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pcili'sta! ti) the (Iccciviiip; of tin' niiiltitiid.' who think so litth- of thi'ir

voti's MS to throw tliciii at it i'Xiiitiii;rlv. Thi' civic conditions in Caniuia
arc no wo^^c tlnm tlicy arc clscwlicrc Tlicy have hccn variahh-, in

terms lit' tlic fluctuations in the temper of the people to jrct from
themselves what they have a rijrht to dcmaiui. or to jrct what cannot
he ^'iviMi to them unless they roi) themselves. The s(Tui)les ajrainst

malailministratiou have hecomc keener of late. And now that union
jrovcrnniciit has driven further edye to thesi' scruples, civic reforms
are more likely to have their iiniiuL's than heretofore. There are no
two moralities. in the conduct of jjuhlie affairs, liowever the part.\-

man may l)o alwa.vs thinking: of two moralities durin^r the rnnninu: of
an election. There is hut one Moral Law, and all the adoration we
may hestow, liesitatin<jly or nnlicsitatin|,'ly, n|)on a citizen .seeking' a
seat in any of our civiit councils, cannot make liim a ?,tatesman or a
fit and lu'nprr representative of the people, if he he only a man of
wealth serkin^r |)ower or more wealth and not one who has the public
interest at heart. The politician who would set up a moral law of liis

own, as a substitute for the only .^^oral 1-aw that there is, cither
duriuLT an cli'ction or after having secured the temporary confidence
"t" t' Icetorate, is not unlike the coiifidence-mau who takes his

'•'i'' '* "f cscapinj; the ill effects herrnttcn of a tainted cause. In civi(!

ethics, as in every other branch of .science, every effect has its cause;
and. ;f ih.re be a looseness of conduct in the matter of selecting.' admi-
nistrators of stati' affairs, there is no escajie from a j'ecui'rinjr looseness
in tlie after-administration. F<u' a constituency to rally to the hononrin;,'
of the nier.' emblem of statesmanship is akin to thi' folly of the do;.' who
runs afti'r his own shadow without ever coming' uj) with it, or to the
pa<ran who lielicved in the fellowshiji of his "rods many" on .Mount
<)Iymi)u<. without v<'nturin>r to exauiiiie the place for himself. To
elect a repiv>entativi', a constituency has to take the matter in its own
hands, if it would avoid all after-hindrance to the State'.s advance-
ment, and an insult to its own intelliyence. The real thin<r in the
shai)e of ])ublic inte^'rity is what it should ever be after when an
election Comes round, with its "jrods many"" forccil into the
bai kiri'ound by I'nminon sense.


