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1 must admît I *as radier skeptacâl
about ;i down to tie Glènbow
Muteum In calga7 tôsec Judy Chicago's
The Diner Phrty. Frorniwhat I lad heird
feminlstsleraved about-#%* wo4*;n
anti-femanuaesWnerallyljtom lh theS

1 hale havlng~ predetermuised
responses,-to 1 deckffl eo approach il in a
PerfcctlY aoen-mlnded jasonM nd discard

work of artexistlng oeaede PladswOof
ideai forets, my respomsewu mhted.

1 thankth roeewh enter hisey as
one of thc=Mçi heonuneartworks of ehe
Late ;:= j lsfoi mmr. *anlu dmth
controyersy Ik has generaeed. To begin
wlth, duh. g fon els h u*bIq* origi4a

Corne back tc
le was dsined te b. a hairy evening at

the Cireplex 9 wben Mervin J. Jungle anid i
sawCote bck e te Fveamd Dame,

large e, mdiumSprite,,
bucke cf popcorn and onecbag of ewizzlens
later Mervin exprcssed chsap intmen,
and 1 overailisatisfaction wlt t film.

A poignant littie flick, typical of Robert
Atman's tight, economical endeavors..
RcstrictingI to eone ut, a ci touochanacters<n usx ' nen);ndh
bare bon.of aplo lkûtle "ov, ucho
character ifiteraction> wietp>ut producing a
dlaustrophoblc work.

s-Diiher Part j
taitehoug) noi coinpleit as an idéà>.

*The ideaof adl= eParty motif, wlth,39 piatft, 13 on gêcl idof a triangle each
znan embroldered cloth seems simple.

Wat makos k more"16btephisticeted
andi Intere " i i Y these settingt are
doneteIrct e construction of ecd
unique ceramktpluteeaWdthe deslgnOftthe
runnerbeneath k:adthe hsto 1caand
symbolic significaric attached toi every

&cago chose the number 13 becausée
there- wcrc thirteený holy men at the lait
supper, and ahere are. thirteeni unhotywomen in a cove. n tiefcct II 4-a protest
galinst the unfairly ne'ative vlew 01

wpmen ihistwcn theyh ave been
nokdet 81. h loît contributions of

wemnen in hlstory- they have been the
makers of mciiiand setters of tables- are
celebrated Ier..

The wokk ia massive effort in women's
hlstory.. even those familiar wlth feminlst
hlstory may not lwow some of the 9W9naine on i 2,3W0 ties on the f loor
beneath the> sctting. These naines are
grpuàped In clusters around the 39 major
settingt, r rsctang categorles froin

f eiae uodesses to modern feminists.
Eleven etthe999 wmertnaWedon the

dies are stiil alive. Georgia O'Keete (the li
piace-settinhodr of-the 39) s s e

Natalie Veiner Freeman dida pood
article on judy. Chicago and The Dnner.
Party tI City Weman magazine lait year.
l'm going te plagiarize 'the most interesting

«kWr fa"h came f rom an unbrolen
fieof twenty-threc generationi of rabbis.

Hé1" was the futit te break the tradition,
beomn n atheit and movin; rmoiafly

te, te 9"Influénti on Judy'î tilqw, hé,
tW~ when sh. was thirteen.

'. Mer tirst huabad, Jcry erowitz, dIed'
lIn à car accident Mer second, scuiptor
LJoyd Mano,*was 'iost.Ih1 the process of
Oinfshinlg the Dl nnerParty.

Herexprle1eslh educatlori were net
entirely constn&tive. As Freemnan puIs kt,

Places whereamensat

the Fliveland'
A lames Deah fan dub reunkesatthelr:

old haunt, # loc1 five and dme owned by
Juaita>ýkiéBond), on the 20tb annîver-
W f eg's deast(Septmber 3A,1975.

Te Club indudes: Joanne (Karen Bla"
1formcrly called Jue, a transsexual wboýl
smitten with Mona; Mona <Sandy Denis>,
Who gave birtb to Joe/joanne's baby but
thînki ltes James Dean's; and Sissy (Che>,,a
slutty waitress wih breast cancer. Tlne

mt~l wa alayssmooth, flawless and
en ptO.Tec-,hMolly and'artisticallyone

Canerse this film.A flcthatwork
1beUgMul»a4teand rernuine

h all = 1nelea; aniemix andve.yrare in
American film.

But Mervin and 1 did çlisare on the
Inerpréta!o9f the film: geritty of

y' worth goin g
tri clas tubt "la 11, bynen lookedat taesofwê~cdo~amostexdu li4
=miles andpccd work that hbd té b*

àe&d in mýuscmudomi~nated timt
aIab male direct6ýs."-

I"ehelnthefirst shoWing of The Pinner
Partytt a' la~ n Marh 1979 ln Sàn

w, , ?,ve iedcmmried

and ^therefore flot typical of femihit
collective projt.

thé p6rcçt was bighly collective,
however evedifiChkc*p> was the omnIire-
sent iudfghand. hivoWedtbeeffotsof
over àl0el and took six years to maie,
and even Ita showing gcnerally requires
the collectIveefforts ofcéommfttees ln te
Prospective site.

It was interesting to sec the detaillng
on the way tri and out of the actual exhibt
of the process b y which it was made. Tueè
audience had a lot of Urne to look at this
(also brief histoies of the womnen named ià
the display itself) since It took threc houri
togetthrough the whole show the Situtday
wc went down.

But the needlcwork and ceramlc
techniques used are fantastlc., The
fasinatlng deésigns of the runners {eacb
style from'the period of the womnan at the
sttîgand the intricacy and technlcal
expert Ise of -the plates woul4 make the
show wortb wcein b themscives.

The ceramic fabiction of the plates
was so trck, andthe multiple coats of
dhineapaint whtch required repeated firinjs
wereso involved that t took a year andai
haif before the first plate emnerged un-
brokén. As Chicgo recorded ln her
jornlln Mardi 1976, 1 can imagine how
Mkbechlangelo must have tekt- twetve years
i ýthat cellng. Did he do anythlng cisc

What is Chicago dem;g now? "She has
just dreamcd up amtthti flveyer
inegalomnaniac idea, The. uth Po)eçt

wIh s about te consume W àg air.
'Ibere are no blrth images liÀ eh. hlsteo
0uIj ah. sa ss citsdly> 'f;mnpv ~ ~

Dîme, Jimm
-what Altmnan is trying Io Set acroas. l'Il let'Mervin explain:

Mfervln: Speaking frorn a woman's
point of view, l'd« say that this movie
*hwcSd a typicl roup ot women who
dldnt like each otb.r 20 years back, using
Jamus Dean as a common bond then,
returning te the old stompîng ground In
1975 ànti realizing juit. how much they
disliked ecd other without Dean as th.
bond.*

Cil: ln other words, reuntons sutIc.
Mcrvln:,Yeah, itwasn't mucb fun back

dme and the gond olti days weoen't ail that
go&I atter ail.

Gil: Another thing hi that; ef ail the
major characters only Joanne rcmlly grew

uadto dothat she had te get a sex
1 mean Mena was a total

baskt cseandthe rest of th. bunch were
ailtim wapedte spine extent.
Mcrin Mna'svocabulary wasalmost

educated.
Cil: Stilted....-
Mervin; Yeah, -net 11ke a Texas girl

woultalk.
Cil: 1 guess her wek in coeebWqef '

dropp.ing eut te retuq, 10 eh. iand
dime)rmust have donhonse oodi

Mervln: Moria aIse w, =' f asIhe
mother ot James Pean's son,- Vigin Mena
M nalien the womnan whoeirt th

grave.
Çul: The Christ pirallel was a litttp

II1 UK UUUUIUWp~ p ue i mlot UUjouUflI
TiU, a bckfrte&aboUiosalut. ttaenee
the îomt i trm4hgiin TheDkinr Part.,

there woVuld have been a thousa nd.'"
The ina eryof The Dunnei' Pazy is one

of its MotP Intuing aspects. sej*
withthe. riangulàrshape of the w0o tab e
(the triangle is an ancient, symbol for
womnan) te symbollsm carrieçi through the.
plates is of vmginas,flowcrimand buttèrf lies.

moin have cmlled this overdone, -but ht
seems qutte appropriate both iwhin the
work's own context and as a reaction to
centuries of pballic images in male-
géenraed art.

V've heard rumors that the show may
alreçy be sold eut to the end of ibsrun (ai
c#6ïes the. 27th}. but by -ail means- try to
c4ole yborseli a ticket however ebu , an
anid betedown o Calgary to sec th s show.
Whokrnowsw*n mlhevco tor
part 0o the worwd agin.

Dean.à
b litant and s àeleit<Mn' yal
gllgrimage tetheset fc, &nt, "the

*Disciples of james Dean", the framed andi
illuminated portraits of Christ and Dean
side b yside).

M4ervin: 1 won't tciuch thàî with a tcn
foot pole.

Cil: What's Almran tryngte tel Us?
That Christ just ca't fulil modem
Amiericans, we need*modèrh moAlO mar-'
tyrs. e1 1 1

Mfeivmn: Hot spiti
GiI: Altman doci scean to-harp on

death andi deathi iaes, ghosts and dying
people in a parchetd, ied eut town. 1 mcmn
what kinti et town has islevers lin. lai the

Mevi:Ycah the only ime th.
characters seemeci' te live was in the
fiashbacks, ail seen in the store's mirrors,
very original and welI paced. But the movie
was a downerl

Cil: Know what you mean, terminal
imaîl eewn blues.

Mervln: It was a bit predictable.
GIi: In what way?
Mervln: Weil theri did have you

fooled, (an reference t , leannc's sudden
genersift) but-not me, justcal aic Eagle

, ?9iYou hinting t'm gullible??
A#*Vin: ..o..ne.of&thesert, just thai

toin. Ôf us Ip*ellctuals like nie arent taketi
inbsmplé,lo devices 1k. thati

GU;No kIngi
With deour eventng ended.
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by Ngt.LaRaW.
If you Ca"' gm,'4pvr the preten-

,t.sness of the rop'naine and the
sllness of the a=~f title, If.you can
Iolerate the çarish 'cover -shot -ô( Boy
George(iyou re wonderirW itie J!; hkêora
shediektbe name),if yob cmnbreýk by'
Mental associations between e.isc ;aad
the dance mUs.c currentlysteing
England, thn thitis.one clu byourtgfit
want to Set ln on.

This is probably far too many ifs for
many, cape a fr those who don't
'happen to be followvers of fashion or

- dance floor addlcts. Nevertheless, the
Ss slngle,'DoYou ReallyWanttoH-lrt

er.1 %oby. asapaFrtdsy. Fbniary 18; fi pin.

4sav lbuary 15, 1983
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