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By Hl. Mortimer Batten

"ER-IC--the rï boss, -llepd "Tat will teacli the. aNdpes whàtdown &rm the Fooltbfie an tbey'rc up againsf I" ebserved Berwick.aviawohe frorn the heigta. It was 'AinYway, I caes they won't corne moocli-
the thir4 tineý that menth, t he binin aund t way for a week or two."had hsappened, and as yet the boys FM md adr the foreman known what was

,ifiied to tch the perpetrators. Berwick, bai--pening at that moment, however,
drw- opposite t he veranda ofef bis gratification migit -have' been leas
rânehi lÏe, whte with fury and in a liberailY mingled with mirth.
ilôud of diýt.

à(ouh about eixteen etroiled fer-II
wh'oetim. He waa auart, Ve Indian whohadut the wie

gôodWldg ýongscr, resed aterwere two brothr-prfessional wolvcrs
do>n.ý It was Hal Henley: the rnargin of Lbru Lake, about twelve- 'Gee 1 but yeu seem mu ne end of a ]miles frorn Haniey's ranch, and thougli
hiury, captain; I drawled the boy, with men o.f t ougli I7atrial, they were regarded
à humoroüs, one-eided smile. "V;hy fe8 uiet cbaracters.

* din't you it -on the pon a' neck and -Tiicse men, Joe and Peter Long, had
you'd have get here sooner?' a lit tic grievance against white men in

* "'Where'a the base Mast' Tai?"l generai, and Haniey in particular. At
blited out the range boas. ",Some onc time there was game in plenty but

* blame coyote has gene snd sceepc'J now hr was littie. Tbey had to thank
tbroush them wires again." the white man for the departure of the

"Net Say,- dad, this is a briglit look- buffale and the deer. Then it was fiariey
out," the boy i4ded, as a big,, squrre- who set methodically te work te destroy1
mlouldered,. red liaired man louclicd the wolves, se that to-day there were ne
frern the bungalow. "Tbem Indh.-ns wolvcs ieft and ne bounties for killiing
have out the boundary wires again.f? themn. Indeed it was ewing te the

"Ye," adlded Berwick, "cut them wealthy ranch owncr that the country
i fiveplaces and let six hu NM bead had become converted from a game

of cattie lause cente the range. It wil ý-,i1erncss, into a more or lesa proaperouà
tAlce the boys ail day ta gèt the bunch stock rearing district.

ranch owner colored up angrily.
'Who did it?" lie demanded.
"lIndians, of course,"I answered the

foreman, "and in my opinion, air, you 've
oplyr' yourself te cenratuiste. Theni
Indiana have Voat hank you for net being
aleéte trap beaver along the creek this
qesen. It was you wlio pointed eut
that beaver were getting scarce, and it
waaà you wlie stepped the trapplng.
Some of thesý Indiana ain't going te
osand dowrn on that without retaliation,
uinoe it coanes pretty liard on meat of
fhem."

Mi,. Han1 stainped acrosa the verana.
"It w oul cre a deal aiht liarder

Yf ther found ne beaver lcft i two ycars'P
tiMe, 'eserved lITaI during the momen..
try- lult. "They'U ihave te tbank dad
*hen for plenty beaver, instead ef noneat a."e

"l'il tell you what ta de, eerwic,"
iaid thé ranch owner presentiy. c"Vre
*et te show them Indiana wliat tbey're
up aainat. Tell the boys te acnd word
round hat anvene found along our
boundary line aftcr dusIc wili -et shot at.
Rig eut seme of the boys witli those oid
shl etgn of yeurs, 1,l'.ty chari-ed, and
set fthem te patrel the bune. Tell them Alaskan
!t's my orders that tbey've tea care y

Tnin hey sec ftrar.New gt!' For ail this changed state ef affairas sTh oean grinned and vankffhed Joc and Peter Long blamed fianey.
i a loud of duat. And the ciosing of the beaver season was oý"'Say, d4d, that's a bit risky, isn't it?" the last utraw. It was Illaniey wlio had Iiiobserved HiaI. "Some %of them boys of driven away the gaine and divided their ceours arcn't te be trusted witl i frearirni. huating ground by hirli wire fences. N'Tbey'll sure go and pepper some 1:id What more naturai, then, than that diout with a rifle after gophers."Ithcy shouid shov tlcir enmnity by cutting yý'Cani't be heipod," an-avered the ranch do,'.vn the hated wire fence? CIowner. impatientiy. "VWè d(on't wnr t The news that any Indian found about t]ne Indianq nor anyone el3e hitting Fiong flie boundary aftcr dark, oniy increased dieux Uine after dark."lthea nn,,r ,of +bn( , ., in p-ii

. Duning tho succceding niglits severaI
c4Lttle punchers watchcd the boundnry
fence ecd man armed with a riFrty
mu7:-Iie joader charged with smali shot,
jin-1 a wcek later one of the beys caurht
the, %ire cutters red-banded. fiearing
a f-int sound ceming down the wir 9
lie lisened intentiy, then, slipping frogx
bis cayuse, procecded te scout on foot.
Aeain -hoclicard that sharp £"rin,")
followed by the vlbrating recoil of the
reVered xxire. Thon just ahead of hlm
ho 's:w two lndi:îns stooping over thie
wire, thoir penies tethered near. lic
teck ,;t(-.t(ly aim and fred-not at il'e
men, but at their unfortunate eis

A terrifie report shook the hlio
tiien camne a shriilseream. Thc r:tn,-c
was shorter than the punechor had jud'-ci'
i tVie arnc but quick as prr.

fo:x-, the Indians gained their monnts
iinrl IvA: info the ggkuinn.

Jkith t ritiuinhant ' 'whiooes" the o c--i
boy gave ('hase, îuost <ff tho ranch nia:te
following froini uifierent pohint,, f t lie1
ceinnass. TIliev nursueil t o the elle
of the range, then jn pilliii) mpfor a ne:t tlier,

-u ulger i LnSe LO me .10l'O lemn
this w'as a froc land; ne one had a right
te mai:c iaws te siit his ewn cenvenience.

1That ni7ht the Indians set eut intent
on cutting the wires ail up and dewn
and driving the cattie peil-meil inte the
can,,.yons.

But their plan ef campai-n was thwart-
ed, as aiready described. IyId they known
that when thc shot was fired there was
but one man near, that man would have
fared badly, but naturaily they concludcd
that the whole ranch sta-,ff was iki'en
in ambush te give chase. Se away t!be(y
went, wifl- as the wind, the thunder of
hoofs behind thein, the empty eche of
the rin,-,o ahead. They headcd for a
stretch of n ' nd ounin Hlcouîntry,
known as l\idni 'glit Canyvon, throtngh
which, tlîey knew, fewv borsoînen would
attempt te. travel witb the darkness
overhead.

Pcter's cayuse was bit, but there was
ne toiling whPt ývr it '.sosriotidýv hnrîned.
Once it scroani(i andmd chnot fell. Behind
thon-i the v heard Illeho îîrsuing cw. boyvs,
s0 i t wa:; mit s:ife to slackIcn pace f iii
the <an.in iw:î- l:c, !

TleY cenlthe river iirth Iv,
ai gainod the narroýý slhejp traclc tlîar

wound giddily up the face of the precîr-ice Presently Hahiley turned to the- bar-
to a height of six hundred feet. 'Iheir tender. "'Say, IVve got to go up country
ponies took the track at a trot tilt they and want a mesigenger te take with tre,'
wcre past midw ay, then something he said. "la .there anyone around who
terrible happened. might suit?"

Peter's cayuse suddenly gave a scramn "Tbere's tat Indian at the other end,
'of pain and rared high up on the narrow Wu'gested the bartender i a quiet voice.
shef. The Indian trew hinsef for- "'He's a quiet fdlow, quite dependable.
ward, bis body rigid, but for a second You might look further and fare worse.'
the animal seemed to hang there. Then llanley strode over to Joe and _put
siowiy but surely it went over bacl-wards forward lis proposa.L He wanted him
and without a sound both cayuse and-tot ride back to the ranch in the buggy,
mnan feUl giddily into the biackncss of the obtain two ponies, end ride back to meet
guicli. him up the range to-rnorrow.

For some moments Joe couki not. For a moment a savage glcamn came
grasp the grim truth. He was a-lone mnto the Indian's cyca, then he. quietly
on the sheff. Somcwhcre at the foot- accepted the offer. H1e was told that
of that black void iay the man who had the ranch owner's son weuld meet bim
riddcn with him. in an hour and ride back with Mim, after

Joe Long slowly dismounted andl looled wbihie was to tac ail orders from Efai.
downintothe loom Thre huered An hour before sunset Hal Hanleyan

fet bcow lie could sec the white river se u fo hect i oose-
moingw iete roar of it fiilod the wheeled i uggy, and soon the dusty avenue

cm o n g withghot yson . T en lwy was left Ibehind and the stiil, sweet-
teIndin rose to Mis feet, his fnce to- scented pareiaU aead

wards the stars. No words left bis lips, Hali Haley kew something pl->)ut
but bis mag-nificent teeth shone wl'itc Ind-ians and soon hie was chatting about
in the starliglit. lus hands were crossed musquash, beaver and wolves as tl'ouph
before him, and Mis wholc bony frame he had been broughllt Up inl a menarerie.
seemed drawn up tense as thou,- it In reply, howc,, the good-lookingq
some great effort. hwt Indian at Mis side gave an oecaionai

For uli a inut li st od t ere a runt, tilt fH a i alm opt let he rt. T hen,odr fulypeaofmint, iesvag eranhood ingin bis tunie pocket, the bov'swodru fid at svlest broher ngers found a smnall imitation &gerèswearing ei7city ohsltbrhe thebandle of which was ornamented antiwbose seul was now among the stnrs-.ý 1 ,r1i polished. Here, at any rate, wasswearing te avenge this bitter injusticeapae-feig ogade-i1tctr
tha ha falenupo thm. henliecompanin and make himi in a More

< tarcative moed.
Then the Indian became aware that

hi.s companion was holding 'sonietl'ing
out to him. What was it?-a littie
imitation dagger, with -white handie,
iii wMeih was set a bright red stone.

The Indian teok it. Why lie did se
he did net know. Hie wondered often
later. But the boy meant it for hm-
a peace offermng, 'such as one Indian irit
give another te establisb good frith
between them. fiai was a clever, attrvc-
tive youngster with a fund of outcâcr
knowl!edC;e andi a quiet way with* hir
tha-t usually enabled him to make friends
with the Indians. Soon he drew Joe
into conversation, and as they talI:ed on,
the twilight settiing about thern, the
popher scuttling from their path, the
Indin beg7an to wonder if, after -il, l'e
I'ad ay reai ,rievance against this boy
whose interests wcre se much al:in teo
l'is own, whose quiet voice was s0 much
like that of bis brother Peter.

"1 guess we'll* be good frliends, J.oe,"I
serid fiHai, when at length -they gained
tlo ranch. "But YOU take MY tip and
d'-n't ro butting around the city. It
aîn't ne place for ah Indian. The citv

W61f Indians ain't worth a cuss and if y ou wian t
a job you cerne aiong te me. 1'il get

trncip - Lm cYue aci lo _od aw yeufxdu rgtaaThe - -di... du s notybro u any
c)t.Th irndin doanet rek suchan
'ath. Toe« li»t ila necrieddte takeaw
De fo aslife-itlfa aw sared duty-a iaw
oil a if icfe ithat oli a ru e

do ot and ice toe orid eg.I a. fi
.ees- netyorgiv oers. t aybis
hars-teonty, tbuty yme arsee is
Lhe tcre ute dy '.e be i no,
lie-o i carined uorlccoH.e
ie in 11happncss. ldhv sn.)tlThceu ltaley weud have kmt ies
âe aefuiiyht niglithmelfnen hat
le hd hogtuo imef'.c i

houselioid
Joe Long toid ne one of bis brote'

f' noneone was much l intcrested.s common knovicdge that lie id
le 'th hE1fe soehew whie on tie ranges.
Thu.s, Ileither I-lanley non the raluge boss
non anyene else couid gue§s what had
bappened. Things went on mucli thesanie at the ranchî and amidst the bustie1
ani presperity t he incident of the wire
Cutting was soon forgotten.

Joe seen bogan f0 foci the pineli of
loncliness, bowever, and erc many wcckçs
were îm"elih e ikod bis few bclongings
and roudo off fto Bnff:tlo city. [le'hart
ho-ai d t at a gooni Indian could die welqI1
in the city in îliî'w ditysand, anvia
ho iyumel a hann-e of air.t

Shortiy atter this lilw chanccd te)ilîe in ]i'lîon bu. m rus :and Jeu sIW iIi.i îi ']i t t' l i otelen't lance. sieîî
t e 'i Iinn fî' t o'eI l(- founîllî-u,
in t lie lieuclin ti vIlîha nîighhborigIl
rom <l\\ui :111(l oi' tiîi ils place atmt li ii l'edoi f tfliC ounitcî. wateioiir
iTn sileflcC2

p
h

When Mr. fianiey retmirned Hiai asked:ý"Say, dad, wliat de you tlnk of that
India'n?"

"He's all niglit,", replicd the range
owncr absent-mindcdly. "Ain't much
te say for himscif, Whiiiýh 15; perhaýp, 'a
good fault."

"I was thinking, dad, that its. chrtt
time we had a messen7er on this.raiRçE,
pursued the boy. "We.'re 8hot t 7ndéd
arld it takes one puncer ail bis time

unigrouind the.ranich aff or yeu nni
,4eivening mail. 1 propesewe tal.eon tlic
Inn'd. IT&il comd' in m.i.,bty useful. as
generai factotumn, espeei4lly- wben.-We
go -h'un'tinu in ~ the fUl."

-"Talie -him on if you likîe," ausýwered
fianiey, "it's'your ishow, an yy" z

Joe Long accepted.thç post cfniEengrer
at the ranch, wltli the resuit that lie ard
Hal' saw a good deal ofef cdi ther, Int heir spare time Hal ta -t the red man.te
shoot, and the Inditan 1taun-lt hlm te
snarc rabbits, trap musquash. and catch
xïild fowl in the rceds.

Ere a month wàs passed, however,
hIe bou1ndarv fence wafs cuif on(, darkr.ight in a dezen difTcrcnt pinces, nard tv-o
hundred *head of catilestmedro

th e. van o ornq e w err' croy-c!ccl ov rthe c-e by the franntin m>a-s cornmrgalong becbind, otiiers !-(litIOloil!!iong the
r'oC1:s and were cru bced or pit-iîrcvd by
f ilin1 boui1ders, wueout cf tle ont ire
)ullfi not more i han tftv were f nïilv

jrlelback teto liv orrel,. ITppl. wnas
wxldi, Bowikwis f1orioýs mnd tho w'mboic

iiiî'li staiff vu on t ml-t oie. Tbere
was no cdue by which the maiefactor
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