fire ranging, has established a sys-
tem of patrol during the diy season and has co-operaU'd with lion. Peter McLaren to
seeuro efficient protection ot the timber. The only point upon which this scheme
could lie improved would lie the appointment of some person to take charge of the fire

proteetion in thw district, who could be on the ground all the time and give all h,i»
attention to the supervision cf tlie work. The increasing development of mines, pros-
IK'cts and settlement on the eastern slope constantly render this step more necessary;
and the increasing value of timber makes the strengthening of the fire protective
force advisable.

There is good telephone connection between the danger points; the ejal comp.inies
and the lumber companies are always ready to call out their men to fight fires all
that is needed is organization and sincere effort on the part of some official in
authority who can spend most of his time in the district. The Mounted Police have
mer. 'ationed at Crow's Nest, Co'eman, Blairmore, LiUe and Frank; if they should
rece... instruct.'ons to co-operata with the official in charge of the territory they
would be of great oerrice in general patrol, and in emphasizing oheerrance of the law
by initiating a few proeeeutions.

The greater number of the fires come from the railroad. The fire rangers on the
right of way snould be given authority to examine the engines, to see if they are com-
p^ing with the law, and should be taught how to make such an examination.


