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myfelf obliged at the out-fcr, to rejca a plan
propofed by an honourable and attentive mem-
ber of parliament, with very good intentions
on his part, about a year or two ago. Sir,
the plan I fpeak of, was the tax of 25 per centmoved upon places and penfions durin/the con^
tinuance of the American war.—NothinK, Sir
could have met my ideas more than fuch a tax!
it It was confidered as a pradical fatirc on that
war, and as a penalty upon thofe who led us into
It -but in any other view it appeared to me very
liable toobjedions. I confidered the fcheme as
neither fubftantial, nor permanent, nor fyftema-
tical, nor likely to be a corredlivc of evil in-
fluence. 1 have always thought employments a
very proper fubjeft of regulation, but a very ill.
chofen fubjedt for a tax. An equal tax upon
property is reafonabie j bccaufe the obiea if of
the fame quality throughout. The fpecies is the
lame, it differs only in its quantity; but a tax
upon falarics is totally of a different nature 5
there can be no equality, and confequently no
juftice, in taxing them by the hundred* in the
grofs.

*

_We have. Sir, on our eftablifhmenr, feveral
offices which perform real fervice—We have alfo
places that provide large rewards for no fervice at
all We have ftations which are made for the
public decorum

; made for preferving the srace
and majefty of a great people.—We have likcwife
cxpenfive formalities, which tend rather to the
cUlgracc than the ornament of the ftate and the

*S"uvnL
^^^^' ^^^» '^ ^^^ ^^^^ condition of our

cftabhftments. 1 o faU with the fame fevcrity on
ok|C«s fo perfedly diffimilar, is the very reverfe
rt a reformation. I mean a refor.nation framed,

• Thomas Gilbert, E% member for Utcfafiei<J,.
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