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For the Provincisl Wesleyas.) |
THE PULPIT OF PUSEYISM. |

A Cundid Critigue on @ course of Sermons,
preachzd in the Oralory of 5t. Margavel's, |
Gunsted, by the Beverend John Mason |
Neale, D.D., Founder a+d First Chaplain
of the Sist.rhood.
Ex reg Ruv. Matrasw Ricazy, D.D.

The associa'ions, not less than the inter-
nal characteristics, of this volime, invest
it with a peculiar interest, Emanatiog
from the Founder and First Chaplain of
the sute_rhood, io the Church ot England,
it may justly be regardcd as presenting a
homiletic exemplification of the teaching
of those who complacently style themselves
Anglo-Catholics—au epithet significant of
a nalttonal, rather than a theological, diffe-
rence between them and Roman Cathol:cs.
Io all its essential aspects and tendencies,
indeed, the Tractarian movement has
’nond itself to be decidedly Papistical.
Thet movement would have been less omi-
nous, and certainly meore honmest, had it,
at an early atage of the development,
taken the form of a secession from the Es-
tablishment, instead of remaining es a
traitor within her citadel, for the purpise
—uow opeuly avowed by some of its bolder
ehampious—of unprotestantising her,

We bave no inclination to'{mpugn the
sincerity of Dr. Neale, in labouriog so assi-
duously in his coogenial sphere of opera-
tion, to promote those innovatiops in prin-

%, ciple and practice, while still coutinuing to

widister at the altar of a Church that owes
its .oxistence to the glorious Reformation
from Popery, and that loog deemed it &
high bonour to be called the bulwark of
that Reformation. There was a time when
& greater than Dr, Nealo verily thought
with himself that he ought to do many
things contrary to the name of Jesus of
Nasaroth, A man is sincere who s true
to his convictions of duty; but whether

those convictions have been reached after|P

impartial examination, and are accordant
with-ths word of God, is quite another
question, All homen , however
imposing the y of authorities by which
they may be sipported, must be brought
10 the test, and bow to the supremacy of
the Scriptures,

Before subjecting what we consider very
grave and dangerous errors in Dr. Neale's
teaching, to that discriminating touchstone,
it may sot be amiss to sk, what are the
historical facts as to the actual tendency
of the dogmas so earnestly inculcated by
Anglo-Catholic theologians ? Have not
buudreds of them alresdy sought a.rest.
ing place in the bosom of the Church of
Rome ? . And do not thousands vow give
jndubious indications ef mueh greater sym-
patbhy with the spiritual domination, the
{alse doctrines, aud superstitious mumme-
ries of the Greek and Romish communiens,
than with eny portion of Evaogelical
Christendom ? ext to the value awd
yvenerstion wp gttach to the Holy bcnY-
jures, as the oracles of God—the infallible
teacher aund standard of doctrine and duty
—there can be no better evidence of true
orthodoxy than an eplightened and fervent
appreciation of the Reformation, as incom-
parably the most auspicious event in the
bonals of British histary. By all genuiue
Protestants it is so regarded. How can it
be otherwise? It was the liberation of our
country from a spiritual slavery, which
pothing but & national treosy, preferring
evil to geod, and rejecting the noblest
gifts of beaves for tlie heaviest degrada-
tions of maen, cam ever again fix upon the
peck of the British Empire. It was the
basis en which bap been reared the might-
ipst structure of religious and civil freedom
that has ever existed on earth,—and it has
proved the prolific source, withal, of these
efficient elements of Christian c vilisation,
the expansive and beneficent energy of
which is seen at this hour developing itselt
in every portion of the globe. Bat these
are triumpbs of evangelical truth to ‘which,
as if by judieisl infataation, the disciples
of Puseyism are strangely insensible. No-
thing could mere clearly prove the system
to be practie.lly-Rmnin, lh_unho in-
fense proclivity of e propagandists to dis-
parage the Reformation, as they are wont
to do, as an unwise and rash proceeding,
and to impugn the motives and traduce the
character of even’ its martyred agents.
Whither have conscience hnd consistency
fed, when Ministers of the Anglican
Chburch can deplors the Reformation as &
salamity and & crime ; sud fearlessly an-
pounce their resolution to recede from its
privciples more and more? And whithyt
discipline and episcopal authorily, when
such presumptuous recreancy to vows the
most_solemn is—with rare exceptions of
uncompromising fidelity—visited only with
mild and measured monitions? With the
watchword of Catholic wnity perpetually
on its lips, this ill-omened organization 1s
rending the very beart of the Chureb of
England with a deadly schism, of which
po human eagacity can estimate the ma.
lignaucy, or predi!t the issue. Whatever
doubts may for'a time have been enter-
{ained concerning its animus, now that it
has thrown off the mask, and by the expo-
sure of its paked lineaments and undis-
guised leanings is known and read of all
men, as substaotially identical with Popery,
it behooves all who would keep the Com-
mandmeunts of God, and the testimony of
Jesus Christ, to pause and ask, oot for the
bewildering labyrinths of medizval dark-
ness, but for the old paths of pure and
primitive Christianity, and to walk therein
that they may find rest to their souls.

Our preliminary remarks, illustrative of
the ascertained tendency of Puseyism, have
extended beyond what we either designed
or .nlicipu.d—-not, assuredly, in the ex-
pectation ‘that our feeb'e voice will reach
those to whom its remoostrances are em-
phatically applicable, or, if it should, that
it would be at all likely to exert in that
quarter any salu'sry influence, but simply
for the purpose of guarding the general
reader, wbo s yet free ﬁ'ﬂﬂ the taint of
that growing beresy, againgt the fascina-
tion of its specious sud seductive pre-
ten-ions. .

Inviting now more particular attention
10 the volume of sermons before us, it will
not be deemed iuvidious by sny who have
taken ap iutelligent imterest in its p’l’lﬂls
to remark that, i a8 & literary

oue, indeed, could be more ready 1o ex-
press that opision than was the author
bimself to acquiesce in its jastoess. The
severest judgment that critics may pro-
nounce he calmly an icipates, and com-
pletely disarms, by meekly describing the
discourses that compose it as * poor, litt e
sermens.” We deem it due to him to say
that, in our jodgment, he depreciates in
this respect their real merits. They would
obviously have been wanting in adaptation
to the Sisterhood to whom they were-ad-
dressed had they not, i style and maaner, |
been simple to colloquial familiarity. Bat
though as plain at could be desired, they
are nevertbeless often beausiful in their
simplicity. Nor are they by any mesas
destitute of occasional coruscations of poe-
tic taste and imagination. We select a
single illustration from page 262. It is
saggested by the enquiry, ‘Who s this
that cometh forth in the morning 7’ We
all know how the morning looks forth
generally ; bow through long ridges and
banks of cloud the lines of light gradually
foree their way ; how at first the darkoess
only seems the more uncomfortable from
!he intermixture of a little light ; how there
is a hasze aud gloom everywhere, and the
wind seems chiller, and the wkhole face of
earth sadder. Now, dear Sisters, is not
that the true imnage of gvery faithful soul,
when it begius to determine that it wil
give its full love to God? You, wh-n you
saw how much there was 10 overcome;
you, when you first learot what there was
to be given up, when you began to discover
the greatness of the task, have not your
hearts more than once sunk within you;
and you have almost wished to escape
from the wilderness, even though it were
at the cost of going back 1o Egypt.” ‘the
preacher who could portray with such
graphioe simplicity the pbenomena of nature,
and employ them with good effect to eluci-
date the things that are spiritual, had the
raise of eloquence beeu the coveted ob-
Ject of his ambition, might have attaived a
very respectable place among writers of
sermons. But rhetorical fame evidently
had vo attractions for Dr. Neale. What-
over may have been his endowments in
tbat line, he purposely came not with ex-
cellency of speech or of wisdom. Iis
simp'e sim appears to have Leen, accor-
ding to his views of truth, to commend
himself to the consciences of his bearerr in
the sight of God. The wore deeply do we
on that account lameut that, on topics of
the bighest importance, those views were
s0 erroneou’ as really to nervert the Gos-
pel of Cbrist. Of Dr. Iv rersoual
consecration to the service of his Hedve. .,
Master, no owe who reads his sermous
with an aye unscaled by prejudico can for
s moment entertain a doubt. To us at
least they afford, from their tone and teu-
deucy, ample evidence that, through the
clouds of doctrinal error and superstitious
ceremonialism which overshadowad his
mind, there sireamed into his receptive,
loving heart, the healiog radiations of the
Sun of righteousness. That his piety was
of the asctti¢ cast, does not, and ought not,
to preclude our spontaneous recoguition of
the spirit of lowliness, of self-abnegation, of
loving devotedness to God, and of unfeign-
ed solicitude to save his own soul and the
gouls of those who heard him, that breathes
and burns throughout these homiletic ad-
dresses. In contemplating a character
like that ‘ot Dr. Neale’s, we derive couso-
lation from the thought that the central
doctrines of Christianity, though associated
in the mind with peurile and even peruvi-
cious notions, are of such divine efficacy
as to assert and egemplify the supremacy
of their influence, in leading a devout aspi-
raut after holi , 48 We t doubt he
was, into the enjoymeat of commupion
with God; thus veutralizing in a great
measure the malign effect of the errors
that are opposed to them. In appreciating
the character and position of those from
whom we conscientiously differ, due allow-
ance is seldom made for the moulding in-
fluence of education, and of the associations
that surround us at the period in life when
we are most susceptible of profound and
permanent religious couvictions. Eccle-
siastical, not less than thgological, preju-
dices, imbibed with our first serious im-
pressions of divine things, when those pre-
conceived sentiments happen to be on the
side of error, are, of all obstructions to the
genial reception of truth, the most iosupe-
rable. And, sioe this is ao infirmity ivgi-
dent to minds of every order, it suggestively
inculcates the obligation of cultivating a
spirit of forbearance and charity in forming
our judgment of others, whilst we recog-
nige the importaace of being equally soli-
citous to discern and approve things that
are excellent ourselves: True charity,
however, be it remembered, is as remote
from latitudinarian indifferentism, on the
one hand, as it is from intolerant asperity
on the other. Without the love of truth as
it is in Jesus, and seal for its defence and
universal prevalence, there can be no un-
feigued love for its opponents. If in aught
we fail to combioe these qualities in tue
spirit of our animadversions on Dr. Neale’s
sermons, we sball unconsciously c!e\inle
from the desire and j)urpon by which we
are sincerely animated.

It must be admitted that there is some-
thing suomalous, not to eay alarmiog, in
the o clo of the name of a Clergyman
of the Church of England paraded on the
title page of his sermons as the * Founder
and first Chaplain of the Sisterhood.”
Whatever prescriptive .nl!:ority such a
pastoral relation may clgim from a certain
species of Catholic antiquity, it is coutfes-
sedly s startling povelty in the Church of
the Reformation. In a minister intreduced
to our notice wader such auspices, we natu-
rally expect to witness & more thao com-
mon proficiency in the antiquated lore, or
rather ecclesiastical lumber, which the ma-
gic wand of the genius of Tractarianism
has evoked from the shades of the dark
sges, and a0 unfaltering assertion in the
face of popular indignation or imperial
frowns, of the distinctive dogmas of that
reviviscont hydra of exploded heresy.
That expectation is unbappily realised in
tbe tone and [sendency cf these sermons.
The underlying element of every didactic
Jesson and hortatory appeal throughout the
entire series, is the fexclusive claim to
Apostolic succession of those who are epis-
ordained te the offiee of the Cbris-

::nnimm An i le eoneomi-

produetion, its elsims are of & homble oba-
raster, eertainly not abeve medioerity. No

tant of this theory of ministerial autbority

is the allegea saving efficacy of the Sacra-|ing the ssme Gospel thmgb;ltth world, they

ments, as the divinely appointed vehicles| became foreign missi
of covenant grace, but which are held to | caught much of the apostolic missiorary spirit. |
be utterly impotent aad inoperative for!One secret of its success is, that it requires u:d‘

good ‘except when administered by those | employs individusl effort. Within its raaks|

who are in the privileged line of the suc-
cession, As no official position or dignity,
however sacred, caa guarantee the moral
rectitode of himn who sustains it, it becomes
essential to the practical value of this as-
sumption to maintain also, as indeed is un-
blathingly done by its zealous advocates,
that * the impiety of the minister;Who has
received this commission, does not invali-
date the efficacy ot the sacrameunts, rites,
aod ordinances of the Chureh.”

Now, if a theory which luborﬁftfnu the

|

'

Metbodism ba

are sabbath school workers, tract distributers,
class and prayer leaders, local preachers and
ministers; all siming, directly or indirectly, at
the conversion of the world.

The Secretary’s report expressed the sym-
pathy of the Society with the President of last
year, Rev. W. H. Ibbitson, A. B. who so soon
after entering active service bad been called to
retire from the field, for a time a: least ; noted
the prosperity and demands of our Home Mis-
sions and the financial state of our Foreign

piety to the polity of the churcl/of Christ, | Missions ; and glanced at the present state of
—which merges all moral distinctions and | the world: dark, in that about three-fourths of
spiritual qualification jn covnection with | its inbabitants eitber have not beard of or des-
the sacred office, in & gratuitous elaim of | pisq (he taith of Christ; bright, in that the sus

personal right to discharge its functions—
which virtually represents it to have been
the great purpose of God in instituting his
chureh, not to organize a spiritual agency
to promote the salvation of maukind from
the power, the practice and pollution of sin,
but to establish an hierarchical corporation,
with the chartered privilege of opening and
shutting the kingdom of heaven, at their
pleasure, to others, whether they themselves
entered it or not ; if a theory invelving such
monstrous consequences, does not palpably
exhibit the impress of Autichrist, then we
confess we know not what dues. Yet this
is the basis on which have been reared the
colossal structures of the Eastern and Wes-
tern apostacies—the phosphoric orb around
which revolve respectively all their charac-
teristic dogmas, and the whole pharapher-
valia, gorgeous or gloomy, of their supersti-
tious memorial. And this, it must be
added, is the very core and keroel of Pu-
soyite theology. It is seldom argued—
it being found more convenient generally te
take it for granted ; but not infrequently it
is ns confidently enuuciated as though it

!

sees not a starr, there is universal peace, mis-
sionary enterprise is increasing, and final sue-
cess is certain.

The first speaker was Mr. D. W. Johnson.
His topic was ** Qur foreign Missions: sue-
cesses and prospects.” Haviog affirmed that
Christisnity is preemisently s missionary enter-
priee, he proceeded to show that in Methodism
is **Christianity in earnest.” In America, water-
od by the dews of heaven, the grain of mustard
seed bas germinated and expanded into a mighty
tree. Millions worship beneath its shade and
itefriendly branches are reaching ioto the re-
mote regions of the world. Metbodism bas in
America two wiflions of church members, two
millions of sabbath schoel scholars, aad five
millions of eburch adberents. The missionary
has penetrated the North-West and more than
two thousand Iadians bave been taken iato
chureh fellowship. They no longer lanquish to
enter the sacred buntiog grounds in the region
of the suvset, but live with a sirong hope ol
spending a blissful eternity, in the presence of
the Indian's true Maniteu, in heaven. Inquisi-

were an incontrovertible axiom in theole-| torial Spain,once bigoted to a proverb and ber-
gical science. Yot is it, in poiot of fact, metically elosed 10 all evangelistic influence is
the purest assumption of ghostly umoruy%," open, even anxious, for missionary enter-

aud ambition, without a shred of Seripture
authority,or of unsephisticated argument, or
of historical evidence, tp sustain its exorbi
ant cxactions on the jmplicit faith of it
disciples, 100 mauy of whom, there is rea-
son to dread, rest their eternal hopes on
this foundation of sand.

It would be a waste of time as we'l as a
trial of patience to dwell on this vexed
question. A simple negative is the only
answer 1o which & gratuitous sssumption is
entitled. Were the correciness of the the-

v ~ouceded as to the original institution
of the'Gonmituent orders iu the Christian
ministry, insuperable difficulties would at-
tend the application or the-priocir -
given instance, siuce it would require a
brigut and unbroken chain of historical tes-
timony to authenticate the claims in every
individusl case. Has this ever been produ-
ced? Isit possible thatit ever can be? The
appropriate aud conclusive reply to these
questions may be given in the words of the
late Archbishep Whateley, who, to say
notbing of bhis erudition aad logical acumen,
must be regarded as antitled to especial de-
fereuce as & digioterested umpire. ** There
is not & minister in all Christendom who is
able to trace up, with any approach to cer-
tainty, his own spiritual pedigres. The poi-
sonoys taint of informality, if it once creeps
in undetected, will spread the infection of
nullity to an indefinite and irremediable ex-
teot. And who can undertake to pro-
nouoce, that, during thet long period
usually designated as the dark ages, ne
such taint was ever introduced? We read
of Bishops consecrated when mere children,
of men officiating who barely koew their
letters, of Prelates cxpelled and ethers
put in their places by violence, of illiterate
and profligste laymen, aod habitual drunk-
ards admitted to holy orders ; and, in short,
of the prevalence of every kind of diserder,
aod reckless disregard of the decency
which the Apostle enjoins. It is inconceiv-
able that any one, even moderately ac-
quainted with history, can feel a certainty,
or any approach to a certainty, that amidst
all this confusiou and corruption, every re-
quisite form was in every instance strictly
adbered to, by men, many of them openly
profane and secular, unrestrained by pub-
lic opinion, through the gress igmorance of
the population ameng whom they lived,
aud that no one not duly consecrated and
ordained was admitted to sacred oflices.”
The only way’of escape from a predieament
so plainly incompatible with intelligent
tranquility of consciencs, is the abandon-
ment of the uotenable and unspiritual the-
ory, and the recoguition of the Scriptural
aatbority of all ministers, who give evi-
deuce of being moved by the Holy Gbost
to assume the responsibilities of the sacred
function, whether the rite of ordinatien be
ad xiaistered by a Bishop, or by the laying
on of the hands of the Presbytery. The
vital point is the interior eall or impulse of
the Divine Spirit, of which the outward
form of consecration is but the solemn ac-
kuowledgment and public authentication ;
while to avery case the Savioar's test of
validity is applicable, ** By their fruits ye
shall know them.”

(To be concluded.) /

For the Provincial Wesleyas.

THE MOUNT ALLISON STUDENTS'
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The third anniversary meeting of the Mount
Allison Students’ Missionary Society was beld
in Lingley Hall on Friday eveniog 17th inst.
Though the weather was very unpleasant and
travelling dangerous, the attendance was as
large as could reasonably bave been expected.
Within the Hall all was pleasantness; and
while from the life-sise oil paintings above the
plstfcrm there looked down upom us the faces
of the benevolent Allison and devoted Beecham,
the theological students doubtless cherisbed a
pardonable pride in being permitted to advocate
o cause sanctified by benevolence and devotion,
a cause for whose success the bearts of all truly
great beat in unison.

The exercises were commenced by singing
the 697th hymn, and the reading of the 52
Chap. of Isaiah and prayer by Mr. J. Wesley
Doull. The President, Mr. Silas James, after
annospeing the objest of the meeting, ebserved
sbat the Eleven were by beginning at Jerusalem
and offering salvation to the Saviours ’ murder-
ors, home missioparies ; aftewards, by preaeh-

l

prise. ‘The hand of Providence bas been seen
in the humiliation of France. The long de-
graded and down trodden Italy rejoices in her
new found liberty, nad gladly throws wide her
ocentury-barred gates to the advancing column
of the true Emmanuel's army. Metbodism is
in the vaw. Sbhe bas thurst ber keen sickle
into the fields already white to harvest and has
presented ber wairsheaf unto the Lord.
‘Tbrough the preacbing ot ' the faith once de-
livered to the saints,” nearly one thousand
benighted souls) bave been rescued from papal
superstition, and the wissionary bas even dared
to enter the seven-hilled city ** ready to preach

Goenel " ta them * that are at Rome also.’
‘The Alricau .. long denied tbe rights of
humanity is rapidly rising in civilisation under
the influence of Christianity. Sixty years ago
the first Wesleyan missionary to Africa landed
at Sierrs Leone. Since that time stations bave
been established along the western coast to the
Cape of Good Hope, along the eastern shore to
Natal and the Zalu country, and in the interior.
What has been the result? Half a millioa of
heathen bave been brought under the sound of
the Gospel, and more thaa twenty thousand
are enrglled in cburch membersbip. In com.
pariseri with the many millions of Asis, Metho-
dism bas there & very small membership; but
this is no proper criterion of ijs success. The
accumulated power of superstition, the stupify-
ing eftects of idelatry, and the inberited and
sequired depravity of ages, are not to be oyer-
come saddealy ; the immovable character of an
eastern nation is mot to be changed in one or
twenty years. Australasia and Polynesia bave
not been uncared for. As one result of fifty
years of missionary toil, Methodism has & mem-
bership of sixty th d, the prospects ot our
missions are cheering beathen tribes are plead-
ing for the Gospel; native missionaries are
multiplying ; the wealtby of Christian lands are
learning that the silver and the gold are the
Lord's; * prayer also is made for him con-
tinually”; and above all we have the guarantee
ot tbhe sure word of propheey that Christ
+ ghall bave dominion from sea Lo sea, and from
the river unto the ends of the earth.”

The second speaker was Mr. H. F. Butcber.
His topic was ** Qur Foreign Missions: Re-
quirements.” He ssidjthat the churches, al-
most everywhere in peaceful Christendom think
that things outside are going on a great deal
better than [they are. Very little encourage-
ment ought to be sufficient to the man of faith;
s man full of faith needs nome. Small is the
area of this earth's stony ground that the
plough of the Master bas as yet broken up;
quite few are the victories over nations of the
sword of the spirit. De you not bear a deep,
despairing voice ecalling from out of these
* dark places’ for belp P If you listen you can
bear it. Listen! The publishers of salvatien
cannot proceed with the grest work lying be-
fore them. They want,—It is God eondescend-
ing to be in want of them, and dare you refuse
Him,—men, money, and prayers. The men
wanted are those, who, baptized from abeve,
rejoice at the privilege to lay tbeir little all
upon the sltar, to be anything, do anytbing, go
anywhere, that they may but bear the balm of
Gilead to a dying world. Young Man! my
dear brother ! whose heart throbe bigh with un-
defined ;hope, who bast the spirit to dare, and
the manbood to do valiantly ; wait & moment.
You are the Lord's. Give yourself up. Let
your purpose and bope be, no longer undefined
or uaworthy, but well defined and glorious, the
will ot the Master. Let tuat iron grasp of
yours cleneh ¢ sword of the apirit,” let that
noble vigour and courage find legitimate and
ballowed play in striving against sin, in doing
glorious battle with ** the armies of the alien.”
What & man is strongest to do, that let bim do;
bat do it in the service of his Lord. Here,
then is bis own edict to the whole Christian
world: ** Go work in my vineyard.” * Go.”
“Go." God condescends to want money. Is
there bere some * off hand follow”? God calls
upon him to ebange his babits. He deems the
needless expenditure of a single cent, cold
sacrilege; He demands for bis treasury every
dollar not absolutely needed. God calls upon
the gentleman or lady richly and expensively
dressed, to deny themselves that they may aid
his eanf; wpen him whe uses tobasee, to give
iato his treasury those fifty cents each week;
upon the Epicureau, to grow lean and give

Him the money. It is our privilege to ask you
also to pray. Ia prayer lies the motive power
of the whole Missicoary machine. You are
aware of all that ths Lord bas done. He bas
dose his part, let us do ours well: let us pray

sions. The splendid Bnal victory of tbe crces
o'er the world, looks too distant to enter into
our anticipations.

church. So many; many prayers will bave yet
to ascend, ere the day bringing victory dawns,
that it is far more befitting that we should 1 atber

Present, aiid Future.” He said that, while it |
was not hivduty te speak of far off fields of |
missionary toil, not to tell of disheartening |
failires or ¢heering succese of Gospel heralds
io foreagn lands, yet he was entrusted with a
theme of much importance. Five years ago the
Home Missionary Society of our Conference
did not exist, its short bistory bas, however,
fally substantiated its claims upon the liberality
of the church. la reviewing the past we thaok |
God, and well may wd add, take courage ; tor |
still the work is great. Ay, in bighly favered
New Brunswick, land of rich marshes and rcher |
torests, land of unsurpassed religious privileges, |
land of bibles, churches, and well observed
Christisn imtitutious ; still within ber borders
darkness reigns, still lurks and grows the seed
of sin, and for living waters the parched and
barren land cries out. Young men! do you
seck noble employment ? read the Home Mis-
sion report; listen to the plaintive ** One
wanted” ; and say, do not your bearts burn to
carry to your fellow couatrymen the joyous
tidings. Moneyed men say that banks are fail-
ing, tbat nothing is sure ; let them make a sate
investment in the missionary cause. While
looking at the future two pictures stretch betore
me. One is dark and gloomy. 1 survey the
ocean of buman guilt and misery, listen to its
melancholy moau as it rolls on from far distant
ages, heaving its waves off wretchedoess upon
the shores of eternity, and am impressed with
its awlul character, I see an other very dif-
ferens. The ocean bears on ita bosom joyous
multitudes, dwelling in perpetual suashine, and
moving homeward to their dJdesired haven.
The source of joy is the exhaustiess river of
God's love. The light that shines is from the
fountain of eternal day. 11, for & world of sin
and wmisery, we wish one regenerated and dis-
entbralled, the power is largely ours to effect
the change.

The fourth spesker was Mr. Ricbey Bird,
His topic was ** Qur Howe Missions; their
Claims upon us.” e said that Cain's reply to
Oumniscience, is tosday the answer of lar too
much of bumanity to the claims of our Creator
upen us, and to the Church's calle for assist-
ance. ‘You are your brother's keeper. None
will deny that kindred bave claims, spiritual as
well as temporal, upod—usy yot tis_truth is
practically discarded or else our sabbath schools
aod prayer meetings would be filled with
devoted young men and women, The mutual
duties of friendship torm the band which binde
society togetber. We should care for our
couniry, and this patriotism should show itself
in ardent desire for its spiritual welfare. Fur-
ther, this philanthropy should be umiversal:
* thou shalt love thy nmeighbour as thysell”
this duty to man arises from our relations to
God. With him all classes are considered
equal, there is no slien blood, no captive blood,
no ignoble blood ; we are all the children of a
common parent, can all in reverent prayer say,
Qur Fatber. Then, do our fellow countrymen
possess the same spiritual privileges with our-
selves? Within cur own conterence there are
districts in which there is no family altar, no
sabbath schools ; districts where no sent berald
proclaims the Gospel messsge, but, though
light is so near, allis spiritual darkness and
gloom. Since then, though not deserving, we
bave received more than others, is it not our
duty, do we not deem it a privilege for which
we should be gratetul, that we may respond to
the claims of our Home Missions upon us.

After collection, Mr. W. W. Colpitts moved,
Mr. E. Watson, in a speech which showed the
desir ability of mutual assistance, secooded,
and it was resolved, tbat the thanks of the
society be tendered to its collectors, Miss Inch
and Mr. F. A. Wright; and to the officers of
the Lastitutions, for the use of the Hall. The
Doxology and Benediction closed the very in-
teresting and profitable exercises. B. C.

Mount Allison, 81th Jan. 1873.

A HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS.

¢« I'd give a hundred thousand pounds to
feel as 1 did in 1820,” said & man thirty years
old, as be listened to an account of revival
scenes occurring in his native village. ** Oaly
» small matter kept me from becoming & Chris-
tian then.”

* What stood Jin your way?” inquired his
sister.

* T was just starting in business with Ralph
Turner, snd I finally thought I would attend
to business first, sad put off religion to a far-
ther time. I have never seen the day when I
was so near being a Christian, and I doa't sup-
pose & ever shall.

* What hinders you now ?" said bhis sister
kindly. **Your business is established and pros-
perous ; you acknowledge the importance of
attending to the salvation of the soul; surely,
you can never expect a better time than this.”

« ] know it; I know it: bat the trouble is
now that I don't feel as {f I cared so much for
u; I'd give a bundred thousand pounds if I
did.”

*¢ Give yourself no rest until you are onee
more convinced of sin, and anxious to be re-
conciled to God. Take time for thought, for
the Bible, for prayer.”

* Time ! that is just what I haven't at eom-
mand,” interrupted the brother. ‘' Business
is very burrying just now; I've stayed from
the office too long already. Good-bye.”
Twenty years passed rapidly away; the pi-
ous sister had gooe to her long home, and the
man of fiity, still impenitent, siced tearfully
before ber new made grave. A neighbor was

without ceasiag specislly for our Foreign Mis- |

Al any rate, it is a very un.
seemly subject of conversation for a drowsy |

peace and boly joy whichjmade her last hours
radiast with the glories of beavea.

** I wonld give a thousand pouads tor such a
bope as sbe bad,” was the agitated answer.

** [ you would die the death of a Christian
you must live a Cbristian’s life,” replied the
tricnd. * When will you ever have a better
| time *"

*+ I don't know ; I don 't know," rejoined the
rich worldling. ** I nevef was so busy in my
life. 1 seem to have oo time for anything. |
bave tied my own bands, aad am powerless to
belp myselt. But I am not so indifferent as

pray with constancy and faith, that the power °f| you think. I really wish 1 was a Christian;
God may be l_"“‘““"" lent to accelerate our| gnq o [ said at the beginning of our talk, I'd
reluctant 'h‘pn. missionary wheels. ?give s thousaod pounds this mioute to be one

.T“ ‘,h"d spesker was Mr. W. W. Br wa. l But it's time for the train, I see, and | must
His topic ‘was ** Our Home Missions. Past, | }osten back to the city.

Come and see me,
will you

Twenty years more, and an old man lay on
his death bed. Many a revival of religion had
awakened in his breast a passing intere t, but
left bim still nablest

Now be most give up the world, though that

was bisall. Seventy years had made him rich |

in beape of gold; but be was a pcor old man,
without bope, and without God. He must
reap what be had sown.

But O, the terror and anguish which over-
whelmed his departing spirit ! A faithful min-
ister tried, even then, to lead his despairing
soul to him who welcomed the dy ing thief. But
no emotion of love and trust arose in his dark
heart; bhis last exclamation being: * O, if
1 could; if I could; I'd give a Aundred thous-
and pounds to die a Christian!" He bad
gained this world's wealth in abundance, and
LOosT W18 soUL.— Western Advocate
LORD SELBOURNFE AS A SUNDAY-

SCHOOL TEACHER. g

The Chwrch Sunday-school Magasine for the
present month has a portrais of the Lord Chan
cellor, who, it is stated, bas been a Sunda)
school teacher for twenty-two years. ln the
accompanying remarks we read that *' the ar-
dous duties which bave now fallen upon bim
have not been admitted as a reason why Lis
Sunday work should be given ap. From swenty
to twenty-five young men and lads ol sixteen
years and upwards still find the Lord Chancel-
lor regurlarly at the schools of All Soul's
Church, Langbam place, Sunday by Sunday,
with his Bible-lesson ready fer thew. Maoy
of our readers know what it is to be hard work-
od during the week; but let us assure them
that they have no idea of the overwhelming
eharacter of the labours of a Lerd Chancellor.
Their work may be toilsome while it lasts;
but, in the vast majority of cases, the hour
does come — however late at might—when
it is over, and when their minds are fvee until
the time for beginning again. Buts Chancel-
lor's work, duriag the greater part of the year,
is never done. Its responsibilities and anxie-
ties never leave him ; and it is slmost impos-
sible that be sbould ever be without the bur-
densome sense of accumulating arrears. The

le of—peragrarance, therefore, which

every fainthearted or weary teacher to firesh
exertions in the bigh and boly migsion to which
we bave all been called. Two other features
ot Lord Selborne’s work as a teacher we may
withc ds impropriety refer to, i both of which
be sets an example worthy of universal imita-
tion. In the firss place, he does not rely even
upon bis well stored mind, or upon bis
long practice in the arts of clear exposition
and effective appeal, and go to his class un-
prepared. Most thoroughly is every subject
specially stadiad for the parpose; most care-
fully are the notes drawn out in which the ma-
terials 50 woven are gathered in a well con-
structed lesson. In the second place he was
not content with meeting and teaching bis
boys on Sunday. Each one has a place in his
memory at other times; and those who have
left are not loss sight of. A voluminous cor-
respondence with oldscholars scattered all over
the world testifies to the noble thoroughness
with which the leader ot the Eaglish Bar and
Mentor of the House of Commons has so long
falfilled his part in the great work of tending
the lambs of the Masster's flock. On Lord
Belborne's many other claims to the respect
sad admirstion of Eaglishmen, and particular-
ly by Eoglish Chorcbmen, we do not bere en-
large. . Tt is impossible, now that
Lord Selborne has become a prominest official
leader of one of the grest parties in the State,
that political dilferences may sometimes inter -
fere with the wniversal approbation which his
public life was bithertoo commanded ; but,
nothing, we are assared, can diminish the af-
fectionate pride (if we may veature so to term
it) with which Sunday-school teschers will
watch the futare career of the most distinguish-
od of their fraternity.

INDIAN MISSIONS.

The follo'in,; important letter, from the pen
of Lord Lawrenes, in answer to strictures on
mission work in a leading article in the Times,
appears in our contemporary : —

Sir,—Although 1 must leave to others who
are more competent to deal with it the consider-
ation io all its aspects of the very complex ques-
tion of missions, upgn which you have recently
touched in eonneetion with the day of prayer,
it bas so impertant s bearing upon the stability
ot our Indian Empire that 1 may be pardoned
for making & few remarks oo the subject.

A mere enumeration of the countries in which
Church of England missionaries sre employed
would suffice to show that there are no groutds
for stating that Lbey give up any race or regioin
as inaccessible. But instead of referring to |
Africa, New Zealand, North- Western Americs, |
and other fields in which the Church of England |
is labouring, I will restrict myselt to lndib, of |
which I have personal knowledge. Those who
are dissppointed at the results of missionary
labours in this country must bear in mind that
the Hindus, who form the bulk of the popula-
tion, bave shown such tenacity to their faith
that eight centuries of Mobammedan rule had
left the masses as strongly wedded as ever to
their system of caste and to their religious be-
lief and rites. In almost all other countnes the
Mobammedans had sueseeded - in preselytising
the pecple whom they had subjugated, but in

telling eim of ber happy death, of the sweet

India they foand a religious system which had

FeXRiD 0% 2 !
Loid Selborne bas set is one that should Ewimate

"
s0 moulded every thought and habit and custon

ot the ['(‘\\;'iﬁ. Ehl' the sw# rEecn
wielded by some of the Delh Emreorors, and
the temporal advantages off ‘red by others, had
no effect except upon an nsig et num ber
of the Hindus.

Bearing in mind that gencral mossionary
effurt in India dates from 1531, and that eve
torth i sack lua

few exoc)

NOW mMIiss1OoNAries are seot
quate numbers that, with

1

the large towns and centres bhave been oog

(some of them with a single missionary)
WAS SCATC ') lu'in' ¢ lik'\'fl‘ll that in the course (!
sixty years the idols of Indra would be utterly
abolished ;. the wonder rather s that already
thiere are

| that Hu

#0 many unmistakal hcatons
g us Lold
| It was bardiy to
| expected that the citadel would
| the first summons, but thewp is every prospect

luism 1 fast los pom the

affections of the pe |'§v}-‘ )
snrrel }l at
by Grod's blessing, of its being stormed at last;
)and at this crisis of India’s history it s most
{important that the people shonld recewve an-
| struction in the saving truths of the Gospel
But you say there 16 no buman enterprise |
| such organjsation ‘as the missions of the Churc®
| of Englan®Which shows such poor results. s
| this indeed the case® It is very difficult to ests
| mate the eflscts of moral, and still less of spir
Those of material operations are
;\-:t

| 80 in the other case. Oae must look deeply,
{

itual work

palpable to even superficial observation,

| one must understand the people sulject to such

\

|lnr|m|u>=g, betore it is possible 1o estimate the

effects which have been produced on the

!

miods and characters Phe number of acinal
converts te Christianity in India, including
Burmab and Ceylon, is not insignificant.  Hy
||h~ latest returns, which are trustworthy, ther
numbers do not fall much short of 300,000,
But these pumbers do not by any weans give
an adequate estimate of the results of mission
ary labour. There are thousands of persons
scattered over India who, from the knowledy:
which they have acquired, either directly or in
directly, from the dissemination of Christian
principles, have lost all beliel in Hinduism and
Mobammedism, and are in their conduot influ
enced by higher motives, who yet fear 1o make
an open profession of the change o them, lent
they should be lovked on as outeasts and lepers
by their own people.  Such social circumstan
ces must go on influencing converts until the
time comes when their numbers are sufficiontly
large-to enable them to stand forth and show
their faith, without ruin to their position in
life.

You tell us, again, and there ought 10 be
many
vests, who ought not to be ashamed of thew
position.  Alas! but live
to see their native land, or aut
pass the remnant of their lives in it after
years of toil abroad. But those who know, or
bave know such men us Lacroix, Dr. Dutl,
Dr. Wilson, C. B. Leupolt and Mr. SBmith
(both of Benares), Edward BStuart, Jobn
Barton, Valpy French, Welland,
and Robert Clark, and many others, whowse
names for the momeént escape my memory,
within the last twenty years, cannot give &
doubs TRET-WrwrTrsIIve-aed faithfu! Clris
tian missionaries stillin onr ranks. It is only
a month ago since we heard of the death af
one of this class, Dr. Williaw Emslie, who for
the last seven years bad devoted his life to the
good {cause in Casbmere, and whose death
was causcd by the privations syl exposute u-
cident to the discharge ot the duties he had
undertaken in that country.

I will not deny that we do not see as many
Christian converts smong the natives of In-
diaas we would wish, but, nevertheless, there
are such men to be tound. The Maharajsh
Duleep Sing is, I believe, a true specimen of
that class in England. Many of your readers
w Il recall the Sub-Assistant Surgeon at Delb:
(formerly & Hindu in religion) who at the
outbreak ot the Mutiny, gave up bis Lite rather
than renouuce the Christian faith which he
professed. There are few
have taken an interest in Indian missions who
could not produce many other cases of the
kiwd. Men like Lord Napier of Merchistoun,
Sir Bartle Frere' and otliers have borme test:-
meny to the good fruits of missionary enter-
terprise in India; and in such men as the bish
op Heber, Bishop Cotton, snd the present
Bishop Milman aod Bishep Gell, we bave hadl
and still have clergyman, who both by their «x
ample and devotion to their duties, have ad
vanced the faith which they have preached

If we aro to wait until the time when all the
people of England are influenced in their lives
by Christian principles belore wejcarry on our
efforts to convert the inbabitants of India, |
am atraid we must postpone the enterprise (o
a0 indefinite period. But was that the princ:
ple on which the Gospel was first preached by
the command of our Lord and@aviour? Was
that the rule adopted by the Apostles and the
Primitive Church? Truly, the eonduct and
oharacter of Englishmen have hak a mighty in-
fluence on missionary enterprise in India and
No doubt

returned missionaries, and even cow
few of the former
any rate to

Joseph

Englishmen who

elsewhereo. such eonsiderations
bave led many s beathen to reject the farth
which seemed to produce to him such evil fruit
But the greater the banetul effects of such ex

amples, the more necessary it is that we shoold
apply the (Gospel as an antidote. Apart from
the higher interests of the Empire, that thers
should be a special class of men,of bLoly bves
and disivterested living among the people and
secking at all times their best good lo

crease this class, and also to add to the pum
ber of qualified teachers among the natives
themselves, was the object of the day of specia)
prayer, and in this object I beartily sympa.-

thise.
Io England we too often see good and earnest

the wfluence of the powes
of their
anion, and by their excessive dillsrences o

men weakenog
tte Christian faith by want ol
unimportant points of Chrreh doetrine and ad
ministration. This is stumbling block in the
way of many of our own people, as well «
jamong the natives of India. Bat surh) jar-
ring yiews, for the most part are either not
found among the different classes of Christian
missionaries in that country, or are studious-
ly kept in the baek-ground. These mission-
aries are in the babit of meetiog in conlerencc
irom time to time for tbe purpose of mutusl
eounsel, and for the genera! furtheranee of tle

eause they have at heart.




