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are done. One effect of the laiv has been to: render the liquor trade dis-
reputable, and no person who knew Maine as it was before the Maine
Law, and has been acquainted with it down to the present timey can .doubt
that/the effect of the law has been most marked and: salutary.. Poverty,
pauperism, and crime, have been greatl ‘diminished by it; because. vastly
less money has been wasted in strong drink. » :

Tn some plices and at some times the, execution of the law has been
fitful and capricious, yet, with these exceptions, the law has been as well
enfdrced as our other criminal laws generally are.

SIDNEY PERHAM, Governor.

JOHN R. PULSIFER, 8. C. HATCH,
GEORGE WEEKS, M. U. B. CHASE,
E. G. HARLOW, FRED. N. DOW,

Executive Oouhcil.

Portland, Aug. 10, 1872,

Dear Mr. Frye.—1 wish to send to the. London ZTimes a short article
on the effect of the Maine Law upon the liquor traffic in this State, a
‘matter very imperfectly understdod lin Englarid. ,

Everywhererin: that'country I 'should’ be’ régarded ds ' an-iitérested wit-
ness, any statements of mine, therefore, might be received” with' caution'.
Will it be too mueh trouble for you to send niea certificdte, and, in addi-
tion ito your own-name; to procutie those' of ‘out'senators ahd other reptre-
sentatives in Congress) and very much oblige,

Youts €ruly,
' NEAL DOW.
Hon. W, P. Frye, M. C., Lewiston, Maine.

oy August 16.
To General Neal Dow.

We have receivéd your note requesting us to send you, in few words,
our- impression as to the effect of the Maine-Law upon, the- liquor traffic
in this state, the certificate to be sent to England for publication there.

At the time-of:: the enactivent of - that law, in 1851} the traffic existed
openly and everywhereiin Maine; as it now ddes i’ thiose | statés where it
is nobproliibited - Theiimmediate! efféet of' the ‘statuté"was'to otitlaw’ the
trade, declaring it to be inconsistent with the general welfare, and'téducing
it itd (very simall-proportions. i ook, 1S 1T _

Tn many«parts of ithe | State it is now'néarly ‘ot quite' tiknown. Theére
are largesdistricts of country where liquor''shiops are abSolutely thkhowi ;
and, everywhere; within our borders| where'| the: trade’exists 'at all, it is
carried on secretly and in a very small way. o

Thé favourableéffeets of thid change are'great arid’ everyWhére appa-
rent to the: ‘most casual 'observer who thas | atiy knowledge - of the State
priobito the year- 1861 « Weido: ot bélieve ‘that the péopte of "Mhine,
for any consideration, would (again sauetioti hié “policy of ‘licence. o
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