
{OMMISSION OF CONSERVATION

Croltction of

Ihc Priiran

Om- i>( the »tatM that early adopted this bill

was Morula. On thf Atlantic coast of that state-, in

Indian rivrr, there is an island of alniui four arrt-s,

when- two thoii«an<l hrown jx-licans have l)een cominK. from

tinif whj-rrof the miinory of man runntth not to the c<intr*r>', to

lay iluir pkk» and rrar fhtir young. AlK)Ut the time this law was

cnarttil long (|uills latame very (lopular in the millinery trade. We
found tiiat millinery stores in the larK»? cities were selling feathers

taken from the hush turkey, the albatross, the brown pelican, and

also from the oUI turkey buy/ard uf the south. A gentleman in the

hlorida l,eni»lalure aro»e and suRKestd! the repeal «)f thi.s law. He

said it was ridiculous, that it protected the pelican, which fed on fish.

lAidenlly he w.is nut aware that these (H-licans were feeiling almost

entirely U|M)n mcnhailen, which is not usually esteemetl as ftxxl.

Furthermore, he said, the (juills were worth two dollars a bird in New

York markets, whiih made $4,(KK) worth of feathers r this island,

and we had (|uite a fiijht to keep the Legislature from iK-in^ stamiK^led.

Then, as men might raid a bird colony, the question arose:

VVoul I it be ixMisible to «et the I'^ited Sutes Government to

tak-- hold of that island in some way? In Florida there are two

F ieral c«)urts. A man who kills a bird would rather lie haltd

l)efore a local magistrate, where the jury probably would f)e

com|Kised of friends and neighlxsurs, who had killetl birds themselves.

In »uch a case it was a simple matter to leave the plough for a

day and stand trial. But in a F"ederal court it is a different

matter. A man may have to travel half way across the state to

attend the court, he must appear before men wl o are strangers

to him; and so it comes alwut that in the southern country men do

not care to be haled into a Federal court.

First Bird There did not seem to be any way whereby this fed-

Sanctuary eral control could be secured until the matter was
Eitabliihed

j^jj^iiy ^^^.^ yjj ^j^j^ j,,^ President. The Preside-.'^

said in substance, " Is there any precedent for this sort of thing, ^r

any lav.? What is the island good for, can you raise anything on it?"

He was told, " No, one cannot raise corn, peanuts, razor-backed hogs,

or, in fact, anything, on this island but pelicans, and there appears

to be no s[>ecific law or precedent for the Government to create it as

a l.ird reservation." Then he said, " If the land office will recommend

that this land is not good for agricultural purposes we will make it a

bird-reserve under the care of the Department of Agriculture, pro-

vided the Audubon Society will agree to hire a man to act as

guardian on the island."

That suited us exactly. The chief clerk in the U.S. Land Office,

Mr. Bond, is an Audubonian of long standing. In a very short time


