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sympathizing guide to the religious inquirer. At the same

time he was an independent seeker and follower of truth.

In 1585 the extreme predestinarianism prevalent in the

Netherlands had been for ten years so effectively attacked

by liichard Coornhert, an eminent patriotic and acute

layman of Amsterdam, that Arrainius was invited by the

city to refute him. In a debate at Delft between

Coornhert and two high Calvinistic clergymen, the latter

were so hard pressed that they yielded, and took the lower

or sublapaarian ground, and published a pamphlet against

the higher view. The extreme Calvinists called upon

Martin Lydius, professor of theology in Friesland, to

refute them, but he handed over the task to Arminius, who

had thus a douljle request on his hands. He bravely

undertook the task, but was soon convinced of the unten-

ableness of either the higher or lower predestination. At

the expense of an ignominious failure in even attacking

Coornhert, he resolved to pursue the light of honest con-

viction. Avoiding the entire subject in public, he pro-

S(>cuted his investigations with earnest study. Yet, in

lecturing on Komans vii, having given the non-Calvinistic

interpretation, he found himself generally assailed by the

high Calvinists as a Pelagian and Socinian. He was

arraigned before the ecclesiastical courts, where he success-

fully defended himself on the ground that, though adverse

to the prevalent opinions, his interpretation contradicted

nothing in the standards \ namely, the Belgic Confession

and the Catechism. Being questioned as to predestination,

he declined to answer, as no fact was alleged against him.

In prosecuting his inquiries he determined to consult

privately the best theologians of the day. He commenced

a confidential correspondence with Professor Francis Junius,

of the University of Leyden, the most eminent of the Dutch

theologians. He was delighted to find how far Junius


