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SLEIGH KILLING A very large attendance from all 
over the Maritime Provinces Is confi
dently looked for at the Maritime For- 
ward Conference to be held In Am
herst, Thursday, December 17th, All 
intending to be present at this impôt» 
tant gathering are urged to arrive in 
Amherst on the evening of the 16th 
so that they will be able to attend the 
entire sittings 
which opens at 10 a. m. sharp. Half- 
fare rates on the railways within a 
radius of eighty miles from Amherst. 
Over eighty miles, delegates and oth
ers attending must secure Standard 
Certificates. With an excellent pro
gram, the Conference promises to be 
attractive, formative, and educational 
in its character.

The Prime Minister of Can! da and 
the three Premiers of the Maritime 
Provinces will be present as well as 
a large number of men prominent In 
the public, commercial, manufacturing, 
agricultural and general business life 
of the Maritime Provinces.'

The Conference is open to all citi
zens interested in Maritime develop
ment.

London, Ont., Dec. 14.—Fred Whit
ing, aged 18, of 882 Trafalgar street, 
was instantly killed and James Smith, 
colored, aged 16. of 1225 Trafalgar 
street, la in a dying condition, 
result of being struck by the Grand 
Trunk “Pacific Express,'* Buffalo to 
Chicago, at the Egerton street cross
ing of the company at 6.30 tonight. The 
boys were In a sleigh and the horse 
was Instantly killed and the vehicle 
demolished.

of the Conference

as the

II XMAS LEAÏE, 111 
EES WILL IE RELAXED

About 200 availed themselves of J^e 
leave granted, and a large propqejoa 
of these attended the parade seFIce 
to Hammersm'th Synagogue on Sun
day.

London, Dec. 14—Keen disappoint
ment is being expressed by tpembers 
of the Canadian contingent whose 
homes are in Britain at the fact that 
Christmas leave Is being refused. It 
Is understood, however, that at the 
command of the King, every relaxa
tion Is to be allowed in the camps at 
Christmas.

All possible facilities were given to 
the Hebrew members of the Canadian 
contingent this week end to attend 
the special services in connection with 
their religious feast of Hanukah.
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French Official Report, However, Shows Al 

lies Have Made Progress Along Yser Canal 

Despite Stubborn Resistance from Enemy 
Struggle for Supremacy Continues in Poland, 

with Decisive Result Apparently Long Dis- 

ance Away.

POLAND HAS FAILED
Reached High Water Mark on Saturday — Failed to Break 

Russian Wall and Further Inroad Ended for Present at 

Least.

Washington Officials Seem to 

be of Opinion Col. Goethels 

Has Ample Powers to En

force Neutrality in Panama 
Zone,

NEXT DECISIVE STEP ON VISTULA PLAINS, BERLIN SAYS

Berlin (via The Hague to London. Dec. 14)—Despatches from the 
southwestern war zone report that a violent artillery duel was in pro
gress Sunday.in Upper Alsace, rising apparently from an attempt by 
the French to advance In the direction of Altkirch.

The firing lasted from eleven o’clock In the morning until late In 
the afternoon. The result of the fighting has not been reported.

The correspondent of the Zeltung Am Mittag with the Austrian 
general headquarters telegraphs that the battle In Poland, following 
the capture of Lodz, now Is waging along a stationary front In that re
gion. In West Galicia, the correspondent says, there have, been tangi
ble results to the Auetro-Germsn offensive, their success being ehown 
in the withdrawal of Russian columns from the Carpathians to serve as 
reinforcements where they are most needed. The correspondent adds 
that the indication is that the next decisive step is due to take place In 
the Vistula plains.

Progress along the Ypres Canal 
is noted in the latest French of
ficial war bulletin, although the 
weather conditions are unfavor
able to any extensive movement 
by the opposing forces on the 
battlefront in Belgium and France.

The Germans have replied to 
the attacks of the Allies, and vi
olent fighting is reported during 
the past twenty-four hours.

An interesting feature of the 
French official communication Is 
the statement that the railway 
station of Commercy, In the De- 

of Meuse, has been bom-

next move of the Russian staff, 
which a few days age Intimated 
that the Russian armies were 
ready to retire to more favorably 
peeitlone behind Warsaw.

“Now that the Russian army 
has splendidly responded to the 
situation, this will not be neces
sary, and the next move will be a 
manoevure to the German flank.”

London, Dec. 15 (3.19 a.m.)—A 
Petrograd despatch to the Times
•aye:

“The German Invasion reached 
Ita high water mark last Satur
day. Having failed to undermine 
and overthrow the Russian wall, 
the Invasion has now ceased to 
present a further Inroad In Poland, 
and Interest le stimulated In the

Washington, Dec. 14.—Col. Goethels'
reiterated request for destroyers for 
use ini enforcing neutrality laws In the 
Panama Canal zone, was the subject 
of conferences today between Secre
tary of War Garrison, Counsellor 
Lansing, of the State Department, and 
Roar Admiral Flske, chief of the navy's 
bureau of operations. No decision 
resulted, and it was indicated tonight 
Chat, because of the delecacy of the 
question involved and the scant Infor- 

Col. Goethals, it

UNIONISTS WERE 
FOR STANDING 

BY FRANC

m IN THE 
OVERALLS IS

sweeping all before them, as the 
Austrians admit defeat at the 
hands of the Servians to the soi4fc| 
east of Valjevo, where they were 
compelled to make an extended 
retirement.

On the other hand, Vienna an
nounces the gain of considerable 
ground in a northern direction In 
Western Galicia, where the Aus
trians have re-taken the town of 
Dukla. Austrian forces advancing 
through the Carpathians have cap
tured nine thousand prisoners, and 
a number of machine guns.

The great armies of Germany 
and Russia are still contending, 
with all their strength. In Poland 
for supremacy, but It Is 
pected that any one engagement 
or aeries of engagements will give 
a decisive result, either for the 
one side or the other.

A Berlin wireless deeaptch says 
the Austrian newspapers declare 
that when peace negotiations be
gin the United States will have a 
right to act as intermediary.

matiou furnished by 
might be several days before any ac
tion was taken.

Secretary Garrison early tn the day 
received a cablegram from 
Goethals in reply to his request for 
details concerning the call for de
stroyers. This message was not made 
public, on account of its confidential 
nature, hut Mr. Garrison said in Col. 
Goethals judgment misuse of radio 
communication with ini canal waters 
and tthe necessity of preventing mis
use of the zone as a base of supply 
by belligerents, required the presence 
of swift-moving warships.

Before any step is determined up
on, it is understood that officials of 
the administration will go deeply into 
the question of the powers and obli
gations of the government in controll
ing activities in the waters near the 
canal zone.

At present the officials appear to 
believe tihat the governor of the Pan
ama Caraal already has at his com
mand ample power to enforce the 
neutrality laws and all of the regual- 
tions for the use of the canal. The 
fortifications at the terminals are 
sufficiently advanced to give military 
command to all of the waters within 
the three mile limit, and beyond that 
point the United States 
can exercise no control, 
ample military force in barracks in 
the zone to maintain order and to deal 
with any vessel after it has passed 
through the entrance looks of the 
canal.

Regarding the alleged use of wire
less outfits by British colliers within 
the canal waters, the officials are try
ing to ascertain the extent to which 
this has been done. So far only one 
Instance is said to have occurred, and 
it Is suggested that a warning against 
the repetition of the offence will be 
sufficient, without invoking a display 
of force.

Col.

London, Dec. 14~-A letter sent by
A. Bonar Law and the Marquis of 
Lansdowne, Unionist leaders in the 
House of Commons and the House of 
Lords, respectively, to Prime Minis
ter Asquith on Sunday, August 2, 
when the decision of the government 
whether to participate In the war or 
not was doubtful, was read by Mr. 
Bonar Law afr* meeting of the Union
ist chairman and agents, today. The 
letter was as follow»:

“Lord Lansdowne and I feel It our 
duty to Inform you that in our opinion, 
as well as in that of all our colleagues, 
whom we have been able to consult, 
that It would be fatal to the honor and 
the security of the United Kingdom 
to hesitate in supporting France and 
Russia at the present juncture, and 
we offer our unhesitating support to 
the government in any measures they 
may consider necessary for that ob
ject.”

Thanks of Admiralty Expressed 
to Workmen in Yards Where 

Britain's Battleships ane 

Built,

partment 
bunded by the German batteries 
from a great distance. Commer
cy lies about seven miles to the 
south of St. Mihiel.

A Reuter despatch from 
says that the Servians, after a 
fierce battle, have re-occupied 
Belgrade. The Servian capital was 
taken by the Austrians on Decem
ber 2, after a siege of several 
months. If this report proves true 

Servians

Nish

Newcastle, Eng., (Via London, Dec. 
14.)—“The men in overalls, just as 
much as these who go forth to fight 
for their country- In Khaki or blue, 
stand between this land and a group 
of savage, relentless 
tarists,” said the Right Hon. Thomas 
James MacNamara, financial secretary 
to the Admiralty, in addressing to
night the first of a series of meetings 
at which he has been delegated to ex
press the thanks of the Admiralty to 
the shipyard and engineering works 
employes engaged on government con
tracts.

“Without

are apparentlythe and ruthless mill-

of 11,000 prisoners and forty-three 
machine guns, previously report
ed, occurred In the region of Lodz 
or Lowicz, or north of the Vistula 
by the army which last week took 
Przasnysz, the Austrian state
ment renders it practically certain 
that it was nqrth of Lowicz, where 
successful attacks continued upon 
the strongly fortified Russians po
sition.

“Austria further reports the de
feat of the Russian southern wing 
on Saturday at Limanova and the 
advance of 
the Carpathian passes.

‘‘Special correspondents 
the Austrian armies attribute the 
rapid withdrawal of the Russians 
from the Carpathians to the in
creasing pressure.”

OFFICIAL WAD REPORTS
After reading the contents of the 

letter, Mr. Bonar Law, in a speech, 
said:

“Before the war, party passions 
were Inflamed to such an extent that 
I saw no possible outlet which would 
not be disastrous to the country. In 
a moment the whole situation was 
changed.

“In our country there is no single 
Instance since parliamentary govern
ment was Introduced where the gov
ernment engaged In conducting a war 
has not been hampered and harassed 
by the action of the opposition. That 
was true in the wars of Marlborough; 
it was still more emphatically true in 
the struggle against Napoleon, and it

this

vernment 
ere Is an

go
ThFRANCE

h' Mr. MacNa*ris, Dec. 14.—The French 
al statement given out in mara added, “the va!or‘of Uie soldiers 

would avail nothing. "
By their patriotic response to the 

heavy and continuous strain imposed 
upon them since the war, Mr. MacNa
mara declared the workmen had as
sisted materially in increasing the 
strength and the readiness of the fleet. 
He exhorted them to continue their 
efforts in the assurance that in so do
ing they were best serving their coun-

Pa
officia
Paris this afternoon reports com
parative quiet in Flanders, and 
artillery exchanges of relatively 
minor importance elsewhere. In 
the Meuse, German batteries are 
said to be moving to the north. In 
the Woevre district the French 
captured a trench and repulsed 
two counter attacks.

The advance of the French line 
into Alsace has broug 
point north of Altkirch, 
ten miles to the east

tion follows:
Tonight’s official communica

tion issued by the War Office, 
says:

“In Belgium several attacks by 
the French troops have resulted in 
progress along the Ypres Canal 
and to the west of Hollebeke. Sev- 
eral violent counter attacks have 
all been rep

“The railway station of Com
mercy (Department of Meuse) 

bombarded yesterday by bat
teries firing from a very great dis
tance, but insignificant damage

Austrian forces over

with

ht it to a 
„ and about 
of the fron- 

The text of the communica-

try.
true in the last war In which 
country was engaged.

“I think it is quite possible that we 
have made the mistake, not of criti
cizing the government too much, but 
of criticizing it too little; but if a 
mistake had to 
it were made in that direction."

Mr. Bonar Law said that after four 
months, since the beginning of the 
war, he could look forward to the fu
ture with hope and complete confi
dence.

“Germany," he said, "has failed. 
They have not crushed France. They 
cannot crush France, and already the 
Russian armies are on their frontiers. 
We have a terrible struggle in front 
of us, but the final result is not in 
doubt. The greatest honor which can 
come upon us as a party will be that 
when the war Is over we can truth
fully say that we ‘nothing common 
did, or mean, upofi that memorable 
scene.' ”

WILL ELF MEMBERS 
IF THEIR PUFFS»
II STRICKEN BELGIUM

AUSTRIA
Amsterdam, via London, Dec. 

14 (10.55 p.m.)—Vienna made the 
following official announcement 
this afternoon, according to a des
patch received here today:

“The pursuit of the Russians In 
Western Galicia continues. As a 
result of encounters of a more or 
less serious nature we have won 
ground In a northern direction. 
Dukla (in Galicia) is again In our 
possession. Our columns, advanc
ing through the Carpathians, cap
tured on Saturday nine thousand 
prisoners and ten machine guns.

“The situation in- front of Rej- 
brot, to the east of Cracow, and in 
Southern Poland is unchanged. 
North of Lowicz our allies are 
pressing against the lower part 
of the Bzura river.

be made, I prefer that

IT ALBERT
ulsed by our troops.

Timothy O'Connor of Harvey 

Bank Victim of Tragedy on 

Sunday.

Doctors and Druggists in the 
United States to Organize 

Belgian Relief Movement,was done.
"In Alsace an offensive move

ment, resumed by the enemy to the 
northwest of Cernay, has been re
pulsed.

“On the rest of the front there 
Is nothing to report."

New York, Dec. 14—A movement 
was completed today for the organiza
tion of physicians, surgeons and phar
macists of the United States for the 
purpose of relieving the five thousand 
people of the same profession in Bel
gium. This was announced tongiht at 
the local offices of the American com
mission for relief in Belgium. These 
united doctors and pharmacists will 
act nationally, raise cash donations 
and convert this cash into boxes filled 
with food, clothing and medicines 
which will be adapted to the needs 

The organization

Special to The Standard
Albert, Dec. 14—The body of Tim

othy J. O’Connor was found drowned 
near McLellan’s Wharf at Riverside 
this morning. Shortly after the arri
val of the steamer Harbinger from 
St. John the mate noticed a body 
floating in the water near the stern 
of the steamer. Upon investigation it 
was found to be the body of Mr. O'
Connor or Harvey Corner. It Is sup
posed that the back wash from the 
steamer brought the body to the sur
face.

The deceased attended mass at Riv
erside yesterday with his family and 
had dinner with his nephew, Irvine 
O'Connor, near the church. He re
mained during the afternoon, and 
shortly before six o’clock started for 
home. It was presumed that instead 
of taking the usual road he started 
walking the trestle. It Is not known 
whether he fell off the wharf or the 
trestle along the river.

Deceased was a Justice of the Peace 
for Albert and Commissioner for AN 
ma and one o( the most popular of
ficials In Albert county, a good friend 
and neighbor. He was a son of the 
late Roderick O’Connor of New Ire
land. He leaves a widow end two 
sons to mourn their sad loss. The 
date of the funeral will be announced 
later.

ANOTHER WAR 
PRIZE TAKEN

RUSSIA FRENCH LINERPetrograd, Dec. 14—The general 
staff of the Russian army has 
given out the following communi
cation under date of Sunday, De
cember 13:

“There has been no engagement 
of importance on any of the fronts. 
In the region of Miawa we con
tinue to force back the German 
troope, who are in retreat.

"On the left wing of the river 
Vistula there has been no change.

“In the region of Mount Duekla, 
Austrian
down the northern slope of the 
Carpathians."

Tokla, Dec. 16.—It Is reported here 
that the Germap armed merchantman 
Oxford has been captured by the Bri
tish In the Indian Ocean, and that the 
German converted cruiser Cormorant 
has entered the harbor of Guam, In 
the Ladrons Archipelago.

of the Belgians, 
was inspired by the formation of a 
similar body among the noted sur
geons of England.

Dr. Frank F. Simpson of Pittsburg 
is treasurer of

WORD OF HER
this new organisation.

columns are coming
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BANK OF VANCOUVER 
STOPS PAYMENT

The Floridi Sailed Nov, 22 
from Havre for New York 

and Hasn't Been Heard from 
Since. •

GERMANY
14.—The official 

press bureau gives out the follow-

“The week-end finds no chsnge 
of importance recorded 
west, and In the east only the eva
cuation of Lodz by the Russians, 
although there Is reason to be- 
beHeve that the German attack 
has been gaining ground.

“Southward of Cracow the Aus
trians are still repulsing all at
tacks, and further to, the south 
have succeeded In clearing a num- 
i*er of the Carpathian » passes of 
the enemy.

“The position of the German 
allies in Poland is generally con- 
sidered favorable, an especially 
favorable point being the fact that 
the Russians appear to have as- * 
su mad the defensive everywhere, 
without the power or energy to as-

Berlin, Deti.

ing:
Vancouver, B. C„ Dec. 14.—An

nouncement was made at a late hour 
tonight by the derlctors of the Bank 
of Vancouver that they had been oblig
ed to suspend payment.

The directors are confident that the 
depositors will be paid in full, as the 
assets are ample.

in the
New York, Dec. 14.—The French 

Line steamer Florida, six days over
due on her trip from Havre for New 
York, has not been heard of since she 
sailed on November 22, according to 
a cable message received by the line 
today from its agents In France. Each 
day adds to the apprehension felt for 
the vessel’s safety.

The Florida, a vessel of 4,328 tons, 
has aboard twenty-four cabin passen
gers and fifteen In the steerage. Heavy 
northwest gales have swept the At
lantic recently and the line believes 
that the stormy weather has delayed

Chicago, Dec. 14.—Joseph Loiter 
need not pay $380,933 In notes given 
the Interior and Monarch Belevator 
Cbmpany to pay for grain during let
ter's attempt to corner the wheat mar
ket in 1898, according to a verdict 
tonight of the jury which héhrd the 
elevator company’s suit to recover. 
Letter’s sole defence was that the late 
Frank H. Peavey and the late C. A. 
Pillabury, both of Minneapolis, repre
senting the company had agreed to 
keep this alleged agreement prevented 
Letter from effecting the comer and 
caused him a loss of about twelve mil
lion dollars, according to the testi
mony. _____

COMMANDED OF BRITISH 
FORCES II I. CDMA 
DECORATES II MIKADO

Tokio, Dec. 16—Brig. General Na
thaniel W. Barnardiston, -commander 

I of the British forces In North China, 
IN 18TH ROUND. |and who headed the British contin-

--------  gent operating against the German
New Orleans. Dec. 14.—The referee fortress at Tsing Tau, was tendered 

stopped the fight here tonight be- a state luncheon today. Emperor 
tween Franks Burns and “Chick” Yoshihito decorated Gen. Barnardiston 
Hayes in the thirteenth round, and de- and also congratulated him for the 
dared Burns the winner work of his troops before Tsing Tau.

The fight was scheduled for twenty (kn. Barnardiston will sail for Ban 
rounds, and wa* announced from the Francisco December 19 in company

with the Japanese Red Oroas, who are

BURNS GIVEN DECISION
an aggressive advance In

any eection. 
"There JOHNNY EVERS IS IMPROVING.

New York, Dec. 14.—The condition 
of Captain Johnny. Evers, of the Boe- 
ton Braves, who is suffering from 
pneumonia, ie steadily improving. 
This was announced tonight, at the 
local hotel where Evers has been ill 
for a week, at one time being in a 
critical state.

have been no develop- 
far as advices disclose, 

th* Servian operations.
“The German and Austrian but- 
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