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they were not new. - Jeremiah hac
of the “Lord our g\\leomas" “Isaiah ha fdlin
trate before the vision of the all-holy. Out of a full ass
* apee of faith Micha had asked, “Who 'i§'a God like unto_
Thee; that pardonetl iniquity, and ' passeth by the trans-
gression of the remnant of his heritage ? He retaineth not
his anger forever, because hednlxghteth in mercy. He will
turnagain and have compassion upon us; he will tread our
iniquities under foot: and thou wilt cast all.their sins into
the depths of the sea.” ‘Psalmists and propheu had joined
in the declaration that God blats out. sin, that be. dwells
with the spirit (hat is contrite, and is teady 'to respond to
the soul that cries “Create within me a clean heart,”
But “ideas,” says George Eliot, “are poor ghosts until
' they have been embodied jn persons.”” Tt is pérsonality
thiat counts = Christ revives and recreates religion by being
himself thi» first Christian, the Author and [ m'shex of the
faith. He casts a spell over a few fishermen in the north—
Andrew and Pefer, James and John—and they respond
* te his fascination, feel his power, breathe his spirit,” absorb
with difficulty his ideas, and at last aré caught up and en-
thused with the new religion he has given them, aod go
forth as messengers of a revived religion to the ends of the
earth, 5
A manulacturer wanted to getat the secrets of the pro-

+ duction of hooey, How did the bee do it? Could he not

do it without the bee? He would try. He gathered the
 blossoms off a whole acre and reduced them to liquer, and
found that instead of honey, he had simply got a vat of
sweetened water. . The bee, workiog in a similar acre  of
flowers produced honey.  The manufacturer could not do
the work of the bee. You cannot revive religion with a
machine, a committee, a printiny press, a big hall, a crowd.
~You must have your bee. It is Christ, himseli, his charm,
his devotion to his Father, his self.sacrifice, that we see

filling this marvellous chaptet in the history of the revival

of religion,
But again, here is the law. When we look at the great

awakening of the thirteenth century we see “the age of

chivalry in religion,” the figure of St. Francis, and his de-
otion to the poor, St Dominic and” his preaching or re-
pentance, of Bonaventura and Thomas Aquinas  Sabatier,
speaking of the time of the Reformation has this passage :
“Inflammable matter was everywhere scattered or concen-
trated, in the convents, the country parishes, the universi-
ties, in the closets of the lemrned, the courfs of fthe kidgs,
the castles of the nobles, the corpors tiows of burghers and
of artisans. Tt osed only thet » Jew tireng individuslities,
coscentrating in Remsa'ves the spirit and needs of the
o, shou'd aciee aud lift up thoir  voiees and  jnstantly
from worth to south, & thousand incendiscy centers wonld
burst into Bame, and the long suppressed five would over-
rul every provinoe snd soweap all society (e it blase
There ié 5o other way foexplain the sudden and prodig-
lois infiuencs of Luther in Germany, of Zwingh in Swit
seciand, of Varel nod Calvio in the taads of the Freach
tongue. By the responss which thelr veices swakened we
miy  judge of the impatience with which they bhad been
awaited.” 1t s the usivemal principle. . Are we prayiog
“Wilt Tou not revive us again I Yes, saye God, when
you are willing to be utterly given over to me, entirely
dedicated, » liviog flame, in my service

- Yes; we must go farther inward still, Look at' the
record, and you sre that what is at’ the bottom of this re-
vival of religionis the

DEATH OF CHUIST ON THE CROSS.

His teaching had done litle; i' had stirred hatred, op-
position, scorn, persecution and rejection. His gracious
and winsome personality had achieved more than-his teach-
ing, still not much Lazarus and his sisters had left itand
responded to it like flow.rs to the sun. There was a small
group of disciples who admired and even adoredl, though
they did not wholly understand him, and it:seéms that if

his ministry had ended in the ordinary ‘way, his name

would have been as undistinguishied as that of Hillel or:
Shammai. The revival breaks out afier Jesusis dead”
‘There is some stif in* Jewish “life Jprior to his  erucifixion;
his miracles startle. His preaching attracts aod repels, but
religion does not ascend to its new ‘path till: his death,
Pentecost follows Calvary. 2
.. What does that mean ? You have the answer in . the
.- Apocslypse.’ There is in the Seer’s heaven a  book which
nobody can open. It issealed. *Will nobody come,” cries:
the apostie, “snd break the deals and read the message of
the ook 1™ Obly ove is worthy, Ttis the Lamib in the
midst of the throne, the anb slain, the Christ who suffer-
+ ed fox human redemption, who is ap ble of taking this
mystery of God and wblnh( it to men “He was
wonnded for our transgressions, he entered into human-

Mm with men, bore

ity 100k the woes and curses ﬂm:ﬂm upon him-

' mhng th sundered mass of sinful :
Jifting it outof its desp 18, andﬁﬂA

ht,

Yes, iy brethren, that is where the ¢hurch fmh
"IT REFUSES THE ciou e

' We bave it in the-pulpit and xhe manuscript, Itisin

1 and ‘our ts; but itis not il ous

lives. We preach “the cross,” we talk of the “blood,"” but

. we choose the easier places in life, seeking the primtose path

“of dslliance aod we will not take the sorrows and plagues
of mén upon our own hearts,  We are ag the world; we do
not share the shame, the sacrifice, the toil, the loss, the

~death of Jesus. We are cowards, afraid to offead. Ttis
oot enpugh for a disciple to be his Master; we seek to e dif--

ferent. 'We 'must avoid his fate at ali costs,. We dare not
like the Founder-of Christianity, run the risk of being cast

out of the very charch whose religion he revives, ‘put 1o -
death at the instigation of 1t priests avd through the action 3
ol its political tools, and pass awny without the slightest

sign of a moral resurrection, . No, no, we will.not ‘bear the
cross, and so we sigh in vain for a revival of religion,
George Fox endured a grega fight of affiictions Jonathan
Edwards bore an indescribably dreary banishment  for his
fidelity. Wesley was hissed. hooted, despised,- persecuted,
forsaken, thrust out.of the: church of his ycuth.  James
Morrison was condemued . by “the Presbytery for h&rsy.
ejected from the United Secession Church, and excluded

from ministerial communion. . Yes | - Were we only ready

to enter into feliowship with the sufferings  of Chmist, ‘we
should soon enter the graciohs influences of a revived
religion. -—Bnptm Times,.
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God is ﬂere, G'od is Near.

BY JOHN T, WILDS,
Tt is ‘the first Sunday evening in Jerusalem. It has been
a day of strapge anxiety, of fear and of hope. Thedis-
ciples bad heard that their Lord had risen, but they had
not séen him. The chosén Mary of Magdala, she had Toved
so much, had seen h'm, "I have seen the Lord,” was her

glad cry in the varly morning when she found the diseiples.

But Christ had not come to them, and  the evening was
drawing oo fast, -Already the shaddw of Calvary’s crosses
was lengthening like a great arm of night aver the city,
while the, Cross stood out in the midst of the other two, a
rensinder of that day of dsrkness darker than any mid.
night

Strange thing+ Had bappened in the city sl this dny
Out from their graves had risen the bodies of the saints
who hind [2lien ssleep, and they edfered the holy city and
appeared nato many, ' The saints long ago departed have
come heck and the Nazaeoe is risen from the grave!
such was the strange news mudfhﬂn that day theough-
out Jerosalem.  Theek sever was b day like that first Sun-
day  Oh, the sirange cumorns. of_the stranger truthsthat
filled the air of the holy city | They must have made
hearts in jerusalem to beat iy, and d belief
to execoise its strongest power  Speedily the'story of the
stone rolled away, and of the empty tomnb, and of the qoak-

ini of theearth in the early moroing light enlarged through

much telling, uatil things stranger still were narrated, and
all the city was sticred, far move than'it was that other
Sabbath when “Hosanna ja the highest!” was sung by the
children in the temple.

1 wonder not that the dtsup!ss went off by themselves .

and fast closed the door. = All ate togethar on this first
evening—minds and hearts throbbing between fear and
hope, belief and doubt, uncertain and yet dreading to ques-
tion the words of Mary. Alarmed they were, because they
found themselves as Hieep in midst of ‘wolves and their
shepherd had gotie, " John and Peter ply Mary with such’

guestions &s : . *How did he look?" “Are you sure that . =

it was not the gardener 7'’ “What else did bs say, and are

" you sure that it was his voice 7" “Did you see his hands

and feet, anid were they’ ﬁetcbd-—cmd were the wounds
8 “filled t first Sunday with such unheard

in their midst and seid, “Peiace be unto you [*!
And. mbhmndmwtodo thltmy thing

stood in the miidst bﬁenwhenyouhunhmua,
when WMW’MM loved one gone, your. staft

gne,

lhj it mth hoﬂin& ﬁu,ng it with holy zeal for God and

‘bealed?” - We do not know what they felt- or what they |
ofluppuiln ﬂwnudnof it all Jesus came dnd stood

#

God. is .\m”nmhcummhﬂ
néar to mo than 1 am to mysell auhmm
there where the stars shine, and bere whers the

and here w
holy, sad
will,
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What then do we .wean tliln we uy. “Whes
comes ?"  The Master is near when we find him, when '
turn aside avd see him, as Moses turned aside ‘to see
burning bush and hdard the voice of the Lord telling

his name.  Jesus comes to me when Ishut to the door of

lfs[

2

“him within the mother's vision, He who is in the sun’s

brightness and the flower's fragrance and the child’s smile
and thie mother's kiss, is also in your -ni~ht. of woe and
trial, and sorrow and loss. - He comes to you in your a filic-
tion and trouble.. These are, as it were,his voices calling
to you, sayiog, “lam here!” These'are, as it were, ‘his
kaock within, at your heart't door uying, ‘Open m me,
beloved, atid come in where [ am "

You will not see God anywhere antil you first see l\i- in
your heart. Wlien you see him therein you will behold him
everywhere and in everything. ~Look in! - Yoursoul bas s
soul, - The soul of your soul is God. Look in { Let your
minee(}odm this moment's peace und. blessing. Kaow

* Yim in-the ety of your soul fter him, (this - very modest.

Realize him in the going forth of your ‘love unto hisa. Shit

_to thy doer here and dow. Be alone with God within yous

heart.

“Be still} Mmhuﬂl!
There comes - Presence vnnﬂlud-um
White are the sandals on his noiseless feet;
It is the Comiorter whom Jesus sent
To teach thee what the words he uttered meanto-
;l"b'.i‘wimn. waiting he doth 8}, g

hou wouldst hear his messages,
soul, be still 1"

To bear about withia me God—the God who is all fovey
all power, all grace—~to know that [ am io him-who is in
m,unotmcthw(llaw,hﬂhthph'ﬁeh
my faith is weil anchored, and that which is the
every day experience of my life. It is as I realise
rchuutham]auw-um:badmhu ddu

- =~TheNew Yo:koh-'nr




