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was void and empty, and darkness was upon the face of the deep

:

and the spirit of God moved over the waters. And God .s^iid : be

light made, ^:c." llencc many writers havo not scrupled to give to

water the epithet of uncreated, and ro assert that it was the foun-

tain, principle and essence of all uutterial things, it wus called

uncreated becau--e in the description of all ilie wonderful thin-s

which were made i)y the Lord duriu.i^ the six diiys of ercaiion, it h

not written that water was made ;
just as it is said of 3ielehi,sedG3k

th;\t he wn.: ' without father, without mother, without genealogy,

having neither bejt;innincr nor end of days', bejau'o his parentage

or family, his birth or his death are not recorded in the sacred

pa 20, At all event'*, we see that water is very ancient, and that

the spirit of God was nif.'ving upon it even amidst the darkness of

chaos. Tliat th.crc was a nn^icry in this mutioa of ihe Spirit over

the water is certain, and that iie moved not over them ai vain is

equallv so. Watf- then, most pro'oal^ly, received some wonderful

properties: perhaps, fruitfuine.s, diffusibiiity, tlio dlrsolviniv and

puritying prin::ipii's, ihe canuci'.y io rellejt and roi'ri'Ct ti.c .;p.c..

do irs of thtit eroatcd ligiit which w;i.-- :iO suoii to illumine the dark

faee of the ab\ ss, Nvere amongst tlic.-e.

Water, which thus occupi(>s no distinguished a place in the infancy

of Creation, has always urc^i-rvcd its Importance in tlio history of

this world. All the Iciiuing t^vcnts soe;ii to i)e assoclat'^d with Wa-

ter, and )\othing of importance upv.cars (o have been done with-

out it. When Paradise was phuitiMl ' n river went out of ih- place

of plea.-ure to water it.' (Gt;n. ii. l<',) Wueu ihe aboiainations

of earth eui^iiidh-.i ihe wraiii of (l<>d., ' tiie waters of a great ilood'

arc made the ministers (u liis vciigeauce, and the jiuriiication of

ihe world. Tims, wnen the leimtalns o\' the great deoi) were bro-

ken up, and the Hood-g.itc- nf heaven oi-tnieJ, tiu! wiiok- earih vra.-t

baptized in waier, an 1 it> deiik^ment;^ were wa.-!ied away. And

when the Aluddity would g:'.e Noe a -!':n of [leaee, and of iii•^ever-

lastinii' eovenaut. ;i raie.how iVoiu tiie walery clouds is lae mystic

and consoling token. \\'iien the Aiigol of God called to Agar from

lieaveu and declare i that the Lord would liUike her ."^.m a groat

nation, 'God oneucd lur eye:', and sue ba^v' a we! I of v;ater.''


