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' In Response to Numerous Complaints Against MBI YRR ceipcons torvor in the Orthodos
: Rasputin’s Actions, the Holy Synod Ban- . . Wil e o R i} belonging to the upper classes, w
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ished Him to His Old Home in Siberia R ) SR N[l et matters, ana who had considered eligi
After the “Blessed Gregory” Had Refused | PV oalt 16 1 RN ] | T oo e o e 15 ik
to Obey the Decree Ordering Him to B | coneeivable subject had been allowed to
Seclude Himself in Some Convent. 9

| country, the former attachment to. Mother Church had waxed .
..... fainter and fainter, until this Church appeared in the eyes of

. This “Exile” Was Far From Being a Punish- . - \ e sy
g ment, for Once Back in Pokrowskoie, Ras- | |

putin Surrounded Himself With Twelve '’ -
“Sisters;” All of Whom Livéd in the House
With the Monk, His Wife and Their Chil-
dren—Many Times. the Wife Fought. for

Her Rights.

At the time this incident took place ;Rasputin was already
living in 8t. Petersburg, whither he had repaired on the invitation
of some of hs admirers and protectors, who had the opportunity to
listen to his preachings in Kieff and other Russian towns, Among

" them figured the Countess Sophy Ignatieff, a woman of high stand-
' ing, irreproachable reputation and great influence in some circles
] of the eapital, where her salon was considered the centre of the
: conservative orthodox party. Bishops and priests figured among

her daily visitors, and it was among her habitues that the most
important ecclesiastical appointments in the empire were discuased.

.. Often it was the candidates whom she honored with her protection

who were c¢hosen for a bishop’s place or for that of a superior to
~one of 'hose rich monasteries, the heads of which are quite per-
Sonages in the state,

The countess was already an old woman, widow of a man who
had been murdered during the revolution of 1905, and, moreover,
ineapable of being even suspected of any frailties of conduct. She
was the mother of a large family, and though by no means bxjlliant,
4 was yet clever in her way, with a slight propensity to intrigue. She
-f was extremely devout, with a strong tendency to exaltation where
' religious matters came into question, and was continually lament-

ing what she called the relaxation of modern society in those prac-

tices of strict church discipline which Russians belonging to the
“higher classes have lately taken to forgetting. She would not have
_missed attending any of the long church services, sometimes so

tiring in the Orthodox faith, which gre celebrated on Sundays and
many feast days, and/she strictly fasted at preseribed times, In-
deed, her whole existence was, as regards its daily routine, more

1at of a nun than of a woman of the world.. But for all that, she
ed to keep herself well informed as to all that was going on
und her, and politics was her-especial hobby.

S Soie g

Among those who frequented her house were Mr. Sabler, then
rocurator of the Holy Synod, together with his future suecessor,
r. Loukianoff ; a good sprinkling of ministers—she was distantly
related to Mr, Stolypine, a fact that had considerably added to her
importance during the latter’s lifetime—and a few influential
dames belonging to the immediate circle of friends of the imperial
family. All this constituted a coterie that had gradually assumed
perhaps more importance than it really deserved, but that brought
into St. Petersburg society an element with which it would not
have been wise to trifle and which it was impossible to overlook,
for anyone caring to concern himself or herself with the course
that public affairs were taking and assuming.

b llliodore and Rasp’utin. was also a whole series of lawsuits, into the details of which it is
» useless to enter here. At last the monk was unfrodked for rebel-

A few years before the time I am referring to, that is about lion te his superiors, by a decree i y
: ‘1908 or 1909, a _good deal of interest was excited, not only in St. compelled toptake I;ac};{ his sei?ﬂ;iuiilfxzo?f t%?algggio?f} nolt}e all)lg
Petersburg, but in the whole of Russia, by a monk called Illiodore, came fearful of further annoyance and managed to get ilold of a
who also preached a new gospel to those willing to listen. There false passport, with the help' of which he made his way to Nor- {85
was, however, about him none of the peculiarities which distin- way, where he is still residing, and where we shall find him pres- 4
guished Rasputin, and no one had ever found one word to say ently mixed up in a most extraordinary adventure with which “‘Though Rasputin’s wife tried to submit to his will
againat his morals. But he tried also to found a religion of his own Rasputin was concerned. But before all ‘this had occurred there respecting his relations with the twelve ‘‘sisters” §
in the sense that he attemptegl to develop on a higher scale, and was a brief period when Illiodore was quite an important person- living ¥hder his roof, yet there were occasions when
with certain Protestant leanings, the feelings of fervor of the age in Russia, and the salons of the Countess Ignatieff and of other terrible / d het d and wife.”’
people. At Sarato, where he lived, he did a great deal of good, and ultra-devout ladies used to see a lot of him whenever he happened NETTHAR u o) Dasuked Biien Knand W *
he had built there a large church, orthqdox, of course, which soon to be in St. Petersburg. 'These feminine listeners were very fond
‘became a centre of pilgrimage . to which flocked thousands and of him and did their best to spread his reputation all’ over th
;zﬂwungs of p;opl'er l(liesm'ous of hearing him and of listening to his capital. o
: amed speeches, They reminded one of those crusades that in the ill i i
Middle Ages had stirred whole nations to rise and rush to deliver During Rasputin’s wanderings he had come across Illiodore ?nn%hlhﬁi;}azrigv g:l?ei;ﬂalninixf?eer::g !;11? &?g%l:ncig?iblx‘ilggfi:;:uz:tg-
the Holy Sepulchre from the yoke of the infidels.. He was far more at Saratoff, and the latter, like so many others before and after ters. This explains partly why the craze which seized some per-

In view of this fact: those Prelates and Dignitaries of the
Church who lamented over this state of things were not sorry to

| ‘a Ifetet;h the Hermit than Rasputin, and had, moreover, education, him had succumbed to the hynotic spell which ‘‘Gricha’’ was sons in regard to Illiodore at first and to Rasputin later on was not
which the other lacked. Y c?ﬂggg alldagou]: him. He had believed him to be a real servant viewed with the dissatisfaction one might have expected by the
0 , and he had engaged him to come to St. Petersburg and to Russian ecclesiastical authorities. They argued that surely it was

But ecclesiastical authorities in St. Petersburg did not approve preach there before some of the i

; ' 1 St rsbury . . ) people who had already listened better £ i - “saints”’

:)vfi :Ki;?g;l;ﬁ%;’ :‘Edsffa:z‘én ::;;ehl:goaffﬁ?;zt with tl;ig:i g{&'ethe; ]t)o l;lsd (FI‘ll;gdox:’s}xl) sermons. He had introdyced him toythe cele- t:lde:he(g g: oé);etltl%,xf 1:.3; 13) tll)l:ay ':1); filllfSeltwv:azoo(;:lge&uc}sxai::zr
I : ff, g §uppo im and/brated Father John of Cronstadt, this saintly priest wio was so after Illiodore’ i of hi i .

v;];%_c:nlsl((iletred him asl b&mg really a gqod and pious man. This famous for his virtues and his good deeds. And, strange as it guélx; ’s égegzr:v;'i?gelggfso?alﬂiﬁ?‘(ﬁ:e faglixr:gr:,laﬁi ﬂiﬁ

= :onﬁixcedein ::n?:;:r:e’ e;enult ohf which was that Illiedore Wwas may appear, Father John also had been struck by Rasputin’s that there were found some bishops in Russia who made a stan(i

e disoinies. p8d adher: :1'}’»}] w. en::.{ gwever, kmﬂ} the help Of his eloquence and had believed him to be really inspired by the Lord. against both, until at last a catastrophe removed these two men

p nts, he contrived to make his escape. _'lherg In order to explain the state of mind prevalent at the time among from thé seene of their previous labors and successes.
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many as simply & question of good ‘breeding, to which it was mies, but at first a great
necessary to conform when one belonged to good gsociety, but putin was sentenced to‘enter a convent in the manner already
which, beyond this, was treated entirely ag a matter devoid of related Illiodore took up his cause most warmly and telegraphed

‘ 2 ; \dmirers, an ecelesiastie of high rank in St.
Petersburg, in the following terms: ‘‘Neither Bishop Feofaue
nor Archimandrite Serge has behaved fairly in regard to the
‘Blessed Gregory.’’’s Illiodore’s efforts, however, did not avail,
and Rasputin was ordered to leave the capital immediately. But
instead of being compelled to enter the convent whither they had
wished to confine him at first, he was allowed to return to his
native village of Pokrowskoie.
himself of calling on. his former patron, Bishop Feofane, but the
latter met him with the ~exclamation, ‘‘Don’t approach 'me,

to one of the formet’s

Rasputin’s

‘xile” Begins.

)

Rasputin and Illiodore wete in _time to become mortal ene-

friendship Tnited them, and whén Ras-

Before doing so he hethought

Satan! Thou art not a blessed thing, but only a vulgar deceivér!”’

At Pokrowskoie Rasputin surrounded himself with twelve sisters,

of whom the oldest was barely 29 years of age. They all lived in

his house: which was extremely

well arranged and richly fur-

nished. © Rasputin’s wife, together with her children, was also

there and occupied a suite of five
had a separate room to herself.

rooms, whilst each of the sisters

People wondered that the woman who ought to have been the
sole mistress in the place had consented to share her authority

with all these girls, and some even thought that she was as bad as

her husband. In reality, the ‘‘Prophet’s’’ consort had done all
that she could to persuade her husband to give up the ‘‘mission’’
which he declared had been imposed npon him by the Almighty
and to return to his former life of a simple peasant. Her efforts
had remained fruitless, and Rasputin had replied to all her en-
treaties that his past existence had come forever to an end and
that he knew his star was about to shine in a wonderful way with-

in a short time. He commanded

his wife not to attempt to inter-

fere in the matter of his own personal relations with the ‘‘Sisters’’
living under their roof. Though she tried to submit to his will,
yet there were occasions when terrible scenes occurred between
husband and wife. Then the latter would attack violently. the
girls, whom she accused of all kinds of dreadful things, and would
then fall on the ground in attacks of strong hysterics, screaming
so dreadfully that people heard her from the street. But tears-and
submission were equally of no avail and Rasputin did not trouble
about his wife’s rage or grief any more than he had troubled in
general with any other impediment he had found{in his way." As

concerns the kind of life which

the ‘‘sisters’’ were leading at

Pokrowskoie, this is how\one of them describes it:

It is now already six months since I am here, living:
in a kind of nightmare. I do not know to this day whe-

ther the ‘‘Blessed’’ Gricha is

a saint or the greatest sinner.

the earth has ever known. I cannot find a quiet place in
this miserable village. I would like to run away, to re-

turn to St. Petersburg, but I dare not do so.

I am so

afraid, so terribly afraid of the ‘‘Blessed’’ one. His large,
grey, piercing eyes crush me, enter into my very soul and
absolutely terrify me. At a distance of 5,000 versts I feel
his presence near me. I feel that he has got extraordin-

4+ ary powers, that he can do
with me,

everything that he wishes

For two whole years Rasputin was not allowed to show him-
self in the Russian capital, but the influential friends he had there
never left off trying to get the decree of banishment rescinded.
Among others, the Archbishop of Saratoff, Hermogene, and Illio-
dore worked most actively in his favor, and the latter in one of his

sermons did not hesitate to call

Rasputin the ‘‘greatest saint

which the modern Russian’Church had ever known.”’ Af last the
efforts of his friends proved successful and Rasputin, toward the
end of the year 1912, reappeared in St. Petersburg, where this
time his progress was far more rapid than it had been formerly,
and here his reputation of a latter-day saint grew with every:hour,
until at last he eame to be looked upon as a real manifestation of

the Divinity upon earth.

Tt was about tfmt time that

he was seen more frequently at

Trzarskoie Selo, where the poor Empress was eating her heart away
in anxiety over the health of her only son, the little heir to the

throne, whose days seemed to be

numbered. Rasputin, who had

been introduced to her as a pious. good man, whose prayers: had
already worked miracles, was very quickly able to influence her in
the sense that he persuaded her that the small grand duke éduld
only be cured if constant prayers were said for him by people who
were agreeable to the Lord. It is not to be denied that “the

pseudo-saint had cultivated to a
of hypnotism and that he used it

considerable .extent the science
in regard to the consort of the

sovereign in the sense that she grew really to believe that the
presence of the ‘‘Prophet’” by the side of her sick child might
cure the latter. There was nothing else in their relations to each
other, which remained always, in spite of all that has been said,

purely official ones.
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hunting in that portion of Ontario lying
north of the Transcontinental Line to
begin, October 10, and extead to Novem-
ber 30, makipg. the season conslderzoly
jonger than in former years,

T%xe transportation authorities are co-
operating in every mi in the work of
attracting sportsm o Canada, and
stand ready to e all available in-
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VIOE-CONSUL'S WIFE
STRICKEN SUDDENLY

DETROIT, Oct: 28.—Mrs, Helen New-
land Meredith, wife of Howard Graves
Meredith, British vice-consul, died sud-
denly today at her home, 686 Jefferson
lven;xe. ‘ellélrs. Memdltl:’:t dent(}lx :ﬂha be.
keenly among soclety and .philan-
Lhro'pic circles, “although she has not
taken an active part for several years
because of ill-health,

Her name appeared on the st of

tronesses for all leading, charity

2 gonts. and she was well known for her

Eumnity. Besides her husband, she
survived by a son, Newland Meredith.
Arrangements for the funeral have not
been made.

FOUR NEW SENATORS.

provinces ve

OTTAWA, * Oct. 23.—It is announced
; Mth!:ur of the ning Senate vacanties |’

BRITISH AIRMEN WHACK
SEVEN FOE AIRDROMES

Hangars and Alrﬁlanes Are Objects of
Direct Hits.

LONDON, Oct. 23.—An official state-
ment on the aeria] operations tonight
' BAYyS:

“Last night, as soon as it was dark,
our airplaneg vigorously attacked seven
. enemy -airdrognes. The bombs fell on

on ‘the grounds. Later in the night
the Courtrdal railway station was
again attacked and a train hit, the rear
portion bursting Into flames.

“There was little fighting during the
day. Two enemy machines were
brought down. Two of our .machines
collided in the air over the enemy's
¥nes, and one other is missing.”

hangars and airplanes which were out -



