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102 THE DAY OF THE CONFEDERACY

who were willing to arm the slaves but were re-

solved not to give them their freedom.

The debate brings to the front of the political

stage the figure of R. M. T. Hunter. Hitherto his

part has not been conspicuous either as Secretary

of State or as Senator from Virginia. He now

becomes, in the words of Davis, "a chief obstacle"

to the passage of the Senate bill which would have

authorized a levy of negro troops and provided for

their manumission by the War Department with

the consent of the State in which they should be

at the time of the proposed manumission. After

long discussion, this bill was indefinitely postponed.

Meanwb ' a very different bill had dragged

through iiie House. While it was under debate,

another appeal was made to Lee. Barksdale, who

came as near as any one to being the leader of

the Administration, sought Lee's aid. Again the

General urged the enrollment of negro soldiers and

their eventual manumission, but added this im-

mensely significant proviso:

I have no doubt that if Congress would authorize their

[the negroes'] reception into service, and emp* vver the

President to call upon individuals or States for such as

they are willing to contribute, with the condition of

emancipation to all enrolled, a sufficient number would


