
ON ERRATA RECEPTA.

profile), the occiput, as distinguished fromi the face ; S, the teethi seeni
in front ; T, a kind of dancing cobra ; U (V), a book or tent-pole, as
said for 1F; X, a combination of K and S ; Y (as J), a hand in right
position ; Z, a barbed hook, for eatching fishi.

We cannot, of course, be sure that %ve thus track our letters to their
prototypes ; but human instincts cverywhere developing themselves iii
an analogous way, wc can easily concive that ail alphabets are picto-
rial in their origyin ; that they reprcsented objects to convey an idea
either of the objeets absoluteiy, or of the sounds -%Yichl the objects
represented were supposed to symbolize. Whiat is, iii fact, the inean-
ing of litera ? It is somiething delincatcd or drawn (1iio) ; the idea
convey ed aiso by ypa'-w, which is to pencit or draw-thougli aliied
to yÀu'ow and yX~xto hcew or carve, as seri%, to write, is to scalpo
and sciilpo ; and the Eiiglish write is to writan, properly to eut or
engrave, and wrotan to piIoughi or root up.

Symbols inscribed by sharp) instruments, are strictly flot letters
(literoe) bu t characters, XapaKr~p.E-from Xapa'0-a-whiieh expresses
"'scratching," by its very sound. So that in the rude symbois of our
Indians, in the eanoes, wigwams, and school-boy-fashion figures of
mnen and animais, charcoaied with a burnt stick, or indentcd with a
flint-arrow point on a sheet of birch-bark, we have the veritable
literce and cliaraeteres - the elementa eleinentorum - the simplest
forms and originals into which ail letters and characters are to be re-
solved. Exemples of the same also, were those sketches on cotton
cloth, of the ships, horses, and artiliery of Cortez, made by the
Mexican Chiefs (1519), for the purpose of giviug to Montezumna an
idea of the power of the fatal invader.

Interesting specimens of picture-records in transitu to letters, inay
be seen in the beautiful inscription-tablets of Copan and Palenque,
represented by Stephens, ini his work on Central Anierica. The Chi-
nese and Japanese characters stili bear on the face of themn the ap-
pearance of bcing sketches of objeets, although now conventionally
rendered. And the Egyptian phonetie syrabols and hieroglyphies,
with whichi we are ail more or less familiar, are very siightly disguised.
Of these, the enchorial or demotie cliaracters are declared to be
modifications.

We.can lhave little doubt, then, that the Chaidaic and Phoenician
characters, and with them, for the most part, the Greek and the
Latin,-and, through,,I these, the European letters generaiIy have their
origin iii pictures and sculptures.


