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MlEETINGS OP THE BOTANICAL BRANCH.

Feb. lst. at the residence of Mfr. R. B. Whyte, members
çjresen t: Messrs. F. E. Buck, L. H. Newman, F. Jones, W. T.

Lcw, G. O. McMillan, W. Dreher, E. D. Eddy, A. E. Attwood,
J. J. Carter. G. H. Clark, J. R. Dymond, C. J. tuily, Dr. Black-
&der and the host, Mr. Whyte, who gave a very interesting
account of his impressions of Bermuda after a short vinit there
lu January.

The Bermudas consist of five large isiands. bridged together,
vis.: Bermuda, St. Georg, St. 1)avids, Somerset. and Ireland.
The. total length is 25 mites, and fromnhalf to tbree wide. The
laigbest point is 2 60 feet above tadewater. To the north-west there
is a long, low coral reef. andtbe entrance to the. harbor 18 from
the est. One of the. pleasure trips i. to take a glass-bottomed
boat and go out towards the reef. and se. the maïrine organisms
at a depth of S to 50 feet below through the. clear water. The.
temuperature of the water is 710.

Bermuda is entirely of cora formation, resting on a sub-
stratum of limestone. The teuperaure i January was 6S-
6rM. The. minimum for the year is sr0 and the. maximu Mr.
The. rain fails on an average 200 days i tiie y.ar, witii a total
rain-fali of 65 or 70 inciies. Nearly ail the. drinkng water is
collected from the roofs of the. bouses. and conducted and stored
ini oemented cisterns. Soalie few weils are sunk iuto the. coral
rock, but if sunk too deep the. water is salty.

The. total ares is 12,378 acres, of wbich 2,300 is in cultiva-
tien; of thus 1,000 is good. 1,00 fair, and 300 poor. Agriculture
is verv primitive. The. farm are ail snail, and caltivation is
don. motly by iiand and witb the spade, quickly followed by
the rake. ýh îî surdad vfialad lbas to b. fertilised
after .very second or third crop. The. chief crops are onions,
potatoes, lily bulbs and fiowers. parsley, carrb~, beets, radishes.

aowmxo, beans, tomates and p.
Anmal life is scarce, exceptaaag iutroduced and more or less

donaesticat.d species. The. native birds, are the. Gound Dove
I(Ossusepelia passrria barmu- 11-a>% Redbard (Cardùsalis
cardixalu carirna1ls), Bluebird -Si"l uialis lia&ù). Catbird
(Damsegll carolinieass aud Bermuda Virmo, or Chick-of-tt e-
vilae (Vireo grisen b.rmsudiam Ê>) Tii. crow, partridge and
Inghsla sparrow are also com-mon. "iie white4-yed vireo is also
MM.

Thie indigeaaous plants are the. cedar (Jamipm Wrnmdi-
ants) plaeto (alaZaubrcuife4,mubery(Monsrba

aeshoega~ (ocooba wi*r), mangrave QWmPhoramu~
e mexica.sa), vrepug sonl (Oxalu mgica) y
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