“why Catholics desire to have their children
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H0lf, ¢ \\ ords niove, but example forces, is an
old, but true axiom  Give good L\nmplolowur
lmucchold and they nre with you: give them
"lvml example and they are with you too, Apply
this principle to the scheol-room, the college,
the corporation, the city, the state, and, in gen-
eral, it is true that men ave what their sunouml-
ings make them. This is why Catholics de-
mand denominationn! edueation.  This is why;
they cannot, do not, dare not send their ehildren
to those godless, demoralising and pestiferous
public educational estublishiments of the present
day, whose greatest bonast is that they are ereed,
Jess : where everything religious is carefully
(lisc.xmcd~ where discipline is as decidedly n
name as good example is a phantom.

This is

cducated in Catholie schools and colleges, sur-
rounded by Catholic usages, breathing a religi-
ous and Catholic .mnmphcnc in order that they
may be grounded in its sacred truths both by
word and example, That out-ery about homne!
and sunday-school instruction is, what we ig-
norant Irishmen eall, balder-dash.  The great
majority of parents are incompetent, cither!
1hrou~h want of time, inclination or ability., to‘
jinpart to their children the essential vlcmcnlw
_of a good religious training. :
And iIs it not an'insult to the mtelh"cnce ‘mdl
immeortality of the soul to suppose that a f(-\\'i
hours Sunday-school teaching cdan . effect It":
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Notwithstanding the div: ersity ‘of their defini-

tion, we have seen that all admit the power of |
cduu\tmn cither to preserve, improve or origin-
ate civilization in any acceptation of the term.

We must have civilization of some description,

whether it consists in the preservation of what
the present affords, whicli recognizes revelation,

religion, the head aud heart, reason and God as :
its fnnd.lmeni'xl principle, or in that which|
Bows before no - authority, no power, no light'
superior to the one which bursts from the sun !
-of man’s jlluminating and unaided intellect-
ualism. - To ])ro‘tcct"civi]ization we must pre-
vent crime, to hinder crime we must cducate ;
‘but what sort of education will ensure success ?
Crime, reformation, progress, are the watchwords
of the hour, Crime is ubiquitous. Like a
violent and devastating pestilence, it sweeps
over the land,; victimizing individuals, familics,
omcmlc legislators, 'the mechanic and thc
Jncrc]nnt the Jfrnm.mt and the leamned, master
and servant; in fine, no class or: comhhon es-
capes the contagion, How remedy these cvils?
Society is not secure,. It is drifting like a vecscl

bufieted by, a mountainous and angry otenn,
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menaced by every rock andshoal in its billowy
bosom, and requiring an agency more thaw.
human to rescue jt from ruin.. But low ex--
terminate the canses, counternct the effects nnd”
restore to perfect healthfulness a fraine shattered”
by this debasing, destructive and multiform
enormity, - Give an education as universal, re--
generative, ennobling, and productive of good,
as this is of evil results, seems to be the corres-
ponsive reply thundered from the opposition .
Hence the question, Does education
prevent crime? and- i o, what must be its -
churneteristios? A =olution must Le - found
where shall we find it?  That it exists not in
the camp of the infidels,’n few reasons wilk
suftice to show, :

For, even allowing that all can explore the
Pmystic regions of science, so s to hoist their

Camps.

ensigns on the pinnacle of pl*rﬁ-olinn, would
i that be asafeguard against crime 2 All acknow-
ledge that withont education there is nothing
but vice mud Larbarism; bul with a merely in-
telectual culture would the iniguity be less?
Would men be superior to what they were
ninteen centuries ago?  There was then eivil-
ization and crime, but would we be better off”
now witlour mental developiment and rational. -
ism ag 0 moral legislator?, EKxperience teaches
thai the great mass of mankind never have at-
tained, or never ean attain, to that standard of |
intelligence “which, scientists” sa¥ is alone
capable of forming good and useful members of
society, Therefore they devote the vast ma-—
jority of mankind to be the inevitalle factors
of erime.  This, of itscelf, would he sufiicient to
prove the nceessity - of fanother power to
oppose the effects of ignorance, partial or en-
tive, and this means Catholics cnl[ the religion
founded by Jesus Christ ninteen hundred years -
ago,— religion which has exeried such, and.

tgo satutary an influcuce on all clusses during

this lapse of ages, ~ Dut'granling that the scien-:
tific unfolding of the mind was easy, perfect and.
universal, would iniquity, independently ofany
other adversary, be less rampant and revnlting?:
History siys not The reformatories, hospitals,
prisons and penitentiaries answer no, Men of
information and cultnre, unguided by religion,
have in all ages contribuled more than their
fuota to the common fund of wickedness. This
is not ‘only true, but even rational.. Men
Lrought up. in o spirit of sel f-suiticiency, ignot-
ant of their duty to God, to their neighborand -

{hemselves, troubled with no  qualms ‘of con-

science, heedless either of joys or torments in
the futnrc and h\nght foplaceall (hc:rlmppmcss-




