10 SUPPRESSION OF THE OPIUM TRAFFIC IN CANADA

7-8 EDWARD VII., A, 1908
made for the co-operation of the Government of India in this object by the
gradual restriction of the amount of opium exported from India to China.
At the beginning of 1908 an arrangement was entered into by which the
total quantity of opinm (including Malwa opium) exported from India
beyond seas will be limited to 61,900 chests in the calendar year 1908, 56,300
chests in 1909, and 51,700 chests in 1910. The question of making still
further reductions after the year 1910 will depend upon whether China has,
in the interval, effected a proportional reduction in its own production and

consumption of opium,’

In effect the step taken by the British Government, if continued, will mean an
annual diminution of the Indian export of opium to China until the tenth reduetion
brings it to the vanishing point.

The whole subject was fully discussed in a debate in the British House of Com-
mons as recently as May 6, at which time the House adopted without a division a
resolution to terminate the licensing of opium dens in the Crown Colonies, licensing
having been, until recently, the method adopted of ‘regulating’ the traffic in those
parts, The resolution was as follows:—

‘That this House having regard to its resolution unanimously adopted
on May 30, 1906, that the Indo-Chinese opium trade is morally indefensible,
welcome the action of His Majesty’s Government in diminishing the sale of
opium for export, and thus responding to the action of the Chinese Govern-
ment in their arrangements for the suppression of the consumption of the
drug in that Empire; and this House also urges His Majesty’s Government
to take steps to bring to a speedy close the system of licensing opium dens
now prevailing in some of our Crown Colonies, more particularly Hong Kong,
the Straits Settlements and Ceylon,’

Colonel Seely, the Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, speaking on behalf
of the Government, informed the House that on Monday, the 4th of May, the Govern-
ment had telegraphed to the Governor of Hong Kong as follows:—* His Majesty's
Government have decided that steps must be taken to close opium dens in Hong Kong,
0s they recognize that it is essential in dealing with the opium question in Hong Kong,
that they must act up to the standard set by the Chinese Government.” In regard to
Ceylon, a Commission which had sat had conecluded its labours, and its recommenda-
tions were drastic. The Commission had recommended that the present system should
be closed on the expiration of the existing license; that the importation, distribution
and sale of the erude drug should be made a government monopoly; that for every
cpium shop closed, the nearest Government dispensary should be made available for
the distribution of the drug to habitual adult users, if they come forward to register
their names, for a certain quantity to be periodically paid for in cash; that the use
of the drug, except for medical purposes, should be absolutely prohibited after a
definite period, and that a system of inspection should be introduced by the appoint-
ment of special officers for the purpose. The Governor of Ceylon had proposed, subject
to the Secretury of State's approval, to accept and put in force all the recommenda-
tions, exeept that which urged prohibition after a definite time. The Secretary of




