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DIRECT LEGISLATION
‘What is called direct legislation is now
s very live question throughout the
western provinces of Canada. Canadian
Finance gives a very interesting ac-
count of the movement, as well as a
statement of reasons for the introduc-

tion of the initiative and the referendum.
The article is writen by Mr. Robert L.
Scott, treasurer of the Manitoba Direct
Legislation League, =who claims that
these reforms are essential to good gov-
ernment and would materially correct
such evils as now exist. He also quotes
the follow'mg' sentences from Mr. F. J.
Dixon, organizer for Manitoba of the
Direct Legislation League. :
~ “It and it only can and will destroy
the private monopoly of legislative pow-
er, and establish public ownership, of the
government. It will purify our public
life. It will destroy the power of the
lobby. It will remove the motive for
bribery and corruption. It will diminish
partisanship, and elefate public ques-
tions above mere party consideration.
It will have a profound educational ef-
fect upon the people, intellectually and
‘ morally. It is a.great non-partisan re-
form that makes for the social and mor-
al uplift of the whole people. "1t is the
open gateway to all other reforms. It is
practical. It is being successfully used
in other countries, and what others can
do we can do. It is necessary to good
government. It is essential to true self
government. It will disentangle issues
and separate the men from the meas-
ures. Thé fundamental principles of re-
. liglon and ethics, the law of love, the
Golden Rule and the brotherhood of
man necessitate the referendum. Love
and brotherhood deny me the right and

~ banish the wish to assume more power

than my fellows, or deprive them of
equal participation in the development
resulting from decision and responsibil-
ity. We would not abolish the represen-
tative system of government, but we
would implement it by means of direct
legislation, in order that we” may cor-
rect the political evils which now ex-
Ist.” :

For the information of those who have
not studied the question we may quote
also Mr. Scott’s definition: of the initi-
ative and the referendum.

“The initiative is the right of a cer-
tain number of the duly qualified voters
—eight per cent in nearly all of the
states where it is in operation—to pro-
pose a law by means of petition, This
proposed law and petition is sent to the
legislature and may be enacted accord-
ing to the ordinary course of procedure.
1f the members of the legislature do not
see fit to do this it is obligatory upon
them to submit it to the people to be
voted upon not later than the next gen-
eral election. If it is passed by a ma-
jority vote of the people it becomes
law upon being sigmed by the governor
of the state.

“The referendum is the right of a cer-
tain number of the duly qualified voters
—five per cent. in nearly all of the states
where it is in operation—to demand of
the legislature the submission to the peo-
ple, for final approval or rejection, any
law or laws which the legislature may
pass. This makes the people the final
arbiters of the laws to which they shall
submit, and under which the country
shall be governed and its public institu-
tions maintained and regulated: This re-
lerendum also provides for the wolun-
tary submission to the people by the
legislature of proposed laws which mey
originate with the legislature but for
which its members may be unwilling to
essume responsibility.”

Mr. Scott points out that the Swiss
were the first people to apply direct leg-
islation, nearly half a century ago, and
that Switzerland has long been recog-
nized as one of the best governed demeo-
cracies in the world. Direct legislation,
he further points out, is now part of the
governmental machinery of seventeen
American states, and is a live issue in
half the remaining states in the north
and west. The Grain Growers’ Associa-~
tion of Canada has endorsed the prin-
ciple, and there is a Direct Legislation
League in Saskatchewan as well as in
Manitoba. Both parties in Alberta and
Saskatchewan have endorsed the prin-
ciple, as has the Liberal party in Mani-
toba; while a committee will report on
the question at the next convention of
the Liberal party of British Columbia.
The legislatures of both Alberta and
Saskatchewan have enacted partial meas-
ures, but these are regarded as merely
preliminary to the full adoption of the
principle throughout the west.

Whether Charles Becker, the police
lieutenant, was guilty of the crime for
which he was condemned, or whether
his conviction was the result of what is
called a “frame‘-up," the whdle_affair is
a serious reflection upon the courts of

New York.
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Less than two-thirds of the women of
1llinois who have been given the ballot
went to the polls on Tuesday. A weapon
has been placed in their handsy but evi-
dently many of them have yet to real-
ize its value and the need for its use.
A different story will no doubt be told a
few years hence. Inquiry would prob-

’

ably show that a great many men also
neglected to go to the polls on Tuesday.
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There will be plenty of time for Mr.
Hazen and Mr. Fowler to come down
and attend those suburban indignation
meetings. Will they come?
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The month of February is making a
fecord for severe winter weather. The
lumbermen of the province have not had
such a favorable winter for their opera-
tions in many years.
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The provincial legislature was opened

today. No government ever had a finer
opportunity to carry out a progressive
policy than that led by Hon. Mr. Flem-~
ming. Whatever opposition it may have
must develop within its own ranks.
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The Borden government is hanging

upon the words of Dictator Gutelius. In

fear and trembling Mr. Borden and Mr. |

Hazen wait to learn what he will say to
the acting minister of railways when he
has letsure to accord that gentleman &
brief interview.
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There is a movement in the United
States looking toward national prohi-
bition. It should be accompanied by
another movement to change the mental
attitude of the people toward the drink
habit so that they will observe prohibi-
tion when they get it.
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There is to be a Georgian Bay Canal
commission. The Borden government is
0 incompetent to deal with matters of
importance that it continually resorts to
commissions of one kind and another.
That is one way of postponing action
and evading responsibility.
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That an aged woman under the in-
fluence of liquor should be féund in a
room without a_fire, and in danger of
being frozen to death, is a flash of en-
lightenment. regarding social conditions
which the citizens might fairly ponder
over when they have some leisure.
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By having several ports in Charlotte
county examined the Borden government
is able to raise the hope of-the people of
several communities, without ‘commit~
ting itself to #o anything for any of
.them. The preésent activity is prelinin-
ary to election promises at a later date.
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The British government naturally
wants all the information concerning the
‘death of Benton in Mexico. The United
States government wants some informa-
tion eoncerning the death of an Ameri-
can citigen. * General Villa may as well
give the information first as last,

2 ‘® ¢ © @ :

Premier Asquith plainly  told the
Unionists in parliament on Tuesday that
the government was neither begging for
a truce nor thinking of hoisting the
white flag 4n the matter of Home Rule.
Mr. Bonar Law thereupon predicted
civi] war. The Unionist leader would ap-
parently smash the British constitution
if that would help him to gain office.

® & & @

The steamship Kaduna was twenty-
eight days and a half upon the voyage
from Cardiff to St. John. We can well
believe that the weather was the worst
in the experience of the captain. It is
easier to imagine than describe the ex-
perience of those on board a steamship
battling day after day and week. after
week with wintry gales and mountainous
seas which momently threaten to engulf
her. ! 3

® & & O

When Mr. Borden was in opposition he
told the people of the west that as soon
as he got the opportunity he would
transfer the natural resources of Mani-
toba, Saskatchewan and Alberta to pro-
vincial control. After more than two
ycr}s in office, when challenged to keep
his pledge his only defense is to read
gsome extracts from Liberal speeches de-
livered some years ago. A great manyis
Mr. Borden. 3
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The Hon. Sydney Fisher has always
been recognized as a man of high char-
acter, who would not use his position in
public life for mercenary purposes. -A
man of ample means, he has served Can-
ada for Canada’s good and not to en-
rich himself. It was therefore a ‘cause
of universal surprise when Col. the Hon.
Sam Hughes chdrged that Mr. Fisher
had received a rake-off when the site for
the military training camp at Farnham
was purchased by the Laurier govern-
ment. Mr. Fisher's reply has been
prompt and decisive. He tells Col.
Hughes that if he will make outside of
parliament the statement which he made
under privilege of parliament an action
for criminal libel will be taken the next
day. It is now up to Col. Hughes.

MAY PAY BONUS
TO CANADIAN MOTHERS

Ottawa, Feb. 26—The House of Com-
mons committée on old age pensions, has
received from D. H. Ross, trade com-
missioner for Canada in Australia a re-
port upon the operation of a system
whereby the state bonuses maternity to
the extent of $25 for each child born.

Mr. Rofs thinks the subject should
be of interest to Canada, and it will be
considered by the committee. Since the
Australian act went into force fourteen
months ago, 149,229 mothers have drawn
a $25 bonps.

ONE DOSE RELEVES
A COLD-NO QUINE

“Pape’s Cold Compound” E.ndsi
Bad Colds or Grippe in a Few/
Hours )

Relief comes instantly. .
A dose taken every two hours until

{hree doses are taken will end grippe
misery and break up a severe cold either

in the head, chest, body or limba.

It promptly opens clogged-up nostrils
and air passages in the head, stops nasty |
discharge or nose running, relieves si}ck,‘
headache, dullness, feverishness, sore
throat, sneezing, soreness and stiffness. |

Don’t stay stuffed-up! Quit blowinﬁj
and snuffling! Ease your throbbing head !,
Nothing else in the world gives such |
prompt relief as “Pape’s Cold Com-

ound,” which costs only 25 cents at any |
drug storé. It acts without assistance, |
tastes nice, causes no inconvenience. Be;
sure you get the genuine. -
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Arthur Stringer, a well known Cana-
dian poet and novelist, who is observing;
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IMBLE AND UNIQUE'

SAFETY RAZOR

New Adjustable *‘ Model B"’

With Adjustable Guard, permitting a light; medium
or close shave as desired—not a scrape.

This new model Strops, Shaves, Cleans, without

detaching blade.

500 Shaves from 12 Auto-Strop Blades or 2 mills

per shave guaranteed.

Sets $5.

00 Up

Come in and Get An Auto-Strop on 30 Days’ Trial

Bulletin -

Our February
Reduction ~Sale

Ladies’ $4.50 and $5 Patent,
Cloth Top and Dull Top
Button Boots - $4.0@

T.M?AVITY & S

his fortieth birth- '}

day today, is one of |
the few pegple who,

A report was pub-
lished in the papers
stating that he had,
been = burned to
death following the|
explosion of an oil/
stove. It was un-}

true and he hastened to deny it and re-|

lieve the anxiety of his friends. Mr
Stringer has been most successful in the
literary field. He made his start as an
author when attending -the University
of Toronto and subsequently aeted as a

reporter on newspapers in:London, Mon- |\

treal and New York.
LIGHTER VEIN

, Making a Distineton _
Judge:—Marcella—Did I understand
you to say Mr. Shimmerpate is one of
our best known joke writers?”
Waverly—Not exactly. I said he i3 the
writer of some of our best known jokes.

Another Bluff

Washington Star— .
Theé ground the hgg treads the path:of
. fame
and wags his fierce prophetic head,
And takes the credit or the blame
For things he never did or sald.

Ominous Color Scheme

Washington Star:—*“What color are
Percival’s eyes?” asked Maude.

“Pm not sure,”’ replied Maymie,
“whether they are black ot blue. but Fa-
{’}:)et{ says he'll see to it that they are

1.1’
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Morning After the Night Before
Judge:—Smith—Well, I guess I am a
post impressionist, N ia
Jones—How do you figure that out?
'_Smlth—-My post impression of last
night’s party is a headache.

ZION CHURCH ACTIVITIES

\

“Missionary Sunday” was observed in
Zion. Methodist Church with g “sermon
and music appropriate in the morning
and exercises in the Sunday school in
the afternoon. The following programme

v;gs given in the school, the pastor pre-|,
8

ing in the absence of the superinten-
dent.

Singing by school, prayer and scrip-
tures by pastor.

Chorus by Mrs. Colpitt’s class.

Exercises, on Missions by four boys:
Ralph and Carl Olive, Edmund Camer-
on and Kenneth Daley. d

Address: “How the Missionary Mon-
ey Grew,” R. M. Lottimer.

Solo, Miss Gladys Carr.

Exercises by four girls, Doris John-
ston, Muriel Purdy, Thelma McBeath
and Kathleen Daley.

Solo: “Send the Freddie
Simpson.

Address and Missionary Recitation—
The Departing Missionary, W. Lawson

Chorus by Mrs. .Colpitts’ class.

Several choruses by the school were
given under the leadership of Mrs. Pen-
dleton at the organ. All these exercises
were very interestinng, well rendered
and greatly enjoyed by the school.

The missionary zeal of Zion Church
is further evidenced by the activities of
a mission band recently organized with
the following officers:—President, Miss
Ellen Pendleton; 1st vice-president, Nel-
lie Jones; 2nd vice-president, Freddie
Simpson; recording secretary, Miss F.
Gillen; coresponding secretary, Muriel
Purdy; treasurer, Ralph Olive; superin-
tendent mite boxes,. Mildred Wood.

In Memory of Whitelaw Reid.

London, Feb. 26—Hon. Mrs. John
Ward has acquired a site at Islington,:
London, on which to erect an institute
as 3 memorial to her father, Whitelaw
Reid.

Light.”,

|
i

Times Goming

Antagonistic public officials to the
contrary notwithstanding.

Believing this we have put in the
finest stock of DIAMOND‘S ever

shown in the city.

Our window display shows part
of our gem stock.

Our last buy gave us better value
than we have secured before in years

Kindly Allow Us To Talk Diamonds To

You When You Can Spare a Few Minutes.

Allan Gundry

19 King St.

Clothes

Baskets

Extra Quality - - - Strong in Construction

We have just received a large shipment of CLOTHES
BASKETS and are now offering great values in this line.

Willow ClothesBaskets (oval) 50c, 65¢c, 75¢ and 85c¢ ea.
Willow Clothes Barkets (square) $1.25, 1.50, 1.75 each.
Willow Clothes Hampers $1.75, 2.00, 2.50 each.

- SEE OUR

‘Now Is The Time To Order Your Stove

If YOU are moving May 1st., order your STOVE now
“before the rush and have arrangements made before you get too

‘busy yourself.

We ‘se_llv'the‘ FAWCETT luue of STOVES and

RANGES.  They are fuel
~ SATISFACTION.

R. H. IRWIN

savers and will give you every

>

SOLD BY

418 - 20 Haymarket Square
'Phone 1614

Are Receiving Orders for May 1st Delivery

)

WINDOW

“MASTER MASON"
An Excellent Tobacco

Cut from our original ‘‘American Navy’’

Equally good as & smoke or as a chew.
from the finest American leaf tobacco.

SOLD BY ALL DEALERS

Manufactured by

ROCK CITY TOBACCO CO., QUEBEC.

e

HOMESEEKERS
EXCURSIONS

ROUND . TRIP TICKETS

"(BECOND CLASS)

On Sale Every Wednesday
Maroch to October, inclusive
Rates From St, John. N. B.
Winnipeg - = $45.00
Regina - - = $4875
Saskatoon - - $50.50
Calgary - - - $57.00
Edmonton - - $57.00
And Other Points
Ticksts good for Two Moaths frem date of issus.

W. 8. HOWARD, D. P. A., €.P. R, ST. JCHN, N. B.

If YOU want a

- bargain in _
Preserved Peaches

come and see what

WE can offer
Jas. Colling

210 Union St.
opp. Opera House

5-8 X 3,. perfectly clear ‘

kiln dried

Birch and Maple Wainscot
$30 PER 1,000 FEET.

It is finished as smooth as
glass. This is the best bar-
gain in Tongue and Groove
‘Wainseot' ever offered here.

J. RODERICK ? SON

Britain Street

FIRE INSURANCE |

E. L. JARVIS

General Agent for aritime Provinoes
ts ' Wanted

TABLE LINENS FROM 27¢ yd. UP

Rofler and Dishi Towellings from 7c ‘yard up...English Longecloth, yard
wide, from 9c up...Victoria Lawns 40 in, wide, from 10c up...Indianhead,
Pique, Muslins, Nice Range of Prints at 10c yard,

A. B. WETMORE,

859 Garden Street

ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL
FIRST TO HINT AT RADIUM
AS A CURE FOR CANGER?

Washington, Feb. 26—A letter writ-
ten more than a decade ago by Dr. Alex-
ander Graham- Bell, inventor, and recent-
ly discovered , is causing his many
friends here to wonder whether he was
not the first man to suggest the im-
bedding of radium in bodily tissue as a
curative agent for deep-seated cancers.
The letter, dated July 21, 1908, and ad-
dressed to Dr. Z. T. Sowers, of Wash-
ington, was made public by -the Na-
tional Geographic Society today.

Speaking of the satisfactory results
radium was found to have on external
cancers and at the same time of the un-
satisfactory effect it had on deep-seated
cancers, Dr. Qeu in his letter said:

“It has occurred to me that one rea-
son for the unsatisfactory nature of these
latter experiments arises from the fact
that the ‘rays have been applied ex-
ternally, thus having to pass through
healthy tissues of various depths in or-
der to reach the cancerous matter. The
Crooks tube from which Roentgen rays
are emitted is of course too bulky to be
admitted into the middle of the mass
of cancer, but there is no reason why a
tiny fragment of radium sealed up in
a fine glass tube should not be inserted
into the very heart of the cancer thus
acting directly upon the diseased mater-
jal. Would it not be worth while mak-
ing experiments along this line?”

Dr. Sowers replied that he regarded
the suggestion as very valuable and
added: “If such experiments should be
made. T have no doubt they would prove
successful in many cases where we now
have failures.”

The letters were recently ealled to Dr.

Housewives Who Know
Will Tell You That

Butternut Bread

Is.the Best
Grocers Sell It

Bell’s attention, but he declined to
claim that his was the first suggestion.
He added, however, that should an in-
vestigation prove this to be true nothing
would please him more-

While they have not been able to find
exact data on the subject, physicians in
the office of the surgeon-general of the
war department are of the opinion that
Doctor Bell’s suggestion was the first of
its kind to be made.

GOT RI® OF
BRONCHITIS

The worst feature of bronchitis is the
tendency to return year after year un-

til the system is worn out and gives'
way to cansumption, or other ravaging,

disease.

Dr. Chase’s Syrup of Linseed and
Turpentine owes much of its great
popularity to the fact that it positively
cures bronchitis, and this is about as
severe a test as can be made of a
medicine of this kind.

Mr. H. Walker, Calmar, Alta,
writes: “I am pleased to, say that Dr.
Chase’s Syrup of Linseed and Tur-
pentine has done much_good to myself,
wife and children. My eldest girl, seven
years, had bronchitis, and the doctor
who attended her did net seem to do
much good. We got Dr. Chase’s Syrup
of Linseed and Turpentine for her, and
she soon got well. We always keep this
medicine 1 the house now ready. for
use, and find that it soon cures coughs
and colds.”

In fighting diseases of the throat and
lungs half the battle is in having Dr.
Chase’s Syrup of Linseed and Turpen-
tine at hand to be used promptly. This
is why many vpeople prefer to buy the
large family size bottle.

Ladies’ $4.00 Patent; Dull"
Top, Button Boots, Kidney
Heels - - - $3.50

Ladies’ $4.50 Tan Button or
Laced Boots - $3.50

Ladles’ $3.50 and $3.25 Tgn
Button and Laced Boots,

| ri 52.65

i :

Ladles’ $3,00 Patent, Cloth

Top, Button Boots, Low

and Cuban Heels, $2.65

Ladies’ $3 00 Dult Calf, But-
ton or Laced Boots, Low'
and Cuban Heels, $2.50

All new stock and com-
plete sizes. ’

If out of town use the
Parcel Post.
° Men's, Women's, Boys’,
Girls’, Children’s and Infants’;
Everything reduced.

This is the last week,
make it the biggest.

Francis & Vaughan

19 KING STREET °

EMBROIDERIES

Direct From Switzerland ~

Ed s and Insertions 5¢, 7¢, 9, 1Z
and 15¢c yard,

Corset Cover Embroidery 15¢ and 22
3926 inch Embridered Flouncing, speciz
e, )

ARNOLD'S DEPARTMENT STOR

. 83—85 Charlotte Strest

el
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(COAL ana WOOD

Directory of the leading fusl
Dealers in St. Joha

o B s
Now Landi
ow Landing
Chestnut, free burning; N’iit
Stove free burning; Egg, f1
burning. This is American Ha
Coal, which looks like Secote

burns like Scotch and is cheap
than Scotch.

‘We algo have plenty of Soot:
Jumbo for furnaces, and all kin
of soft coal

Telephone

3,3, GIBBON &G0, LT!

Main 2636

COAL.

QLD MINES SYDNEY <
especially adaped for gra!
SPRINGHILL ROUND
a splendid range co
RESERVE SCREENED
gives excellent results for
household purposes.
All sizes of BEST HARD COAL
ways in stock. 0

RP. & W.F. STARR, L*

49 SmytheSt. - - 226 Union

CASH DISCOUNTS
For ONE MONTH we will give a DIS-
COUNT of 25c a load on every cash
order for Hard 'Wood. We have choics
Hard Wood, Dry Kindling, Broad Covs
Coal and Scotch Hard Goal for sale

COSMAN & WHELPLEY
\ 236.240 Paradise Row ~ Phone Main 1227

~ACADIA PICTOU SOFT CO%.

AND A L SIZES

AMERICAN HARD CCAL
Geo. Dick, 46 Britain

Foot of Germainst Yhone 11

GRAND UNI®}
$eza, HOTEL

Central day an
Station NEW YORK.CITY upwar
Baggage to and from Station Free

Bend 5o stamp far N.Y. City Guide Book &M

Room’
8100




