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correctly ascertained ;
guide lines, cut out six feet wide,

were run in the direction of the supposed boundary.

The line of boundary could often be correctly traced froni

views obtained from the cleared summits of some of the

lofty mountains on the line. These guide lines, by cut-

ting the sources of streams flowing either into the St.

Lawrence or into the sea, at once showed on which side

of them the actual boundary lay. Wherever a stream

was intersected by this line, its course was traversed up

and chained, and the angles taken with a prismatic com-

pass. On reaching the source of the stream the traverse

was continued on over the height of land, until waters

V ere struck running in the opposite direction ;
and on

the highest point of land between these streams was

placed a summit post, and numbered. If no stream was

cut by the guide line within the distance of a mile, an

offset' was sent off, crossing the dividing ridge, until it

struck a stream running the other side, and on the highest

land between was fixed the summit. Thus, along this

highland range, was the actual height of land deter-

mined.

The highest points on the dividing ridge having been

ascertained, and marked with summit posts within half

a mile of each other on an average, the dividing line

between them was easily traced. This was usually per-

formed by sending a man in advance until he struck the

offset line leading to the summit. On arriving there he

blew a horn, which in calm weather could be heard at

the distance of a mile. The height of land was then

traced by an officer of the party in the direction of the

sound, and the trees along it well blazed. Sending a man

ahead to blow a horn at the next summit post was a very

necessary precaution, as many of the spurs put out from

this dividing chain of hills were more lofty, and bore


