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How it is Non-Catholics
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their number, much exaggerated.
There is, or there was for he died .

}«VÆrn°f Î1XS1 ! Cardinal Manning i„ the 

quoted in Ottawa of late by certain high rem I* “•*'? ‘"r s:iUs'
Protestant champions. These gentle- | ^“ ho‘
men in so doing betrayed their ignor- i J|0W ,"(..tll|(''v Vl,ur* 
ante of the man and his writings as a , "“™lts i . ,l“" be
wholo, to the quiet amusement of those Hav® . Jt. 0H1,1»r to < atholie 
who were better informed. For it doctrine of the universality of grace.
seems to me that, if there is one name vi^i/church” which ,d,K'!"ni' nf thf* 
in English literature which Protestant- | " , ” i.„o J , hl’.s not nil'y a
ism would do well to avoid, it Is that of ® u^of . m","msiM,‘s,m1'
Richard Frederick Littlcdale. ™e. 8°"1. ,lu, Chui,, |i is as old as

The subject of which we arc speak- J1' nh llle riU1' wan­
ing always had a fascination for him. kV11*- embraces every soul of man
A “student from his youth, It was not who has lived, or at lenst whohasdied,

long before he discovered the falsity of , !" thc°H-dv ('host ’’V"' ''"‘v"11" 
these and similar traditions. 111s blood j inullls dn,! o'"' "",v
boiled, he tells us, when he reflected L“"Te„5 tim^te n",wilr
upon the monstrous fables with which his ‘ . J..r ôn 'fh \Vm Vin , T'y'
mind, and the minds of tens of thou- f'"'1ÏtuT'■ ^ 
sands of English children, had been in the Uiutch of England I Ins letter
imbued more particularly with regard JV.
to the lives andcharacters of the leaders “..T. 'wis onw.i.i , . '1'!

îsasfSsASsstÆsM,*ass?sr«
h„,,,lB.,i.n M Mm tm, y«r. of • • ”
h.rt'.lmr. lm “ ™ ma in .mn.no, b.h HI, light „„1 ,™

1,1 *~x sssss. r tt? 6 rr ,;Fably out of the -visible body of the
Maitland» “Dark Age»" Ed. issu : pp Church. They only are culpable who 

47SH“The Reformation of the Church of Euk knowingly and wilfully reject its 
land”by the Rev. J. H. Blunt, M. A. F. 8. a. divine voice when sufficiently known 
F1:o,*r.VI°utheï!>-Ed." Watch, XXII. mj. to them. But 1 must not gô on, for 
Quoted by the Reverend S. Baring Gould. M. VOU are seeking UlllOll 111 agreements, 
delivered in^ML °D “Lutber and J ustitivation and j have no wU1 to strike a diseoid- 
‘ V^TUe term *• .Middle Ages” ie here used in Its j ant note. You sav truly, * The con 

including the six troversies to which most of our 
Roly Roman Empire, Ed. i»w. p. | churches owe their rise have lost much 

“ History of England,” Ed. ISIS, Vol.

flVE-MINPTE 81THE CATHOLIC TENTH BOCI- ’ eut editions of the whole Latin Bible ' ous, if you question the faithfulness of I '®},e^t ^‘"rom levRy and
ITT .^OTTAWA. «-*-*, „„ „„„ , „ té, - i» ■«> —. r™

It. At,.,, and Object.. Augsburg, Strasburg, Cologne, Ulm, general grounds, to differ from those tolerant and impartial.
---------- Mentz (two), Basil (four), Nuremberg who hold these extreme views as to the “Leo X., says Ranke, was lull ot

traditions.—A TAPER read before (t,.n, and were dispersed through tier- ‘ darkness ’ of the middle ages. 4. 1 kindness and sympathy : he rarely re-
on Thursday, 17th lnfinv i repeat, before Luther was question very much if our ancestors fused a request, or if he did, It was in

DECEMBER, 1881, by JOSEPH pope, i borl, alld ! may ad,i that before that were so far behind us as is commonly the gentlest manner, and only when
---------- ! event there was a printing press at supposed. We form our opinions ol it was impossible to grant it. He is a

Ml) Lord Archbishop, Sir John work in this very town of Erfurt, where them from history, and our histories, good man ’ says an observing ambas-
Thompson, ladies and Gentlemen I more than twenty years after he (Mar- as a rule, are greatly abridged, being sudor to his Court, • very bounteous
The subject to which I desire to in- Luther) is said to have made his largely a record of selges and battles, of a kindly nature, 
vite your attention for a short time i djHc0Very.’ Some may ask, w hat was I murders and court intrigues, and pop-1 Of Adrian VI. Ranke says :
this evening, is “Traditions"—a wide the Pope "about all this time? Truly ular discontents, and such like. “R was long since the election had

But there are traditions j one woui,i think lie must have been off I According to them, people in past I fauen 0H a man so worthy of his high
' his guard ; but as to these Gorman I times seem to have been doing little I all(, |10)y office. Adrian was of a most

performances, he might have found I else than killing each other. When spotiess fame : upright, pious, industri-
einidoyment nearer home if he had we put down our book, we do not ou9j 0f such a gravity that nothing
looked for it. Before Luther was horn always reflect that our guide, In order more tban a faint smile was ever seen
the Bible had been printed in Rome, to survey the course of centuries in a llpou bj„ yet full of benevolent,
and the printers had had the assurance few pages, necessarily has had to con- pure intentions ; a true minister of
to memorialize His Holiness, praying I fine himself to recording only the I religion. " 12.
that he would help them off with some great and exceptional events of those I Qt- Clement VII., the successor of 
copies. It had been printed, too, at times. The historian dwells on those I Adrian, he says:
Naples, Florence, and Piacenza ; and I things because they are dramatically I .< v.........i.;.,.,
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word truly, 
of manv kinds, and it is of only one 
class of these that 1 propose to speak.

I do not, for instance, intend to refer 
to the common law of England, by 
which we arc governed, nor to the 
Constitution under which it is our hap­
piness to live, both of which are great 
and venerable traditions, transmitted 
tous by our fathers, and held ill equal 
veneration by all classes in the com­
munity. Nor shall 1 say anything here 
of that living stream which has flowed 
lieside the Catholic Church for so many 
centuries ; which connects us with 
every age, and us and them with the 
beginning of the Christian dispensa­
tion. Nor again, shall I dwell on that 
great tradition, which is the corner­
stone of Protestantism, the denial of 
all tradition 
Bible is the sole rule of religious belief 
and practice, and that everything 
bearing on Christian faith and wor­
ship which is not to be found within 
its four corners is to be regarded as 
the doctrine and commandment of 

My concern is rather with cer­
tain historical traditions, which arc 
tenaciously held by those who reject the 
claims of the Catholic Church, and 
which form with many persons a prin­
cipal reason for such rejection.

There are, as I have said, many tra­
ditions. There are true traditions, 
and there are false traditions ; and 
they are true or false, according to the 
truth or falseness of their origin. As 
no stream can rise higher than its 
source, and as the strength of a chain 
cannot exceed that of its first link, so 
the authenticity of any tradition must 
depend upon its first beginnings.

Now there are certain popular tra­
ditions held in our midst to-day which, 
in the cause of truth, I would fain see 

They are widespread. 
They have been implicitly believed for 
generations. They are received as 
absolute truth by thousands ; and they 
form, among English-speaking people 
at any rate, an immense obstacle to 
the Catholic religion. So long as they 
arc accepted as facts it is almost use­
less to look for the extensive spread of 
Catholicism amongst us. It is, there­
fore, all-important, in the cause of 
truth, that they bo shown to be un 
founded. Let us then make some en­
quiry concerning them.

The first tradition that I am going to 
examine is the belief, widely held 
among those who reject the claims of 
the Catholic Church, that, previous to 
the time of Martin Luther, the Bible 
was practically an unknown hook, and 
would have continued to be so had it 
not been providentially discovered by 
Luther in the town of Erfurt, in Ger­
many, about the year 1507. The cir 
cumstanees of this discovery are 
set out in great detail in what I 

call the authorized version 
A picture not
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editions. No doubt we should be with-1 tain what manner of men our forefath-1 conduct, at least, was marked by blame- 
in the truth if we were to say that beside I ers were, and how they thought, and I iessm!ss and moderation. " 18.
the multitude of manuscript copies, not worshipped and lived and worked, and And so 1 could go on, hut I think I 
yet fallen into disuse, the press had I amused themselves, we must go deeper I have said enough to show you what, no 
issued fifty different editions of the I than most histories take us. I doubt, you already know in a general
whole Latin Bible, to say nothing of Opinions will differ as to the condi 
Psalters, New Testaments, or other tion9 of mcdia-val life. To some that to the effect of the Papacy upon 
parts. And yet more than twenty I lip. was not without a certain charm. Europe in the middle ages, 
years after (Luther’s birth) we find « I Steam, electricity, the daily news- I the lives of the occupants of the Papal 

n (Martin Luther) who lmd I paperi a„d all the mechanical develop- chair, is a huge calumny. r 
‘ a very liberal education,11 * —j— —*= D'­
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incuts of our modern civilization ave I is that the Church of Rome wielded

young man 
received
who ‘ had made great proficiency in influence over the minds of menvery convenient things, but after all, I great 
his studies at Magdeburg, Eisenach, I their enjoyment is not the summum in the middle ages, and she exercised 
and Erfurt,’ and who nevertheless, did iMtmm 0f existence. If we want ex it always on the side of justice and 
not know what a Bible was, simply I ampiea 0f the highest types of human morality.
because ‘ the Bible was unknown ill I intelligence and industry and skill, it “Tlie spiritual Supremacy arrogated 
those days !’ 1 I is in the middle ages wo must seek I by the Pope," says Lord Macaulay,

This seems conclusive as regards the I them. VV'ho were the greatest poets ? “was in the dark ages, productive of 
Continent. Lotus see how matters I who tlie most famous painters ? who the I far more good than evil. " 14. 
were in England. Again I shall quote I most skilful architects? who the most I And Lord Macaulay never said more 
an Anglican clergyman of repute—the renowned sculptors ? who the most pro- in favor of the Church of Rome than he 
Reverend J. H. Blunt, M. A. of Oxford, I found thinkers that have adorned I could help, 
who in his work on the “ Reformation I humanity ? Were they not of that I 
of the Church ” is constrained to say : I period contemptuously spoken of as the I Papal throne.

“There lias been much wild and fool- I * dark ages,1 or of the still more distant I pretend that, during tlie long course of 
ish writing about the scarcity of the I past ? nineteen hundred years, history does
Bible in the ages preceding the Refor-1 But the point of the tradition that we not represent some Popes as having 
mation. It has been taken for granted I are examining is not so much that the I been unworthy of their high calling,
that Holy Scripture was almost a sealed I middle ages were ignorant and dark, and that some things did not happen
book to clergy and laity, until it was I as that the cause of their darkness and I which Catholics might wish had been 
printed in English by Tyndalo and I ignorance was the Church of Rome, I otherwise ; but these were the rare ex-
Coverdalc, and that the only real I whose ecclesiastical system oppressed I copiions, and I state my honest eonvic-
souree of knowledge respecting it I and deceived mankind. That is the I lion when I say that the general tenor 
before then was tlie translation made | popular tradition. Let us see how | of the influence of the Papacy, in the

times of which we speak, has been 
In order to show that the Holy Scrip- I greatly for the advancement of human

loose, conventional sense as 
teenth cent 

5. Bryce.
104.men. herof their interest for us: some of them 

are hardly intelligible.’ 1 have two- 
great advantages. 1 can hope and 
embrace you in the soul of the Church, 
and I can rejoice in all, and gladly 
share in many of your good works.”

». Hu 
I. JL^I
h. Hume, “ History of E.inland,” Ed. 1*1* Vol.
’{I. Hume History of England, Ed. l*i*. Vol.

X, p. 5*1.in. Ib. Vol. 3, n 32. . „
11. Ranke s History of the Popes.

Vol. 1. p. 4*. 
ix. Ib. p. to.
13. Ib. p.<*7. [ What must lie the satisfaction and gi\.tit>

iiX? iJnE’ v«.i i nn <>t xi I cation at so small a cost, of une wlm writes

Eng., say : “ I had suffered trom a sprained 
knee tor twelve months, without living aide to 
obtain relief from the pain when I rubbed

_ , the knee thoroughly for twenty minutes
Canadian American. I Jacobs Oil. That night I traveled

A letter from our esteemed fellow-country- I oqq miles by railway, the next day I w.-dked 
man, Hon. Freeman Talbot, of South Dakota, j 05 miles, and the pain had entirely disap. 
takes us back to the days when Ontario, then I peared. I have never had the slightest ro­
ll pper Canada, was being opened up to civil-1 turn uf jt since.” 
ination by Scotch pioneers. An article on 1 The Dreaded La Grippe.

, Fallowing this scourge of liunumilv

fr0m effectual "a,'r°Pe^:m,ld £ fcl* M 
Mr T- hot savs • AmonÊ offintewtina Liver Oil Emulsion will, WiM Cherry anil 

»ti£ Jl relX;,^ to ü5 «ySmSÊ Hyp,,phospld.es, which is the latest and hest 
thrifty and loyal Glengarry 1 read the follow- combination of “''-coneuni ptive remedies, 
mg account of the good Catholic Bishop, I 1 rlce 5*'. and tUW per l-ultli.
Alexander McDonell, who in my younger I Henry Clement, Almonte, writes : Kr 
days was a shining light in the pathway of I a long time I was troubled with chrome 
Canadian progress. In 1802 three vessels I rheumatism, at times wholly disabled : I tr ied 
came from Port William to Quebec emigrant I anything and everything recommended, but 
laden. Among them were the disbanded I failed to get any benefit, until a gentleman 
soldiers of the Glengarry Fencibles, a regi- 1 who was cured of rheumatism by l)r. 
ment that hail been raised by Alexander Mc-1 Thomas’ Eclectric Oil, told mo about it. L 
Donell, of Glengarry, for service in Ireland, I began using it both internally and externally, 
in the repression of the rebellion of 1798. I and before two bottles wore used 1 was 
They were granted free laud and accom- ! radically cured. We hud it a household 
pained by their chaplain, the Rev. Alexander 1 medicine, and for croup, burns, cuts and 
McDonell, afterwards Bishop of Kingston, I bruises, it has no equal, 
the first Bishop of the Province, who died at I zz 
the age of eighty years. Now that you have | 
brought Glengarry men to the fore, and 1 
know a great many of them to he Catholics, 
permit me to introduce a short additional 
chapter, illustrative of public sentiment in 
Canada fifty years ago. Let the addresses 
below speak tor themsel 
ADDRESS OF THE ORANGE BODY OF THE 

CITY OF TORONTO
To the Iiifjht Rev. Alexander McDonell,

D. D.y Bishop of Reg io polis y etc.
May it Please Yoitr Lordship.—We, 

the Orangemen of the city of Toronto, beg to 
approach Your Lordship with sentiments of 
unfeigned respect for your pious and loyal 
labor in the service of your Church and coun­
try and during a long protracted life for the 
Christian liberality which you have ever 
evinced towards those of a different creed.

We beg to reciprocate the charitable feel­
ings breathing throughout Your Lordship’s 
address to the electors of Stormont and Glen­
garry-sentiments which bear deeply the im­
press ot a mind noble and virtuous, raised 
alike above the mean and grovelling distinc­
tions of party feelings or political rancor.
Such feeling when disseminated, we trust, in 
the approaching contest for the maintenance 
of the British Constitution, may array Cath­
olics and Orangemen side by eiie, and hand 
in hand, to achieve a victory more bloodless 
than, yet as glorious as, that which they won 
on the empurpled field of Waterloo.

We take leave of Your Lordship, with a 
fervent wish that Providence may gild the 
setting sun of your declining days with every 
blessing, and that Catholics and Orangemen 
all over the world may live united in the 
bonds of Christian fellowship, such ;is will 
tend to prevent the crafty agitator and rene­
gade apostate from ever being able to sever 
that bond of union which we trust may ever 
exist between us, not only in our attachment 
to each other, but also in our attachment to 
our Mother Country.

ume.
6X0.

EJ. 1817.
So too with the occupants of the 

I do not ior a moment There's Magic In it.

A REMINISCENCE OF BISHOP Me- 
DONELL.

shattered. much truth there is in it.by Wlckliffe.
“The facts arc that the clergy and 

monks were daily reading large por-1 tares were widely known at the time I society. It has ever been less fierce 
tions of the Bible, and had them stored I of Luther, I quoted two distinguished I than tlie nations, and in advance of 
up in their memory by constant rcci-1 Anglican clergymen. I now propose I the age. It has ever moderated tlie 
tation : that they made very free use I to take a high Scotch authority. I strife between contending monarchs,
of Holy Scripture in preaching, so that I Professor Bryce, whom you know as I and promoted the spiritual and in- 
even à modern Bible reader is aston- I a leading member of the Imperial Par-1 tclleetual welfare of their subjects, 
ished at the number of quotations and I liament, and the author of the “ Ameri-
refercnces contained in mediæval ser-I can Commonwealth," says, in his I own country, who excommunicated 
mons : that countless copies of the I scholarly work on the “Holy Roman I King John, because he oppressed his 
Bible were written out by the surpris I Empire,” in speaking of the middle I people, and forced him to accept an 
ing industry of cloistered scribes : I ages : I Archbishop of Canterbury whose name
that many glosses or commentaries I “ Now of the Visible Church the cm- I is foremost on the roll of Magna 
wero written which arc still seen to lie I blem and stay was tlie priesthood : and [ Charta ? 
full of pious and wise thoughts : and I it was by them, in whom dwelt what- 
that all laymen who could read were, I ever of learning and thought was left
as a rule, provided with their gospels, I in Europe, that tlie second great idea, I of slavery, and caused its abolition in 
thoir psalter, or other devotional por- I etc., etc.” B. I England ? 16.
tions of the Bible. Men did, in fact, I And if he be not sufficient, let us The Roman Church ! 
take a vast deal of personal trouble I take Hume, who is generally known to Who championed the cause of moral- 
with respect to tlie production of copies I have been a violent opponent to every- tty, and of the sanctity of the marriage 
of the Holy Scriptures : and accom- I thing Catholic. tic, in the face of a proud and tyranni-
plished by head, hands and heart what I “It must be acknowledged,” says cal King, whom Hume confesses, the 
is now chiefly done by paid workmen I Hume in his History of England, Pope had the strongest motives to 
and machinery. The clergy studied I speaking of those early times, “that gratify ? 10. 
the work of God, and made it known I the influence of the prelates and clergy Again a Pope of Rome !
to the laity : and those few among tlie I was often of great service to the pub- There is yet another tradition I had
laity who could read had abundant 1 lie." 0. in my mind to examine, and concern-
opportunity of reading the Bible, either I Again : ing which I feel I must say some-
in Latin or in English, up to the I “To tlie Catholic clergy is altogether thing, though I greatly fear that the
Reformation period." 2. I to be ascribed the pure and truthful limited time at my disposal will pro-

Y'et in spite of evidence such as this, I transmission of history. " vent me from dealing with so large a
the fable I speak of has had, and con-1 And listen to him once more—7. subject in anything like a satisfactory
tinues to enjoy, conspicuous success. I “ This Island (Britain) possesses 

But do not let us be too severe upon I many ancient historians of good credit, 
those who, without the learning of a I as well as many historical monuments;
Maitland or a Blunt, have never inves-1 and it is rare that the annals of so mi­
tigated the subject for themselves. It I cultivated a people as were the Eng- 
is no part of my business to apologize I lish, as well as the other European 
for them, yet there is this much to be nations after the decline of Roman 
said. One argument does exist for the I learning, have been transmitted to 
tradition that Luther had no acquaint- I posterity so complete, and with so little 
ance with thoSerlpturcs. It is simple, mixture of falsehood and fable. This 
plausible, and it is one. That argu- I advantage we owe entirety to the clergy 
ment is himself, as depicted in his I of the Church of Home. " S. 
writings. Listen to one of his rolig- I So that, so far from the Church of 
ions meditations, and then judge if it I Rome being a bar to civilization, it is 
does not furnish some excuse for the I a fact, vouched for by Hume himself 
belief that the author was a stranger | that those who cry out the most against 
to the gospel of Christ.

“I am sometimes so cold, ” writes lie, I ally owe it to tlie Catholic Church that 
“ that I cannot pray. Then I stop my the'y have any accurate knowledge of 
ears and say God is not far from me, the middle ages at all. So much for 
and I must invoke and call on Him. | the general question.
Then I set before my eyes the ingrati
tiule and abominable life of my contra- I of men were they ? Were they rapaci- 
dietors, the Pope, his set and his ver- ous and profligate and cruel, as 
min ; that warms me up and 1 flame asserted by the holders of these tradi- 
with rage and hate—so begin Hallowed I tions? Let us see. 
he Thy Name. That is how my prayer St. Peter, 1 presume will pass muster, 
kindles. 1 have no better auxiliary I So also will St. Clement, of whom St. 
than rage and passion ; that refreshes I Paul says that his name is in the Book 
my prayer, sharpens my spirit, and I of Life. But we cannot go through 
drives away all thoughts of discourage- the whole list.
ment and doubt. ”8. It is, I think, fair to assume, on the

Let us now proceed to examine into I principle that it is darkest just before 
another tradition, which lias even a dawn, that Papal corruption was at its 
stronger hold, if possible, than the one height in the times immediately pro­
of which I have been speaking—upon ceding the Reformation. Indeed we 
tlie credulity of those who accept both are told this again and again. Let us 
with an unquestioning faith. I mean then take Pope Leo X., who was the 
the tradition respecting the condition contemporary of Luther, and 
and influence of the Papacy during have quoted from Hume, let us 
the middle ages. I do not think I what that hostile critic would say of 
exaggerate when I say that the ordin- him.
ary, common, every-day belief of those “Leo X,” writes Hume, “ was one 
among whom these traditions are rife, 0f t|ie most illustrious Princes that ever 
is that at the beginning of the six- snt on the papal throne. Humane, 
teenth century the state of Europe was benefit, generous, and affable ; the 
lamentable in the extreme—that relig- patron of every art, the friend of every 
ion had well nigh died out of the world | virtue.” 9.
•—that ignorance and violence 
abounded ; and that (and this is the , savs ;
point) the Papacy was largely to blame ‘“His character was distinguished 
for the miserable condition of affairs— bv Integrity candor, and simplicity 
Rome was a centre of profligancy and 0j manners. ’ 10. 
corruption, and the Popes were among There is another great Protestant 
the vilest of mankind. Briefly, this is authority on the subject, whose opinion 
what is called by those who hold it, the I ought to be of weight. I mean Leo- 
orthodox view ; and you are looked po]d you Ranke, the author of the 
upon as either ignorant or disingenu-1 History of the Popes, concerning which

Lord Macaulay says that It is “ an ex-

n-nifis a

tlie

Who was it, coming ourselves to our

A Pope of Rome !
Who was always the determined foe
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may
of this tradition, 
infrequently accompanies the letter 

A monk is seen amid gloomy 
surroundings—emblematical, I take it, 
of the spiritual condition of his time— 
eagerly reading a large copy of the 
Holy Scriptures, which is chained to a 
desk.
picted in his countenance as he pro­
ceeds, and we arc told that lie read, I 
think, as far as the book of Samuel, on 
this the first occasion oi his meeting 
with the Bible, so charmed with this 
previously unknown treasure.

Many of you, 1 am sure, have no con­
ception of the strength and vigor 
possessed by this tradition. It is a first 
principle with thousands ; if you deny 
it you are set down ns a very ignorant 

untruthful one. Y'et

4:IIC3press.

Wonder and delight are de- manner.
I refer to the tradition, very general 

in its acceptance, which teaches that 
the Roman Church in mediæval times 
joined to gentler vices a spirit of sav­
age and relentless cruelty — that is, 
the Church, as distinct from individual 
members thereof, persecuted with the 
utmost ferocity those whose only crime 
Was a desire to worship Jesus Christ in 
the purity of His gospel, of whom the 
Lollards in England, the Huguenots in 
France, and the Anabaptists in the 
Netherlands were conspicuous ex­
amples.

Like the story of Luther, and indeed 
closely associated with it, this subject 
has always attracted me. The result 
of my investigation into it has been to 
!"."d me to believe :

1. That the acts of cruelty com­
monly laid at the door of the Church of 
Rome are, in respect of their number, 
and without regard to the question of 
responsibility, greatly exaggerated.

2. That the overwhelming majority 
of persons who really suffered accord­
ing to this tradition, for conscience 
sake, were rebels against the govern­
ments to which they owed allegiance, 
and suffered for sedition and treason 
against the State, which oftentimes 
they chose, for purposes of their own, 
to identify with rebellion in the spirit­
ual sphere.

3. That the punishments inflicted 
on Lollards, Huguenots, Anabaptists 
and others were largely in the nature 
of reprisals, and were imposed by civil 
or military authorities, some of whom 
were actually at open war with the 
Papacy at the very time in whicti those 
things happened, for which it is now 
sought to hold the Roman Church re­
sponsible.

4. That the testimony of all history 
goes to show that in any event, it does 
not lie in the mouths of the spiritual 
descendants of the Reformers to accuse 
the Roman Church of persecution for 
conscience sake.

I now propose briefly to indicate 
some of the reasons on which tlie fore­
going conclusions are based, and I think 

present purpose will be more effect­
ually served by my doing so in the very 
words of non-Catholic writers.

1. First then, that the acts of 
cruelty complained of are, in respect of

IJ

I)person, or a very 
the story itself is hv no means symmet 
rical. I recollect when ten years old, 
wondering how the authorities of the 
monastery could have been so impru­
dent as to leave the Bible right in 
Luther's path, and actually to chain it 
•io a desk in a library so that it might 
not he taken away, but remain to be 
read by him, and Aliy other passerby. 
My youthful intelligence struggled 
vainly to solve this difficulty. For, 
observe, my first principle was that the 
monked wished to conceal all knowl­
edge of the hook. The subject con­
tinued to have an attraction for me, 
and as_] grew older I followed it up. 
confined my reading exclusively to 
11011-Catholic historians, but they were 
quite sufficient to solve my difficulty by 
showing me that my first principal was 
false. I found that the whole story was 
an absurd Invention. That at the time 
Luther was said to have discovered the 
Bible, printed copies of that sacred 
hook had been for many years dissemin­
ated throughout Germany, and that 
Luther himself must, as a monk, have 
been in tlie habit of repeating long pas­
sages from it every day of his life.

The Rev. Dr. Maitland, a distin­
guished clergyman of the Anglican 
Church, and sometime Librarian of 
Lambeth Palace wrote a book a few 
years ago on the “ Dark Ages, in 
which ho shows pretty conclusively, it 
seems to me, that the dark ages wero 
not so very dark after all. 
book he treats, among other things, of 
the condition of literature in mediæval 
times, and is thus led on to take up the 
story we arc now considering. Ho 
makes a most patient examination into 
the w'holc sub ject, and hero are his con­
clusions (the italics are the author’s ):

“To sav nothing of parts of the 
Bible, or of books whose place is uncer­
tain, we know of at least firenfydiffer-
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Gentlemen — When I tell you thai| I 
passed four years in the most disturbed parts 
of Ireland, from 1798 to 1802, you will not he 
surprised that the flattering address of 
Orangemen, and the expression of their kind 
wishes to me, in my labors to promote the in­
terest of the Catholic Church in Upper 
Canada, should till my heart with joy and 
gratification beyond the power of langu.i 
to express, and almost too big for my heart 
to contain. The explanation of the eh 
which has taken place in the public feeling of 
your countrymen is found in the innate 
generosity and nobleness of the Irishman, 
who, when powerful motive of excitement is 
removed, returns to his natural disposition of
benevolence and warm affection towards his i ----- _____ U VDll?
fellow-countrymen. . X1IE HURON AND M11'
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dare not attempt by open force. But let I * ■ * , _ 202*000
Irishmen unite, and they will prove the im- | XUS6ÏV6 « tWCl» " 
penetrable bulwark of their adopted country 
—the strong chain of connection with the I W. MitI.e,
Parent State, which no force can break. I JOHN BEATTIE*
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