8

including the raising of steam as well as domestic uses, and having regard also to the fact t

N

the original abundance of wood created the habit of l

habit which, despite the changed conditions, sti'l survives—it does not

the quantity of wood annually consumed for all purposes at 2}

cords per head of the rura
population

At this rate the consumption of an ordinary family comprising five persons would b

about 12 cords ayear. To supply the community at this rate would require say 2,900,000 cord

of wood per annum, the cost of which, taking one q with another, may be placed at $1.50
per cord. Good, dry hardwood cannot be purchased anywhere now f uch a price, but much
of the wood burned for fuel consi f the inferior varieties, such a sh, elmn, tamarack, or
the branches and limbs of the mor 1 | d i ld at a ller price \t $1.5
per cord, the value of the w 1 burned every yea Id be 84,350,000
'he imports of anthracite into Ontar lur the twel tl r 3O e 1900
he last fiscal year in which imj v ere ssified according to | 1,0 141 to
valued at ind of bituminous coal for T tion, 2,362,115 h witl
the duty 07,373 I'he quantity of il brought from Nova tia ol year
18 80 small as to be hardly worth taking into a int, consequently the mnports of anthracite
nd bituminous coal may be regarded as ering the total nsumption A ntl
everal items together, and Jeaving out considerati et 1 ) | h have
restricted use for fuel, we reac the I« Ving as representin et bill of the people
Ontar I year
\
Anthracite, 1 075,441 tons !
Bituminous coal, 2,362,115 to
Wood, say 2.900.000 rd
Total $14,113,604
l'he expenditu annually 80 lar 4 sllm ney | e fu A8
e of the first importarce, and in any mstan you ) roper h)e nquir
vhether the rees and supjy f 80 necessary a largely use 1 article « e au
but there is a double motive for such inquiry when s bee home to us
that on f the prin i 1tem n our list of fue but a br re
he old adage of the advantage of having several strin t ne's b \ A
juestion of fuel l'hose who, finding it imy ible I e al durin I nte
have had recourse to wood, have found themsel in sucl 1 caseafter all, considerir
the fact that their stoves, furnaces, et were constructed t 1 con If 1!
another fuel could be added to the list, « ymparable in efficiency to coal or wood, the situation

would be decidedly improved If, too, the

preparation of this article would create

new industry of the first magnitude, employing labor and capital on a very large scale, utilizing
resources now almost entirely dormant, and substituting a native product tor one of foreign
origin, there would s to be every reason, both from the private and the public point of
view, for welcoming the introduction of the new fuel The peat bog f Ontario are, it is
believed, quite capable of furnishing such a fuel and sustaining such an industry
PeaT Fuer No Noverry

Peat fuel, though new here, is no novelty in older lands. 1n Scotland and Ireland ]
ordinary or air-dried form it has been burned for many centuries, and Il in places survives
the competiti coal from the English and Scottish mines. In the countries of conti
nental Europe, especially Germany, Holland, Russia, Denmark and Sweden, there is annuslly
v large and apparently increasing consumption of peat. In central Sweden it is said that as
much as one million tons of peat are prepared and used yearly, and two million tons in t}

whole country. Not only is peat in demand as domestic fuel for cooking

aud producin

warmth, but in metallurgical processes, in steel and glass furnaces, for firing locomotive boi ers,

using it with little regard to economy,—a

seem excessive to g lace



