Christmas
Gift

&

A Columbia Grafonola and
a selection of Columbia
Double Disc Records
provide pleasure for the
whole family, not only
on Christmas, but during
the whole year and for
many years to come.

Prices from $20 to $650—

one for every pocket-
book and every taste.

Easy terms arranged.

Go to your nearest dealer and

select one now—pay a

: small deposit and have

it put aside for Christ-

mas. This is the only

way to avoid a disap-
pointment later.

0

Insist on this

trade mark on
all your records

Columbia cPhunugraph
0

: McKinnon Bldg., - Toronto, Ont.

b TERRITORY OPEN TO DEALERS
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to his having led, since his return to
| the property, the life of a recluse, many
of those present had never seen him;
but all wished to pay a last token of
respect to the vietim of an appalling
catastrophe; and all turned pitying eyes
on the bereaved son as he stood with
bowed head by the open grave.

When the last solemn words had been
said, and the mourners had returned
sorrowfully home, Dick sank into a chair
on the verandah with a sigh, the heavy
sigh of a man who feels that he has
progressed one stage on a long and
wearisome journey. He closed his burn-
ing eyes, and a feeling of restfulness and
something akin to peace came over him.
But he was not long undisturbed. The
man-servant came out through the din-
ing-room, & visiting card in his hand.

“The gentleman would like to see you,
sir,” he said. “I told him it was un-
likely you would see anyone just now.”

Dick took the card mechanically; it
bore the name of “Mr. Albert Screed,”
and in the corner of the card was the
significant inscription, “Criminal In-
vestigation Department, Scotland Yard.”

CHAPTER VIL

Mr. Screed Explains Himself.
W I'TH the first glance as he entered

the library, Dick Emberson recog-
nized in Mr. Albert Screed the stranger
who had made himself conspicuous at
the inquest, short in stature, about forty
years of age and generally insignificant
in physique; rather groomy-looking
about the legs, dark-complexioned and
clean-shaven; a long-pointed nose, and
slightly prominent grey eyes. Such was
the outward appearance of the man who
rose to his feet as the library door
opened.

The young man advanced, holding the
card in his hand and, without greeting
of any sort, said icily—

“Will you kindly state your business,
Mr. Screed, as briefly as possible; it
must surely be of a pressing nature,
since it brings you to me an hour after
I have laid my poor father in his grave.
I had imagined, erroneously, it seems,
that on this day, at least, I should be
free from intrusion.”

The visitor gave a little deprecatory
bow whilst his prominent grey eyes
noted every detail of the other’s appear-
ance. There was nothing in Mr. Screed’s
manner to betray the fact that he had
of malice prepense forced an interview
at a moment when he might reasonably
expect to find the person he wished to
interrogate least master of himself—
least capable of fencing with an astute
antagonist.

“If he is not a cold-blooded monster,
he must be pretty well shaken by yes-
terday’s and to-day’s work; and when
2 man’s nerves are out of gear, it is un-
commonly difficult for him not to give
himself away.”

Such had been his caleulations; and
after that first quick, keen survey he
had mentally summed up his impres-
sions—first impressions—to an habitual
observer of mankind generally the most
valuable—thus:

“Looks pale and ill; that’s no more
than might be expected. Shows a cer-
tain hostility in his manner; but that
might also be explained by a natural
indignation at my untimely visit; his
eyes meet mine firmly and steadily
enough—there’s a steely gleam in them
which suggests to me that Mr. Richard
Emberson could be a nasty antagonist if
once fairly roused—but his right band
opens and shuts convulsively over what
looks like my bit of paste-board; that
shows that the young gentleman is not
quite as calm as he would wish to
appear—that my coming fills him with
nervous apprehension—of what, I won-
der?”

«T am sorry, Mr. Emberson, to appear
intrusive,” he replied quietly. “Perhaps
it would have been better had T deferred
my visit. 1 am a business man, and 1
don’t myself allow sentiment to inter-
fere with necessary work; but it was
certainly thoughtless of me not to re-
member~ that you might be of a different
way of thinking. I w.ill call again to-
morrow if you prefer it.”

«T ghould prefer, as I said before, your
telling me at once the object of your
visit.”. :

Mr. Screed shrugged his shoulders.

«Ag you wish. With your permission
I will take a geat; the day 1s warm,
and I have been on 1y feet a good many

hours.”

The Roofing That Outlasts
the Building

It is expected as a matter of course that the ordinary roof has sooner

or later to be repaired or replaced.
The roof of ASBESTOSLATE Cement Shingles is permanent.
ASBESTOSLATE Cement Shingles are made «f best Hydraulic
Cement and Asbestos, and are practically indestructible. They continue
for years to grow harder,
tougher and more impervious to

moisture. They are fireproof,
and absolutely weatherproof , & ‘
under any climatic conditions, ﬁES Z/—J @SLA :
ASBESTOS
SHINGLES
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Grey, Indian Red and Slate, and are as handsome in appearance as they
are durable. Worite for Booklet C.C. to

never needing paint or preser-

vative.

ASBESTOSLATE Cement

Shingles are made in Newport

Asbestos Manufacturing Co., Limited

Address E. T. Bank Bldg., Montreal
Factory at Lachine, P.Q. (near Montreal)

Hotel Directory

Have Better e on noee.

Toronto Cana
Geo. A. Spear, e

.
3 Presid
I h American Plan, $2—$§3 2oy
lg t s1 $1.:’;0. European Plan,

PALMER HOUSE
TORONTO :

H. V. O’Connor, Propriot?)ﬁNADA

Rates—$2.00 to $3.00.

CALGARY, ALB};}EA, CAN.

(Queen’s Hotel JCECT. 1o, Guaein
dreat West. Rates $2 ous of the Last
Free 'Bus to all ‘ti'a$i;x.s(.)0 wad 2L 00ear day.

H. L. Stephens, Prop.
HOTEL MOSSOP

'l:oronto, Canada.
European Plan,

F. W. Mossop, Prep.

: ‘\:I\'gsu:lutely Fireproof,

Rooms \vilhnﬁt bath, $1

Rooms with bath, $2 gg 3;

THE NEW FREEMAN’S HO:I‘;‘J:A
(European Plan)
One Hundred and Fifty Rooms.

Single rooms, witho
? ¥ ut bath,
E $2.00 per day; rooms with bath, s3125(())0 :)"eli

For your home —1It contributes d“gt*‘“;‘ upwards.
to health and happiness and is a - James and Notre Dame Sts., Montreal,

source of beauty. T
For your store — It increases ott
trade, brings good will and avoids ::Oa' S
5 - rooms.
Errors. American Plan, $3.00 to $5.00
For your office—It prevents eye $15%u5'88%s" efx)tl""' $1.60 to §3.50
strain and makes for efficiency. : 2 o bl

Alba Lighting QUEEN'S HOTEL, MONTREAL

g 2.50 to $4.00. American Pla
letures 300 rooms. "
give you better light, more of it, and
usually reduce lighting expenses.

Alba glassware does the most s s
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trlat can be~ done for lxgh?—l‘t sends Accommodation fo;lr%%{?ooéuests $1.50
the hght where you desire it in a American and Europeﬁn .1’lam'a.. G
soft, evenly-diifused radiance.

THE NEW RUSSELL

KING EDWARD HOTEL

T y Alba shades in one or two places, TR SR S SOTEA

your dealer has theumn, or can get them, London, Canada.

For stores, offices and American Pl :

: 5 pubs can Plan, $3.00 per da

fie plnces‘, send for Catalogue rooms with running hot and coyldm:gatuel;. a‘lallo1

{:10'7' For homes, Catalogue telephones. Grill room open from 8 to 12
042, p.m. Geo. H. O'Neil, Proprietor.

Macbeth-Evans LA CORONA
Glass Company A Favorite Montreal Hotel, 453 to 465 Guy 8t
. T Room with use of bath, $1.50 and $2 :
ego%?epat oronto Room with private bath, $2, $2.50 and §3
Cafe the Best. La Corona and its service

acknowledged Montreal’s best, but the ch
M ) are no higher than other first-class hotel‘lf‘“

IN ANSWERING ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE MENTION ““THE CANADIAN COURIER."'



