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Jtt^ould degrade ihv.n- rank by becouihis; servants to their soldiers,
111 whom theyciiii only iu,si)ire contempt. In all the Spanish
volonits taverns are prohibited; the commanders alone have
the privilege of stlhng strong liquors. It is not m.com*non to
liear a eaplam, or even a lieutenant-colonel, enjoving this pri-
vilege. *»iilt«r a bottle of rum to bo given to a solditT, wImmi he
at the sanie time knows, that before the end of the day he
will be obliged to pnnish Imn for excess. Besides this, they
Hami the exclusive right of furnishing the inhabitants wi'th ar-
ticles necessary for their consumption. This dissiraceful mo-
noply exists more or less in all the military stations, excepting
those of Ipper Louisiana, wlicre the governor has preserved
the delicacy of a true I'lcnch soldier, and the conmhm.lers
under him are too lar distant from Spanish manners fo inuiatu
Mich a bad example.

C[1A1». XVII.

.NATCHITOCHES. — HATON-i;<) U O E.— POINTF, roi'PEE
ACADIANS.—(iERMAN COAST.

—

ATAKOl'AS AND APELIJ-
SAS.

—

CULTIJUK OE INDIGO KEl'LACED li Y THAT OE
su(;au.

lyV about four hundrcil miles from the month of tbe Ked
Kivei, is the settlement of Natchitoches. Jt contains from twelve
to thirteen hundred inhabilaiits, who cnllivate cotton, maize,
rice, and ti»b;i(co. The latler is reckoned the best in North
.America, so that the king of Spain bought it Iroin die pro-
prietors at a great price ; but he has been so deceived, that ho
lias drchned it f(.i many years, which has occasioned the culti-
vation almost entirely lo cease. iJesid.s tlusi^ productions,
many (»f the inhabitants iialiic ^itli the neiglibonring Indian
nations." Some miles bi low the motitli of the Red Itiver, on
tlu! opposite coast, is the small fort of Uaton-rouge, occupied liy

.some Spanish soldiers, under the commtmd oC a snb-lieutenani.
'Ihis fort is of so litll. importance, and the number of inha-
bilanls so small, that I shall not d'la\ the tune in mentioning it.

iSear to this is I'ointe l-oupee, the hist post which has the
title of parish in Lowtr Louisiana. It- ;iiliabitants cultivate
ectlon, for which the lands are well adapted. 'J'hc houses
which border tlie two shores, present an agreeaide prospect to
ihf uaxeiier, i;iligueii with Ik holding dry sands and imnu'iisc
lorcsts. Jii all Lower J^ouisiana, ilie shous ol" the rner
aie alone snscepiible of cuhtne, but must la- (h'fcnded
iVom MumrlatiMn by mea!!^ .>f baiik^. Th- hind:; m uuh's
purls bung low, are a great part ol" the \uar covered by


