
10 JOSHUA.

*' Down with them ! Down with the strangers I They
are magicians. Into the sea with Mesu,* the sorcerer !

"

As an echo follows a cry, so did these imprecations follow

the woman's curse ; and Hornecht, the old astrologer's

son-in law, captain of the archers, whose blood boiled over

at the sight of his dying, fair young nephew, brandished
his short sword, and cried in a frenzy of rage :

" Follow
me, every man who has a heart ! At them ! Life for

life ! Ten Hebrews for each Egyptian whom their sorcerer

has killed
!

"

A flock will rush into the fire if only the ram leads the

way, and the crowd flocked to follow the noble warrior.

The women pushed in front ofthe men, thronging the door-

way, and as the servants of the sanctuary hesitated till

they should know the opinion of the prophet of Amon,
their leader drew up in his majestic figure, and said deli-

berately :

'* All who wear priests' robes remain to pray with me.
The people are the instrument of heaven, and it is theirs to

repay. We stay here to pray for success to their ven-

geance."

CHAPTER H.

Baie, the second prophet of Amon, who acted as deputy
for the now infirm old head prophet and high priest Ruie,

withdrew into the holy of holies, and while the multitude
of the inferior ministers of the god proceeded to their

various duties, the infuriated crowd hurried through the

streets of the town to the strangers' quarter.

As a swollen torrent raging through a valley carries down
with it everything in its way, so the throng, as they rushed
to their revenge, compelled every one on tlicir road to join

them. Every Egyptian from whom dcalh had snatched
his nearest and dearest Wus ready to j.)i;i the swelling tide,

and it grew till it numbered hundred ; of thousands. Men,
women and children, slaves and free, borne on the wings

of their desire to wreak ruin and death on the detested

Hebrews, flew to the distant quarter wb.erc they dwelt.

# Mesu is the Egyptian form of the rame of Moses.


