
of business, of labour and of
agriculture, of tlie men wliose
sole object in dealing witli the
affairs of tlie country will be to
devote the whole ressources,
wealth and energy of the coun-
try to the winning of the war
It can only be done by honest
agreement amongst all the dif-
ferent elements and interests of
Uie country. I would hope to
have a Government represent-
ative of the masses of the people,
the common people whose guid-
ing principle should be to defend
them against organized priv-
ilege which has heretofore had
far too much control over the
Government of the country. In
this election it is my desire that
the common people should have
opportunitv of expressing them-
selves in a free and untrammel-
led manner at the polls, so that
their views may obtain in the
new Parliament and I trust thatm every constituency candidates
representative of this policy may
be nominated so that the people
can vote for them.

These considerations I now
place b^ore my fellow country-
men of all creeds and of «])
origins for their appreciation
and judgment. I have deemed it
my duty more than ever perhaps
in the course of my long public
life, to speak frankly and unequi-
vocally upon the problems that
now confront us. The obtain uig
on the retention of office is at all
times, only a secondary consider-
ation. In this election the su-
preme end is to assist in the tre-
mendous struggle in which we
are engaged, to maintain the
unity of the nation, to avoid the
divisions and discords, which for
many years kept in check, are
now unfortunately again loom-
ing up dangerous and threaten-
ing, to resolutely face the eco-
nomic situation with a view of
avoiding and lessening priv-
ations and sufferings, which
should not exist in a country so
richly endowed by nature as our
country. Whatever may be the
verdict at the polls, I wiU accept
It, neither elated by victory, nor
downhearted by defeat
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