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PHE CLERGY AND REFORM

The clergy of the United States who
cufered the  reeent campalgn to an
uapregedented extent, did that which it is
thelr privilege to do, Mvery Irjue Involves
not only the right but the duty ot
oapression to thelr views.

The workingmen, the wealtht producers
of the United States, went wrong in advo.
cating currency debagement, It was  the
duty ot the clergy to tell them ro, to show
the vight course, For such purpose the
clerleal office exists,

Lot thuse who assume dts datios always
Condemn the weung while leading to the
right. But it the worklpgimen Instead of
rolng wrong In the ndvocacy of currency
debaseient hnd gone right in advocating
the approprintion of the rental value of
land fnstead of all other taxatlon, would
the dlergy have becn as ready to cuthie vt
on thelr side? Jaet every  ddersyman ask
lwselt that xpucativn, when such vteagions
have arlsen In the past It has been casy
for the clergy to discover that thelr duty
lay In the direction of prezching the Gospel
and not Interference In political questions,—
of course there are many noble exceptious,
clergymen  willlng *o endure the poverty
whlch must necessarily follow a course
1IMey to offend the “gods of the lower
world.” They have spoken out for the
right on all oceaslons regardless of
cousequences. But It cannot be denled  that
they are less numerous than their brethern
who have freely shown the Ameriean
vworkingmen the corror of hiz ways. Let
the workingman clalm that swbleh s his
own, a share in the value that his lnbor,
fmparts day after day to the Iand of
hls cltv, town or other municlpality and
the  cause of the stagnation which now
deprives him of leave to toll, will Le ree
moved.\White it is profitable to hold land
fdle or comparatively idle it wil be done
and the result wil'  » Idle or comparatively
fdle  mun,

bt—

The Star trles to make capital out of the
fact that when a large afumber of iabor-
ers were wanted recently to do sotite ex-
cavating in connection with the Metro.
politan Street Raliway, only a few moen ap-
]nllwl or were aaxioty for the jobs. Then
t beging to minimise the frequent state.
tent that much destitution prevalls In the
clty, aud siareastically remarks  that the
fdle men don’t want work.  The wage
offered for the services of the white slaves
was from Sl to SL2LH a day. out of which
they  were  expeeted  to support  thelr
famllies. Board, such as It [N, the taske
masters were willlng to provide at &3 a
week for a single person; not fn a fur-
nished  room, but under a canvas tent.
The work Is of an arduous nature, snd only
the strong could lhope to succeed at it
Vnskitled 1t may be, but et a skatied editor,
n preacher or unhiersity  professor of
political cconamy try to handie a pick and
zhotel for one day, U safe to venture the
statemene that fve titnes the remunerition
wouldn't tempt him to contlnuce the job,
'8 all very well for a weliofed or tic
whose labors are casy aud pleasant to chid..
his hutibler fellows because they won't
undertake certaln mannnt labor  offertng
suek splendld Inducements as a dollar 2
day, even though lu need of fond and shiell
er, Imt there Is a Himnlt to which wen will
colseit to be ground down to stuarvation
wages; nature  rebels azatnst It It°
galllugz to e told you ust accept a cer-
aln Wage or yull must stanve, and i you
cdon ¢ aceept 1t to be clagsed as a loafer nud
an “agltator.”” 1t I« not at all unitkely
that It the wage offered for laborers® ser.
vices was but dfty cents a day Tle Star
writer would mahe the sathe charge against
those who refused to tol) at—thlnk of {1—
ffty cents a dag, with free air and water
thicown tn.  The Star report of this tuel-
dent needs to be taken with a grain of
credullty,

The tther sllm clection repnrts from
Declaware, us to the outeome of the singie
tax campalgn on November 3, provide few
particulars upon which to_comment,

Justice, the Delaware 8. T. organ, intl-
mates In Its last issue, that the returns,
which are somewhat lucomplete, rhow, at
Ieast three legislatorn elected for New
Castle county to the State Assembly. Be-
sideg a erushlag defeat was administered
to the Demecratle mtachine of the game
county.  Senator I'yle, who ran on the
single tax tieket, wax elected by n good
majority.  IProm uld that ecan be learued
much  Lribiug  prevailed  thraaghout the
State and It worked havoe swith the in-
dependent tickete. The election returns,
whether favoring one or other of the old
partles, thangh it seemsg the Dempocrats sue-
cceded, can hardly bo snald to attest the
best Jjudgment of the people, In view of the
corupt metliods 80 generally adopted by the

party machine to retaln power, Tho pov-
etty of the magses caslly tade rendy dupes
for the scheming politiclany, who used
freely the money lever to coerce the weak
and wretched creatures of bad soclal cons
dltlons,  ‘I'he wrlter knows something of
the conditions In Delnware, It Is no ldle
stutement to say that n good proportion
of Delnwarlans have been ‘;or yoears utter
Iy debagehed by the grimy  politicluug,
who tmike the boast that théy could elect
whomsoerer they chooge, ‘Ilie expeetuney
of cash for vofes upon the part of the
clectotate prevalls from one end of the
State to e other; 1t tequires thue to
erndieate, und It I3 to the credlt of the
single tux party that this feellng 14 grada-
ally belng displaced by other and unobler
fwpulses, The result” of less than two
veirs of earnest and  persistent  campalgne
ng, teaching the slnu{u tux phllosophy, 13,
and most be, gmlltf'lng to ull lovers of
gowl poverment,  ‘The ~ campalgn began
with cnthuslasm; it ends for the st el-
vitlon perlud of the State with sthl great-
1 tithaslasas, and will continue incessaut
Iy untfl a mwajority of the peopie of Dela-
ware deelile to accept the doetrine—the
land for the people, G L B

In a work by I’'rof. Goldwin Stth, cn-
titled  Questtung of the Day,”’ pubilsued
a few years agu, the author undertoviv to
ddlcule the Slugle Tan wethod of tana
tivh by stathie that 1t was not feastble,
and a8 proof of it, Instanticed the City of
Venfee, which was bullt fn the water,
and he nsked, How would it be possible
to apply the Single Tax In  this caxe?
1r 1 Lu\'c not stated correctly the full
meantnge Mr. Smith {utended to lmply in
substance, I thiuk my verslon of it 1s uot
fur astray. .

However, what briugs the matter to
mind 1s the recent action of Comutroller
I'ftch, of New York, who Is compelling
the ferry companles to pay reatals to
the clty for lands under water. “The New
Yotk corn-sl)ond\-nt of the Natlomu! Slx'nt:lc
Faxer, writlng to that journal, sags. “The
rental of the West 42nd strect ferry ')3:13
been rafsed from §19,000 to §11,000. ‘The
New York Central & Hudson HKiver rafl-
road has agreed to this, but declined to
cohslder the added §1,000 as rental for
tund under water. The board, however,
got the better of the rallroad cowpany
whea the Marrlson street ferry franchise
was taken up.  Mr. Van Arsdale, for the
raflrond company, agreed to pay a rental
of tnenty-hve conts a square foot for the
land under water, covered by the ferry
bridge and ferry house,” llere Is a strik-
Jug ustration of the fact that a tax can
be levied. We teed not o further than
Tasonto to detnonstrate the euntire prac-
Ueabiitty of taxing land under water, for
i numcrots cases alelig the water front
the ity s recelving rental for the privlk
loge of using water loty,

“Labor stands ready, but finds 1o work,”
I5 the stoiking headilne of a colmmn ar.
ucte In the New York Journa) relating to
the large number of ldie wen in that ctiv.
Edison G. Jerome, agent of the Charlty
Organization  Soclety, whose work tikes
him all over the city, in the course of an
interview sadd that *the men who have
applted for asslstunce this year are all of
good appearance and are willug to work,
and on examinim: them 1 confess that
1 have bLeen puzzied to witderstand tlelr
cases,  They secin to be so intelligent, so
capable and so willlng that 1 wouder ut
thelt faliure to get work.” ‘The Journal

. estimates that from ten to fifty per cont.

of the members of organfzed ¢rades are
wie, aud with no jmmedlate prospect of
auything to du. In additton to these faets,
$t I8 stated that hundreds of cases of pov-
erty, sufferluzg and death are never heard
of by the public owlng to the innate pride
of men to hide thelr true conditlon from
public  seruting.  ‘The good  thues that
were to be ushered In with the clection
of \Wm. MceKintey seetn to be as far off
as over. 1 wish that our temperalice
friends contd be persuaded to Jook a lttle
deeper ino the soelal  discontent  that
ahounds ot ¢very side, fnstead of attrie
butlug the cause of poverty to & supers
gelal ovil, such as the Hanor tmffle Is.
Never before, it Is sald, bave there been
*o tany unemployed tien. so miich poverty
and destitution, so many sulcldes owing
to poverty, as It Is recorded for 1805.G
(u one clty alone, aud tunt i New York,
which way be regarded as the wealthiest
city In the United States. To attribute
this state of affalrs because of the exiat-
etice of the liquor traffle, or that this
«tate of affalrs could be very interlally
benefited by the removal of  the alcohol
habit woulkl be rjdicuious In the extereme,
There can be no question about the cvils,
aud they are numerous, that result from
lutemperance, aad there can be no doubit
but that I men_were freed frowmn the cvils
of Intemperabee the commuaity as a whole
would be blessed with much mere happle
uess anad less misery than now prevalls,

The ciuse which produces g0 manhy e
wmen, Intelligent, ecapable and willing to
work, ltes mueh deeper than our temper-
ance friends are ready to ackitowledize.
The wrlter for many years was au ardent
bellever In the doctrlne that Intcmperance
was the chief cause of Idlencss and pove.
erty, and that if only this c¢vll was Xc-
moted idlencss, poverty and crlmo would

be lessencd to a minimum, My vislon s
mich clearsr, berauso ot new Jght re-
celved.  Tho Dbest courso of study I cver
utilertook in_ my life was thoe  political
ceonomy of Henry George, and no one
who will atudy his philosopby cnn cowme
to any other conclusion, that tho cause of
fdle men and Involuntary poverty — to’
voluntary, mind you-Is because of land
wonopoly.  Whtle tand, the rource of Wee,
tk made the private property of a few,
o long wll “fndustrinl sluvery, poverty
and dextitotion atnony men contibue,

——t—p——

WORK A SCARCITY,

Tady—My man, if you would go to
work— e
Tramp=It aint work mum, that I
want half as mush alz 1t is something
to cat. '
Lay—Why do you dresas like this?
. Tramp—Because I aint got the means,
if 1 could get work to do, why mum
1 wouldn't be like this,

i

A very pathetlie letter and apparently
genulne, appeared In the New York Jour-
ual fn Its issue of the Tth, That such a
letter should bLe penned §s n reflection,
uot upon the writer as 1t is upon the pro-
ple_of Amerien, Here It Is:

“Ifor $100 I'm_ wllilvg to sell myself to,

anyoit¢ who wishes u slave, I am ready
to do what the buyer will ask of me; toll
as his slave or kill myself, fnsured In hig
favor. Do not belleve that I am fnsane,
for I am not. 1 am only tired of walking
the streets, entering hotels and cafes to
find out work of any kind. 1 am twenty.
elght  years old, speaking and wrlting
I'retich and German and  understanding
de Ye entry bookkcc‘rlng. I served In
Undle Sam's army and I bave a good dis-
chuarge.  Sluce then I have been In New
York Clty. I have tricd cverythlng to
seeure any employment, but without avall

nol cven as a dish washer or Stroet
cleaner,  ‘Lhercfore 1 kindly request you
to publish these few jnes In your paper
and authorize you to give wmy mune and
address to any person who hag got the
(‘i'lsll or 13 willlng to Lelp a sulfering bro.
ther."

On being Interviewed by a reporter, the
man stated that e was 2 total abstalner
and had no bad hablts, and that he was
perfectly sincere In writing his letter.

FIGHTING FOR EMPLOYMENT.

The cagerness with which men fight one
aother for the opportunity to earit a liv-
ing was well ustrated fn Urenton, New
Jersey, the other day. TLe New Yorx
Journal, In referring to the fight between
some Itallans and Unlted States laborers,
stated that the cause of the trouble was
nothing but poverty among the men, ‘I'he
Italians, it appears, were desperate for jobs
that would provide them with means ot
subsistance. So, also were the native lue.
borers, but the latter objected to the Ita.
llans making o proposition to work for less
wages, consequently the men began fight.
Ing among themselves. The unnatural
scrable for leave to toll will cause such re-
suits and much worse results so long as it
exlsts.

Wiile we continue a gystem of taxation
that makes It profitable for men to keep
land ldle, crowding would-be workers Intn
the citles, avd keeping them out of work
wlien there. Whfle there are prospects of
zain in holding lund {rom use there wint
be a struggle for the privilege of earning
a lving. It wll cause the meanest of de-
vices among men cager to displace one
another. It will cause petty trickery amoog
men capable of better things and ashamed
of thelr own meannesy, It will cause the
pinch of poverty among men able to pro-
vide themselres with a comfortable living.
and wlll feree the less fortunate Into thn
rauks of tho tramp and the thlef. Were
tho rental value of land taken for publie
purposcs, all Inducement towan) mere land
holding, which i3 responsible for this con.
ditlon, would bo removed.

B prs . aml




