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HORTON, 15th Dxexstnrn, 1841,
Sl am instructed, by a Resolution of King's County Ag-
turs!-Society, of the Gth inst., to forward the enclosed Speech
@i, for publicationin the Colostial Furmer. Should you deem
Bithy o plate in the columns of that paper, you will confer a
Bur on the Society by inserting it.
’ 1 am, Sir, '

Your most obédient Servant, :

) JAMES HARRIS

Sceretary K. C, Ag. Society.

fhe Ed. Colonial Farmer.
BBt a Geiteral Mecting of the King’s County Agricultural So.
o held at Wolfvifle, on DMounday, the Gth day of December,
81\ Judge Mirshall, one of the Members of the Socicty, de-
kod the following  Address, pursuant to a Resoliition passed at
®:clous meeting «
Prastoexs, AND GENTLEMEN—
g comipliance with the request to dddress this Society, on the
Pent occasion, T feel my own inahility to treat of the subject on
‘we ave engaged, in its tnore scientific principles, or to im-
[ any extehsive information respeeting its dircet and practien]
Futions,  Not only, however, aré n correct knowledge and skil-
ditéction of those operations of essential importance in the
gce of azriculture, but there are humerous subjeets and influ-
. .n‘lore orless affecting it, which it ishighly requisite to under-
I ; and on tmany of which, although of scarcely less importance
- pnctncal skil), the husbandman is notsufficiently informed, and
fére ‘does not regard as of serious interest. A knowledge of
¢, aud their duc appreciation, are especially inportant in sucha
[ Cotintry as out own, where nearly cvery trade and employmients
Bl ak civil regulation, have éither a direct or remote influence
v Kffect with vegard to agricultutal prospesity.  Some of the
o of thosé influchees whicli operate injuriously, I 1 shall specify
. }blﬁ in'in the cousse of this Address; and further, shall cis
‘ ‘s’how by wlnt means our 1ghéultuml interests may be

all thd various occupntlons in civilized llfe éc-
Ehiehy for’ sibsistenice on the productions of the ground, so
g't0° ibelbuddanée or scmcnty of these, will cach of those
2 tﬁﬁerprosper or Iang\n.h and, consequently, so will

cmbarrassed, It may, indeed, be srfly affivieed, tat with us, os.
peeially, astate of general prosperity can only Le reached, throuzh
n zealous and persevering attention to our agricultural snterest, I
we take, iowever, an oxtended and unprojudiced view of the seve-
ral sources affieting that prospersty. it wild appear that, duting the
greater part of our history, none of thewn were 50 greatly neglected
as our Agricolture — For this, among a numler of causes which
will hereafter be mantioned, these may be prominently assigned,—
that the purwuit of this nrt was too gencrally considered of winor
consequence towards promolting our genaral wellarc § and that its
employments were viewed by many among us, asof rather an inforic «
or degrading description.  On enlightered and unprejuaiced con.
siteration, it must, however, be admitted, that there is no occupa-
tion inycivilized life, more truly honorable, or which tends more di-
rectly to ensure the just independence and real comfurt of man.
It was the express appointment of his Creator, that he should pro-
cure the means of subsistence by his laborious cultivation of the
ground, TIn this injunction, the truly enlightened and pious, re-
fiecting on the many vices and follius to the fatal influcnces of which
mankind are exposed, will sccoguize the dispensation of an all.wise
and merciful Pravidence. In the most enlightened nges, and in
mn-1y powerful and celebrated nations, Agriculture has been cs-
termed the most honorable and useful occupativn, and same lughlv
gifted characters, have not only employed their.talents in studics
and exertions for its improvoment, but have not been ashamed to
engnge inits active operations. “U'liere is no.occupation which, so
fur as human influences are concerncd, so cestuinly leads to a be-
coming independence in every respect.  The hushandnan sccks
the requisite means of subsistence immediately from the bounty of
his beneficent Creater.  Hlowever poor he wmay Le atthe com-
mencement of his labors, yet in the excrcise of prudence, temper.
ance, and industry, and when not oppressed by his fellow inen,
searcely ever does he fail to procure un ample supply for all his abe
solute wants, He is nat, like those in many other occupations, ex.
posed to temptations to flatter or palliate the vices of mankind, to
minister to their vanities and follies, or to crouch beneath arbitrary
and oppressive dictation, Under a free and equitable governments
being secured in the enjoyments of his possessions, the habits of
his occupation tend alike to invigorate his body snd preserve it in
health, to nourish the freedom of his mind, and to expand the best
feelings and affections of his heact, Whatever may be the fluctun-

tions or changes in other occupatxom, or in political affuirs, ur

whatever distress f.hey occasion,. Tie need not look beyond bis own
fields for the absolute necessities of life, and as far as respects him-
self and his domestic circle, their sources of enjoyment continue the
same. His occup'\tnon, also, has less tendency than many others,

"to praduce those lmrrassmg caresand perp]exmes which, saddcn and

embitter so mmq of mc scenes of lnl'c and, morcover,, hé !s lcsﬁ
cxposed to those frauds and that mj\\stxce w luch inmany other em-

l‘ploymcnts ate so frequently dreaded, andthrougb shich se~h num«
, | beis have been s'ud(’enl) reduced from a state of affluenge, to de-

pendence and wisery.  There is also no fouudnuon onw h:;:.l the

‘real vealth and ﬂne independence of natiops can 59, d'fcctunln be

raised, and sp ‘securely and permanently repose, os upon Agvicul.
ture, This follows, indeed, as a matter of cpurse, if what,lms Just

khble Bovtety bo cither wealthy and prosperous, or poor and

.

been'advanced respecting individuals pursuing that accupation be




