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VAGUE EVANGELISM AN OB-
STACLE TO TRUTH.

*The increase of profession is not conclu-
sive proof that piety increases.. A religions
4xo is not necessurily an age of religion.”—
MagspEy.

< If nations are to perish in their sins,

*I'is with the Chureh the leprosy veging.”
Cowrgn.

If anything more effectually than down-
wright ignoranee paves the way for the ag-
greasions of Rome, it i3 the vague and
Andefinite évangelism which at present so
widaly prevails. Some one has justly
said, that there is a great ditfurence between
a “free Gospel” and a » faithful Gospel.”
Jven wicked men Like, in ous sense, the
Adea of # free Gosp«-:l, a3 something upon
which they may alwavs fall back witheon-
fidence.  Itis a faithful Gospel from which
they cheinks it is when the Gospud i3 ap-
plied to the condennation of their poculiar
aing that they exclaim, in dishike, « Hast
ihou founl e, O mine encmy ™ It this
truth were duly considered, 1t would go
far to expli€n what to many in the present
day is a-ipystery, that there is very much
preaching and lidle practical improvement
the wide elreulation of a certain class of
evangelierl publications, and yet the head-
long cowrsa of society—even professedly
Chnstian  society—towards evil, towards
covetousnesy, cheating, lying, Sabbath-
breaking, ungodiiuess, and oppression; and
the steady progress of Romanism under
the fostering care of Government, and
with the tacit occurrence of the great mmuss
of profesing Christians.  Somehow or
other, the salt has Jost its savour; and what
is the cause?

The class of sermons and publications to
which we refer profess to maintain a very
“high spiritual tone, and at the same time
bo adapted to all classes of people. The
Bible is so adapted; bnt there is this wide
difterence, that the Bible, whilst proclaim-
g a free Gospel, does not shun to declare
the whole counsel of God—it cries aloud
against all evil; whereas the publications
wnd sermons in question aveid all reference
to matters, buth of theory and practice, by
whiclh any considerable classin the so-called
religious world might be offended, upon
the plansilde preiext that these are matters
«f doubtful dixputation. . Union is cried up
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as the great desideratum—unioq at alt?
any price. Now, union is a matter @
speakable importance; and thereare ™"
subordinate matters which ought not J
stand in the way of the union, or "
events, of the cordial united action, 0
Chuistians ; but this union must nevel 2
purchased by the sacrifice of vital B¢
sential truth. Some one has said ther®
two kinds of union—the union of fre¢ #
aud the union of fusion. Wrost will W
as well as fire—it will unite all sortd 0“. .
congruous clements, but without expe “3
dross and rubbish; whereas the hed
Divine love, which is the only true elé"wo(
of Christian union, wiil, in the very “c;y,
uniting. tend to expel everything un)‘v'of‘ M
The people of Chirist are one in HiMr g
Leine one in Him, they ail brczlt}.le‘ o
This 13 something very di ellﬂ
from the compromising and calewl#’
conforminz to which we have wfcr'efh,:
whose upperniost questioa is not, ¢ M
saith the Loed 77 but, « How much of ¥
the Lord savs is it expedient for mé
i
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preach or publish#” 'The sovereignt
God, for example, in the saivation O

ners, is caretully shunned, becanse cons?;
able classes of professing Clristians 10

of
v
ot

$

Le offended. Original sin ®and e“".‘ng
punishment are slightly treated,  The K

ly authority of Christ, which forms$ .
very basis of the Apostolical Comm™ o
—+# All power is givan to me in he! o
and upon earth: go ye, t/qufbre,_‘l;d'
teach all natons”—is cautiously avor”™
out of rezavd to gainsayers who may o
the sermon or read the publication. :
the same reason, the sin of allowing
sound or impure ministers and member®
remain within the Chureh isseldom 00“,‘; o Z
el upon; the sin of worldly confol’l‘“.'g
of the cruel oppression of the Wor
classes Ly professing Christians 10 o
rural and manufacturing districts; the v
of countenancing Parbamentary gra®
Popery; of fraud and chicanery in
mercial life: these are scarcely or net od
touched upon, so thas the conscience® o
large classes of culprits who 1nay hedr o -
discourse or read he publication are név™
reaily probed. Is it unfair to say By |
this Tina of policy is dictated mainly |
financial cansiderations—by a consc p
ness that 2n outspoken faithfulness 18
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