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Lady Jane Fashions
Indians’ cont’d from pg. 1
While the Indians were on 

the Hill they shouted to the 
RCMP and soldiers that they

“didn't come 4,000 miles to 
stop here. We'd rather die 
here than in your institu­
tions.’’

During the speeches Louis 
Cameron, leader of the Ojib- 
way Warriors Society who 
occupied a Kenora park earlier 
this summer, read a manifesto 
and list of demands that they 
wanted met by the govern­
ment.

“We the native peoples 
have banded to come to 
Ottawa seeking justice. We 
are here to talk about the right 
of all people to live as free 
people. For many years we 
have received promises in­
stead of human rights, instead 
of justice; we are here to say 
the people cannot live on 
promises.

“Today our people exist in 
the midst of the Canadian 
extension of European com­
petitive values. Today our 
people have alcoholism, they 
have no education, no work, no 
housing. Today our people 
have no respect.

“We are here to talk about 
violence. We are against 
violence. The violence of 
racism, poverty, economic 
dependence, alcoholism,, land 
theft and educational warfare. 
This is the violence that has 
hurt our people. We say it is 
time for the democracy of 
Canada to end its political and 
social violence against our 
people.
“We say it is time for the 

Canadian political system to 
be reasonable and listen to the 
voice of our community. We 
say you have been unreason­
able. The proof is evident in 
the condition our people exist 
in. Since politicians have taken 
control of our lives the 
destruction of our communi­
ties has increased.

“This time we are still 
willing to talk but we will not 
sit idly to the side while the 
destruction of our people is 
completed. We only seek to 
live as free people. It is the 
way of the land and its 
children. The will of the people 
to be free is supreme. The 
right of the people to be free is 
divine."

The Indians also had a list of 
ten demands which they read 
out and wanted presented to 
either Prime Minister Trudeau 
or any MR who would come 
out.
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ments in perpetuity from all 
levels of government. Cana­
dian wealth is derived from the 
land. The time has come for 
the Canadian government to 
pay their debt to native 
peoples.

-we demand an end to the 
destruction of our native 
economies.

—we demand immediate 
payment of $2.5 billion from 
money not presently allocated 
to Indian Affairs which will be 
used by local native communi­
ties to meet their needs for the 
development of self-sufficient 
economies. It is racial discrim­
ination and genocide that the 
federal government pays $750- 
million to the province of 
Prince Edward Island, with a 
population of less than one- 
third of the native population, 
for economic development but 
has refused to provide equi­
valent money for the native 
peoples, the most impoverish­
ed in Canada.

--we demand that the 
standard of housing in native 
communities be immediately 
raised to the Canadian aver­
age. We demand that $800- 
million be allocated to Indian 
Affairs to be made available to 
local native communities for 
housing needs this year.

—we demand health care 
facilities and services which 
are adequate to raise the life 
expectancy, of the native 
people to the Canadian aver­
age within five years.

—we demand an end to 
federal cutbacks in native 
education and an expansion of 
community controlled native 
education. The education sys­
tem must be made to serve 
native people rather than 
native people being made to 
serve an educational system 
designed to destroy native 
cultures.

—violence and oppression 
will only be ended when both 
the hereditary and human 
rights of the native peoples are 
truely upheld. We demand 
that $500-million be made 
available of money not pre­
sently allocated to Indian 
Affairs to native communities 
for legal defence. Native 
people must no longer fill the 
prisons and mental wards of 
Canada. Racist justice must 
end.

to.
“People will always fight if 

put down by discrimination 
and police brutality. The 
government and the Depart­
ment of Indian Affairs have 
already initiated violence on 
the Indian people," he said.

Another spokesman for the 
group, Vern Harper, a Sas­
katchewan Indian who now 
lives in Toronto joined the 
caravan because “It is what I 

• believe in. I believe in the 
caravan. It is long overdue and 
could be of some help."

He said that the purpose of 
the caravan was to be in 
Ottawa for the opening of 
Parliament to make the world 
aware of the plight of native 
people in Canada. The demon­
stration, he said, would bring 
the message^to the people.

Besides that, the caravan 
had united the native people 
across Canada. We have 
people from AIM and the 
Ojibway Warriors Society. It 
has also united people of all 
age levels and broken down 
the barriers between Metis, 
and Indians and non-status 
Indians,” he said.

We explained that the group 
has been harassed by the 
police since they started out in 
Vancouver. (Three members 
of the caravan were arrested 
by police in Vancouver.)

“The police never openly 
attacked us but would have if 
they had the chance," said 
Harper.

He also had harsh words for 
various political groups who 
have tried to manipulate the 
caravan on its way.

“We denounce some of the 
left and right wing groups that 
have tried to manipulate us. 
We expected the right wing 
groups to manipulate us. but 
some left wing groups have 
tried to manipulate us instead 
of just giving us their 
solidarity."

He believes that the caravan 
has been an education to all 
the people who particpated in
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The list included:
—the hereditary and treaty 

rights of all native peoples in 
Canada including Indian, 
Metis, non-status and Inuit 
must be recognized and 
respected in the constitution 
of Canada.

—we demand the repeal of 
the present Indian Act and the 
creation by native people of 
new legislation recognizing 
our right to self-determination 
and sovereignty over our 
lands.

-the Department of Indian 
Affairs operates to serve 
business and government 
interests, not the interests of 
the Indian people. We demand 
a complete investigation of the 
Department of Indian Affairs 
by native people and the 
transfer of its power and 
resources to native communi­
ties. Indian affairs must 
belong to the people and be 
separated from the Depart­
ment of Northern Develop­
ment.

—we demand annual pay­
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“It has taught us to respect 

each other. It has also made us 
look to our sisters with more 
respect."

He sees the caravan as the 
first of many such actions. 
“The caravan is an open 
affront and the native people 
are going to use it as a way to 
deal with the issues.

“The government now has 
two choices — to make radical 
changes or openly oppose us 
and we're ready for both. 
We’re prepared for trouble."
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Earlier in the day Louis 

Cameron in a short interview 
said that thousands of Indian 
people couldn't make the 
march but that the caravan 
had their support. He'also said 
that the Indian people would 
only use violence if they had
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