he roadside,

{ the equipment of every car.
is inner tube

lustration, is for :

r Car Supply Department— J

.s LIMITED

\T ONE

Summer Hats
v Being Cleared
1y Below Cost

» Limited

» Range

ment and operation
Y AN

ISE MONARCH

1 every feature that experience haes
» and that has stood the test of time.
\SE OF OPERATION and DURABIL-
ned at in every stove made by the

r new Stove Show Room on the
ore where vou will find something
@ stove line and at money saving

IDAY 12.50 p. m. Daylight Saving Time

le of
uits for Boys

AL RUGS

not miss the opportunity of
tion.

Mlson- (s

FUR SALES
TIL SEPT. 6
such a wide variety of
nt of pelts that all fur
care in selection of
re all contribute to the
1.
howing them to you?

y LTD.
JOHN

+ WAYS OF

It was centainly & glorious New
Tear's Day in Hong Kong, the e
¢iful dslend of “Fira el ”

THE MYSTERIOUS

e e iy e vt

. THE PEARL OF HOY HOW

T

very Happy New Ypar to you. You
have lndeed" exhorted men to be har

N6}
Janmary the finst—no, no, mot.that at
all, for thet is, to the happy Celestial,
merely the ignorant Buropean’s distor-
dion of the eacred calendar of amti-
quity—but February the gfourteenth,
the glorfous day fixed by the silver
moon, the nadiant Queen of the starry
heavens, and oot by the glaring sun
of the moonday And how wonderful-
ly she accommodates herself to the
Oriental's inherent disiike of a hard
and fixed regularity! She mever dates
it alike on any two following years,
but ifke the unveiling of her emiling
face—her waxing wnd her waning
with the changing monthe—she draws
the curtain forward end backward as
the seasons come end go and eo gives
o all bher the fascinatin

Played dn the
‘events of the following weeks beiongs
0 a later portion of our story.

The Peninsular end Ordental steam.
er “Bombay” was making ber regular
twenty-fourhour stop at
her schedule eastware ana all her pas
sengers had gone ashore to

the monontony of the tong sea journey
but also enabled them to escape the
noise, confusion and dust of the steam-
er's coaling.

The afternoon had been spent in
driving about in native garrdes, visit-

charm of variety. Indeed, the wold,
calm, businesslike way in which the
western mran cel the
of the year has led them in the various
ports of China, to emagine that De-
cember 25, and not January 1, is the
real chamging of the calender. "Yang
Jen go mnien,” (the Oceamr Man is pass-

ing the Year) is heard on every wide

at Christmas, and the little rice-paper

«wcards which are eold everywhera with

the words, “My chin<chin you Melly
' ~ Klismas,” are universally supposed to
‘be the New Year's greetings.

Queen’s Road and all the other buwi-
ness streets were a blaze of golden
glory. Red banners and streamers
floated in the air, beautiful lanterns of
all fantestic shapes hung out from
every available point, while the con-
stant din of firecrackers without vied
with the music of the three-stringed
fiddles within. Every business house,
from the great hongs along the water
to the humblest shops in twisting ai
lies, was closed and its doors hermen-
tically sealed with wme long etrips

; of red peper, bearing their good wishes
and ' their blessings. "“Kai men ta
<hik” and “Sing nfen wam foo.”

("Great luck on opening the door”

and “Myriad blessings of the New

Year”) greeted one on every cide. Ev.

eryone was happy and every man that

had a new coat or & wew hat or a pair
of new ehoes had them on. The lasi
neighborhood row, the last family

quabble, the last ing for debts
has ceased promptly at the stroke of
midnight and now all was bowing and
scraping and good cheer, as the “pipes
of harmony” and the “wines of peace"

passed around. b 2 s

Of course, every jinriksha eand
gam-pan fare was either doubled or
trebled. It was hard enough for even
these poor coolies to be working on
the great day of the feast and mean be-}
yond words must he be who would be-
grudge them the extra wine-money
Every old resident in the Cclony knew
this and cheerfully paid accordingly,
but the tourists in the hotel could
herdly be expected to grasp the situa.
tion. This explains why Colonel and
Mrs. Witherspoon, wealthy globerot-
ters from St. Louls, U.S.A., were call-
ing for the police at the hotel en-
trance, when the men who had pulled
them from the steamer wharf insisied,
in somewhat violent tones, on an ad-
dition to the fare.

“I give them & dime apiece and
that's more than enough for hauling us
less than three blocks,” exdélaimed the
irate Colonel. “They're regular sharks
—worse than the cabbies in Naples.”

“Twenty centee! Twenty centee!
B'longee New Year, China New Year,
ussee pay more mouney,” cried the coor-
ies im ‘

“Not & cent more, if 1 die for it. Now
get out of this quick, every one of
you, or I'll have the whole lot of you
in jail”

The foremost runner starded to take

'd of the tourist's eleeve and hold

1 back, just in time to dodge a blow
..m his heavy wallongstick, when a
hand k d d Chi gemtle-
man who had been an eye-witness or
the oocurrence stepped in between
thm and, in the most perfect of Eng-
Sish, attempbed to explain. ;

“I hope you will excuse these men,
Sir. They really do not mean to be
exorbitant or to do you any harm, but
you eee it is the great feast of the year

ing the dascinati

the hotel verandas. Borabjee Sam, who
kept one of the flnest exveys of eap-
Phires, rubies and pearls on the Island
was of course on haad with his wares,
as he always was on the amnival of
every mail steamer, and did the usual
thriving business with the travelers.
He was pantiularly attentive, on this
evening 10 & lady and gentleman from
the U. 8. A., who had paid him the
compliment o looking over his show-
cases and purchasing a few moderate
priced stomes. He was very anxious
that they should grant him a private
interview in their apartment, where he
might show them some of his especial
treasures, without exposing them to
the vulgar gaze of the other guests
His request being finally gramted, he
produced from the inner folds of his
capacious rocbe a mumber of leather
and velvet jewel-cases, and opening
them, laid them out in order on the
table for the admiring gaze of his ous-
tomens. .

“And you guarantee everyome of
these stones to be penfectly genuine
and flawless?” asked the lady.

“Absolutely so,” was the unhesitas-
ing answer; “if you have any dount
about it, you may take them to Loa-
don or Paris or New York and have
your own jeweler examine them with-
out paying me a dollar. If what I say
Is true, you an send me the money by
mail.”

“That is remarkable confidence to
show in perfect sirangers,” she added.
“You never saw us before in your life,
Suppose we should take this beautifu]

word ¢o you about ét; how would you
stand the loss?”

“Madam,” said the Cingalese mer-
chant, bowing profoundly as he did so,
“I have trusted many Europeans with
my jewels to take away and I have
mnaver lost a dollar! I have been in
the jewelry business many years and,
I think, 1 know ladies and gentiemen
when I see them.”

In spite of this very generous offer,
the lady decided not ®o avail herself
of it and merely selected a few little
stones at their cash value and insisted
on paying for them om the spot. Bor-
abjee Sam seemed to be hesitating for
4 moment and then drew forth from
‘his sleeve the last of the little cases.
He smiled significantly as he opened
it—

“I wish to0 have the pleasure of show-
ing you this, ¢hough it is not for sale.”
He held it gently up to the light—the
mest perfect and beautiful pearl on
which they had ever laid their eyes!
“Not for sale—what do you mean?"
“l mean it is not for sale at any
pricé that you would be willing to pay.
‘This is the famous ‘Pearl of Hoy How,’
brought to Ceylon three years ago by
a8 Chinese menchant from that little
Island He finally disposed of it to a
cousin of ours and from his hands #t
came into mine. Nothing more abso-
lutely perfect has ever been exhibited
in Colombo.”

In spite of the fact thet our travelers
had been warned agaimst the dangee
of being too enthusiastic over native
jewels—for this inevitably raises the
price propontionately—they went into
perfect raptures over the one mow be-
fore them and the end of it all was
that when the ‘“Bombay” blew her
whistle of departure the folfowing

ruby away with Us an® never write @

them and they are accustomed to
an extra consideration, that is all
Just step into the hotel, Sir, with the
fady and I will eettle with the jinwrik-
sha.”

“You dopt

in, Sir, and forget it.”

“Well, answered the Colonel, quite
taken aback by this unusual courtesy
*] am sure I am greatty obliged to you,
Sir. Here is my card, and I hope Wwe
may meet again’ before we leave the

Island.”

ed the card with a
was on the point of opening his case
to return his own, when Mms. Wither-
spoon called to her husband from with-
in and he was tost to sight in the cor-

down.

80, and eaying: “Vemerable Father, a

Wang Foo, the “man of mystery’—
than he—accep!

for it was none other

“Hers are two extra cups of wine for
you,” he said to the coolies, as he
proceeded to explain and to calm them
“Do not blame the ocean man;

be means well, but he does not under-

etand our native customs His New
¥ Year is over, a month and a half ago.
, take this extra silver for good
ok and may the god of riches beam

mean to say that you are
@oing to pay it yourself, .do you?”
“Oh, never mind about that, Sir;
that is a very trifting consideration.
You see, ¢the respectanre Chinese espe-
| «<islly dislike to have any unploasant-
ness on the Holiday. It doesn’t look
well, and”—he added with a smile—
“they beliave it betokens bad luck for
the rest of the year. Please pass right

bow, and

accepted the
proflered tips, bowing low as they did

morning, the precious pearl. from Hoy
How was securely locxed in the bottom
tray of the lady’s trunk in her cabin,
and the bank aoccount of Borabjee Sam
< was some four thousand Mexicans to
the good. The good ship continwed on
her long voyage, touching at Penang
and Singapcre and some two weeks
Tater came to anchor under the frown-
ing Peak of Hong Kong, all uncons
clous of the treasure that still lay hid
in the trunk. Yes, there it lay, as Mrs.
Withenspoon, its proud owner, believ-
ed-—-for it was mone other than she
that had purchased it from its owner,
Borabjee Sam—and would have com-
tinued to lay concealed there for the
rest of the voyage to Japam, had not
ithe temptation just to look at it once
more been too strong to resist. So,
on a quiet afternoon off the coast of
Formsa, she locked herself in her cab-
in and gave herself the exquisite sen-
sation of—discovering that the famous
Pearl of Hoy How had vanished into
the thinest of air! Gone! Absolutely
gone! Not a shadow of a trace of it
remained!

t.

In the little upper room at 5565 in
the Alley of the Red Cloud, Wang Foo
was oloseted with his old friend the
Abbot of the Temple of the Queen of
Heaven. They had finished the first
bowl of fragrant tea, had chipped the
dried water-melon seeds—which are
always belleved to give aid to reflec.
tion—and now were slowly and meth-
odically emoking the pipes of peaceful
thought. On the table before them lay
two pieces of paper; two most cigniti-
cant messages from two most different

e

eources.  Like the tides and cumvents gtopped et the cormer of the Avenue of
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in the beautiful harbor beneath the
windows, one had flowed in from the

|
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Fragrant Waters to nvoke a blessing
upon an eged eripple whom he had
often. ed, and, as he etood
there, his eye happened to glance up-
ward at the yellow notices on the op-
Dosite wall. He started back a step
in utter estonishment—right before
him were the very woras he had been
p 5 o

had been made of the roughest rice.
straw, was covered with the ancient
symbols of feraway Cathay. The first
had come through the regular ageucy
of His Britannic Majesty's Post Office,
the other hed come through the very
irregular agency of being tora from a

v
poster on the wall at the of th
alley. And yet, in spite of ‘world-
wide differenice in form and style, the
messages of their contents were i
tical!

The former read as foRows:

@

end
‘this

g

“Office of the Chief Inspector, De-
partment of Police, Victoria, Hong
Kong.

To Wang Foo, Esq., Alley of the
Red Cloud:

My Dear Mr. Wang:—We are in
receipt of @ wire from the Depant-
ment at Yokohama, stating that a
lady traveler on the last P. and O.
Mail was robbed while in the Hong
Kong Hotel of a pearl of the value
of several thousand dollars. The
jewel was purchased by her at Co-
lombo and she claims, was quite a
famous one, being khown as “The
Pearl of Hoy How.” Our depart-
ment §8 working on the case here
but I feel that we need your co-
operation in case the jewel has
fallen into Chinese hands.

I shall be glad to have you call
at my office at any hour after tiffin
tomorrow, and, in the meantime,
shall be glad to know from you
whether‘thls reported famous gem
is known at all among our Chinese
fellow-citizens in the Colony. I am,
Sir, yours very truly,’

Archibald A, Wallace,
Chief Inspector of Police.

Wang Foo read it over very slowly,
and carefully to the Abbot, translating
each separate word as he did so. He
had no meed to translate or interpret
its yellow companicn, for the symbols
were clea® and distinct. What they
said was:

“Those interested will take no-
tice. The Pearl of Hoy How am
rives this week. And will leave
" the next. Act according to the
agreement! The reward is sure!

The postaman had delivered the In-
spector’s letter to Old Chang, the gate-
keeper, the same forencon and Wang
Foo  was thinking over the words
“Pearl of Hoy How"” and repeaiting
them to himself as he was returning
from & series of New Year’s calls. He

.| “Pearl of Hoy How!"”

¥ ting to o (et
He stepped up
1o the paper, tore off carefully the
portion contadning the notice and fold-
ing it up in his hends, inserted it be-
tween the pages of the little leather
notebook; not however, before he had
very carefully, with the aid of his cry-
stal speotacles, Inspeocted the entire
wall and found that there was not

e S A e
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from the Colony. The confederate
would probably folow on the very
next eteamer, receive the gem from
ithe hands of the thiéf, pay him the
agreed upon rewand and then leave for
some European or Austmalian port
where he could dispose of his treasure
with much less suspicion them he pos-
sibly could on the Island. The very
firet step would be to_get into conti-
dential touch with the Telegraph Of
fice and try to trace the meseage. With
this agreement they gave the sacred
sign of the Brotherhood—¢he solemn
pledge to inviolate secrecy—and pant-
ed with the blessings of the night.
Barly the following mopning ‘Wang
oo scught an interview with Mr. Rob-
inson, the courteous head of the Great
Eastern Telegraphs. The Engilishman
became deeply interested in the case
and promised to extend to his visitor
every facility for tracing the message
Two difficulties, however, stood in the
way: first, all messages over the ca-
bles were considered ' strictly confl-
dential and could only be delivered
to the police on the request of the au-
thorities, and, second, they were usual-
ly in private codes and their meaning
known only to therecipients who.held
the key. The first was easily disposed
of. Wang drew out from his wallet a
Ittle card and handed it to the man
ager. It read:
Eastern. Tele-

“To &-h‘e Great

graphs:

-

}

>

WY
>

another line or word bearing upon the
subject!

Thp Abbot spoke: “There is no heagd-
ing and there is no signature. Did you
notice that?”

“Quite so, Venerable Father,” re
plied the Detective. “It i® anonymous
and of course intended to‘catch the
aye of some one who is passing end
who wishes to avoid suspicion.”

“But why did they not semd 1t
through the mails?”

“As, a guilty conscience dreads the
Post Office, I have often moticed that.

“Are there not some words from the
Sacred Classic of the Christians carv-
ed above the éntrance in the fqgeign
tongue? I have so been told.”

“Oh, yes, a famous line: ‘As Cool
Waters t0 a Thirsty Soul So Is Good
News From a Far vouatry.”

“Is not that conclusive proof that
the hand of the foreigner is in this?"’

“It does not actually prove it, but it
makes it very likely.”

So the two friends talked and talked,
and thought it over in the clowds of
their own mild native tobadeo until
the town clock struck the hour of ele-
ven. They had reached the following
conclusion, viz:—A robbery of & very
valuable gem had undoubtedey taken
place, and apparently while the owners
»f it were guests in the Hotel. Several
parties must be lmplicated, for it was
evident from the yellow motice that a
confederate had wired the notice ot
the purchase from either Colombo or
some interveming port, so that # was
being looked for on the arrival of the
“Bombay.” The Hong Kong agent in
the crime must have familiarized him-

found that the jewelry concealed in
some clothing in the bottom of a cabin-
trunk was missing and as it had oniy
been opened once between Ceylon and
Japan—and that cight here—they at
once jumped to the conclusion that the
theft had taken place m the Colony
We have, of course, imterviewed the
managers and carefully questiomed the
room-boys and servants, but their
minds are—as might have been expect.
ed-—a perfect blank upon the subject.
My only hope f that pos«ibly the rep-
utation of thie jewel might be known
to some of the native dealers here and
that through your influence we might
get ‘on ¢o the track of it, that is, sup-
posing any attempt has been made to
dispose of it in the Colony, which
seams to me very doubtful.”

The man of mystery hesitated.
Should he or should he mot reveal the
story of the mystersous yellow paper
that he had torm from the wall. How
could it help the Imspector? Would
the ends of justice allow him to break
his pledge of privacy to the okd Abibcyl
without his permission? He quickly
deaided to keep the secret to himselt
for a while longer—that is, provided
none of the native detectives had seen
it and noted it.

“You have thoromghly questioned
the Chinese Officers as to any knowl-
edge on their part of the ‘Peart of
Hoy How?" he asked.

“Yes, 8ir, Captain Hrownslow has
gone all.over it with them and sent
them to the pawn-shops and sailor’s
dens and they report that it has never
been heard of.”

Wang Foo's mind was relieved. He
had feared that many copies' of the
notice had been posted up on the city’s
walls, but evidently there was oanly
one, and that one was now safely in
his own. possession.

The afternoon was getting late amd
a8 he had still a number of ceremonial
calls to make, he bade the Imspector
good day and, with a promise to call
again in the course of the week, he/
joined the long line of well-dressed
pedestrians on Queen's Road and ban-
fshed the subject of the robbery from
is mind.

A week later Inspector Wal'a Cap
tain Browmlow and Wang I« met
again \by appointment at the Depart-
ment Office

“Well, Mr. Wang,” began the Chief.
“what mew light have you to throw
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lives tonight when we get to his house
in Red Cloud Alley, mark thet!”

Promptly at eight osiock old Chang
drew back the outer boits and admit~
ted the two foreign officers to thei
dweiling of Wang Foo, where they
were most graciously received and)
made to sit in the highest row of the;
red-cushioned New Year's cheirs. +The{
smoking tea and the trays of eweet-
meats were promptly introduced amd
placed before them, but, out of defes
ence to their European lack of ekil
in handliog the Chinese water-pipes
Manila cheroots of a specially fing
grade were substituvea for the latte
token of hospitality. The hour passeq
Pleasantly away .and the hands of the
clock upon the mantel pomced to min.
before they realized it. The gneat
Detective rose and spoke:

“My honored gueses, it 1s the hour
of nine, a symbolic hour of €ood luck,
I believe, in all Fastern lands. Allow;
me to have one of the greatest pleas
ures of the Happy New Year's seagon
and to present to you the matchiess’
Jewel, the original ana only genwine
‘Pearl of Hoy How.” Venerahie Old
One!” he called through the cumbain
that con(walgt the inner apartment
“bring in the “Pearl!’

At the word of command the ¥inciens
dame appeared, not bearing a jewel i
a casket, but leading by the hand one
of the sweetest little Chinese maddens
that their eyes had ever looked upon !
She was beautifully dressed in ali the
brightly colored silks of the festal sea-
son and looked for all the world as if
she had just stepped off some daintily
painted fan or screen. She gave them
the sweetest of countesies and modest-
ly blushing at the presence of the Eu-
ropean guests, cast her bright littie
eyes downward to the floor. The two
astonislhed officers instinctively rose
and returned the salutation, them sat
down and awaited the coming explan-
ation

“What is the mystery, Mr. Wang?"

“It is simply this, Gentlemen, the
theft, or supposed theft, of the jewel at
the Hotel has been indirectly the
means of unearthing & far more eer-
fous and dangerus crime; namely, the
stealing and selling of & human life!
This dear little girl was rescued by
me three days ago from & gang of
villains who stole her from Singapore
and were preparing to sell her to a
Portugese theatrical troup of Macao.
She was brought .up to the Colony

upon the ‘Pearl of Hoy How? ”
“Only this,” replied the visitor, with ,
a smile of intense satisfaction, ‘the|
pear] has been found and is now in my |
possession safe and sound. If you twe
gentlemen will do me the honor to be|
my guests at a little informal gather-|
ing at my humble home this evening, 1|
shall be glad to hand it over to you.

|

|
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Kindly extend to Mr. Wang Foo
any courtesies in the interests of
the Department of Justice.
Arthur Wayne-Evington,
Governor of Hong Kong.

The second difficulty he felt could be
8olved by a package of code-books In
the drawer of his desk at home.

A copy of every message, other
than those to the well-known firms in
the Colony, was laid before him and
he spent a careful hour in looking
them over. He sonted them out into
two piles, one of which he mentally
labeled “probable” and the other 'im-
probable.” He requested the privilege
of taking the latter with him for fur
ther examination and they were duly
sealed up in the manager's presence
and tucked away in the capaclous
sleeve of brocade. \

In the afternoon hé went by appoint-
ment {o the office of the Chief Imspec-
tor and there heard from him all the
details of the robbery, as far as the po-
lice had been able to trace it—and the
very plain truth was that they had not
been uble to trace it at all

‘“The trouble is, Mr. Wang, that we
have mothing whatever definite to go
upon. The wire from the Department
in Yokohama is very brief and unsat

self with the plans of the travelers

and possibly hastened their departure

isfactory. It merely states that on ar
rival at the Grand Hotel the tourists

“Found!” exclaimed the Chief. “Well |
Brownlow, that certainly is a new and |
mysterious joke on us and the Depart. |
ment. I wonder if there are two of|
them ?” |
He handed Mr. Wang a piece of yel

5 |
| low paper—it was a cablegram from

Yokohama—which the Detective re.
spectfully received and, putting on his
large tortoise-shell spectacles, proceed-
ed to read aloud:

“Depantment of Police, Yokohama,

Japan
To the Chief Inspector, Victoria,
Hong Kong:—Pleased to report
that valuable jewel known as

‘Pear] of Hoy How’ reported stol-
en in Hong Kong Hotel, has been
discovered by detect conceal-
ed in clothing in trunk,
Yamashiro Taburo,
Chief Inspector, Yokohama, Police

He folded the paper, handed it care-
fully back to Mr. Wallace, slowly re.|
moved his spectacles and remarked to|
their utter astonishment; 1

“Gentlemen, I cannot altow a little|
matter like the finding of the pearl in|
Japan to interfere with my pmp(\sﬂd‘
plane for your entertainment this eve-
ning. I = 1 expect you promptly at
eight and”—he added with an espec.
dal emphasis—"I shafl be true to my|
word and return to you, there and then |
the beautifu] ‘Pear] or fioy How! " |

“What do you make out of it, Brown. |
low,” inquired the Chief, as they re |

seets and cigars

after |

sumed their
Wang Foo's departure

“It's surely too much for me.” re-
plied the Captain, “but I can tell you|
one thing, you and T are certainly go-|
ing to have the great surprise of our!

| on a wall of the

concealed in a life-boat on hoard a
steamer and her coming and going
corresponded almost exactly with the.
dates of the arrival and departure of
our friends, the tourists.”

“But what led you to conmect the
two and to suspect the etealing of the
child?” asked the interested and puz-
zled Inspector

‘Well, that was brought about in a
very interesting way that would be a
little difficuit for the Buropean mind to
replied Wang Foo, with a
ymmous notice, posted
ty, conveyed the in-
telligence to someone that the ‘Pearl of
Hoy How’' would arrive on a cesrtain
ship and that she was to be met and
aken charge of accoraing to a previous
agreement This is hardly language
that would be used for a mere jowel,
and so I natu suspected a kid-
rapping or eom ng of that kind and

here is the result of the suspicion.”
e YA he notice wired up from
the Straits

“No, we searched every telegram,
but without a clue. The notice was
brought up by some of the crew of the

| coaster that left two days ahead.”

“And what

e Vou going to do with
the little ‘P ;) now that you Zave
rescued her? Send her back to Singa-
pore? That would be an awful pity.”
“Oh, no, gentlemen; that life for her
finished. She wil] pasz into the gare
" some kind English ladies in the
Colomny.”

“And how about the gang who stole
her?”

The man of mystery looked acrefuil-
ly about him to see that every door
was closed, and then, with his Joug
uplifted finger motioning for silemce
and attention, he said: “If you have a

alf a dozen pairs of good relable
andeuffs at headquarters, I think I
can show ycu a few Chimese and Portu-
gese wrists that they would grace-
fully adorn for the remainder of the
New Year's seasomn'”

“Browmlow!"” said the Chief. as he
rose to bid them good-night—+let us go
home and polish them up!”™
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