
Ijrotally honest documentary about human Follies
PREVIEW<e' Some films, no matter how good they 

~ are, dare you to continue to watch 
^ them. Frederick Wiseman’s Titicul flfl 
I Follies, a brilliant expose of the inhu- JflH 
» manity of certain psychiatric prac- ■Be 
3 tices, is so brutally honest that it’s jjSj 
5 painfully difficult to sit through.
• Released in 1967, Follies is a H|k 

documentary about the inmates of the 
I Bridgewater State Hospital for the 

Criminally Insane. Without narration HBj 
the daily routine at the hospital, which V
housed men who could not stand trial 

I for reasons of insanity and 
waiting for psychiatric tests to deter­
mine their fitness to stand trial, is 
portrayed.

This routine includes a strip search 
of an entire wing, an old man bathed 
in filthy water and an inmate being 
cut by a barber more concerned with 
speed than safety.

By a slow accumulation of details, 
the film conveys a sense of the 
dreadful inhumanity of the treatment 
of Bridgewater’s inmates. The 

frequently paraded through the 
facility undressed, clearly a form of 
humiliation intended to keep the in­
mates in line.

The film is named after an annual 
show put on by staff and inmates at 
the institution (Titicut is a native name 
for the area). Titicut Follies starts with

f
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produced by Zipporah Films

standing of the issues it raises. The 
film also has some structural prob- 

B: lems; I had no idea that the man in
I solitary confinement had been there 

for 17 years, for instance, until I had 
I read the press kit. Audience members 

without access to such information 
B will have occasional difficulty under-
p standing what’s going

The film is 25 years old. In an 
unprecedented move, the Massa- 
chusets Supreme Judicial Court 
banned public screenings of the movie 
world-wide. It originally asked for all 
the prints to be burned, deciding later 
that the film could be shown to small 
groups of “legislators, judges, law- 

! yers, sociologists, social workers,
I doctors, psychiatrists, students in 

these or related fields and organiza­
tions dealing with the social prob­
lems of custodial care and mental 
infirmity, but not the general public,

I he court s stated purpose was to 
protect the privacy of the inmates; 
ironically, its decision impeded 
changes that could have protected 
what are arguably more important
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Ray Liotta film career alert! Liotta film career alert!
FILMji

Article 99
directed by Howard Deutch 

starring Ray Liotta and Kiefer Sutherland 
_______ produced by Orion

95) it’s full of movie clichés;
94) the relationships, including a 

love scene with Liotta and another 
doctor (Kathy Baker) and a renegade 
woman doctor (Lea Thompson) 

Liotta {Field of Dreams) gives a playing hard to get with nice 
convincing performance, but if this is Sutherland, are unconvincing; 
the best script he could get after 93) there’s a Deadhead sticker 
Goodfellas, his career is in trouble, the window of a mid-west farmer’s 
Sutherland is cast against type 
intern who is far from his usual cool 
tough guy.

guy
severe government 

cutbacks. In this facility there is a 
help Jobe routine procedure for dealing with 

armed psychotics running loose, but 
open-heart surgery is an “unautho­
rized operation.”

The doctors must steal

» on
can

GM pickup! —as an
Wavy Gravy, Jimbob! Need I say

more?
proper

■ medicine and supplies from the 
I basement storage rooms in the middle 
B of the night because the corrupt hos- 
I pital director (John Mahoney) is more 
| concerned with the budget than the 
I patients.
K The lighting is awful, a hazy sheen
| that’ll give you a headache if you 
1 look at it too long. This may be an 
[ attempt by director Howard Deutch 

to replicate Stanley Kubrick’s bril­
liant depictions of a mental institu­
tions in A Clockwork Orange and the 
bootcamp in Full Metal Jacket. It 
doesn’t work.
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spending and bureaucracy seriously. GoodMos, you know

%

HI
Jh


