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If the

application of such a scheme to tho wants of the existing trade,

and a supposed future trade, respectively, ho attciulnnt with 80

enormous a risk of complete failure, it would seem to lollow that

!ii>y combined application of it to both ohjccts merits, as it were,

a double condemnation, and it hec-onu's nnnccessavv to enlarge on

the subject.

Thus r have endeavoureil (n ^<ho\v ihai in the r(Milcmplation of

theirschemeof so called improvements, at the mouthof theSt.Cliarles

River, the Harbour (-ommissioners are (h'partin;^ alto^'ether from
the purpose for Avhich they were ori;,'inally incorporated, and that

any such scheme, on its own mi-rits. i.. lVi.iui,flit witli extreme danger
to the real interests and ])rosperit_v of oiu- ji-irt. As it Avould be

somewhat unfair, however, to eondeinn sii'-!i a seiieme in so whole-

sale a manner, without su<:<^ostiu^; an iiii|irMVi i t, it may bo as

well, in conclusion, to consider lirielly a. fe'v or' tho>(^ points to

which. I conceive, the attention and eneru""'' of flic 11 arboiu' Com-
missioners may be nn)i-e advanta;^eoiisly directed.

Returning, for a moment, to the jioint IVnni which we set out, J.

contend that the real task assigned lo the liaibonr ('Dinniissioners

is that of obtaining the possession and conii-cd of t!ie (,'xisting

wharves on the river front, witli a view of ini])r(tving and extending

the accommodation these wharves afford, on ^onic. roniprehcnsivo

scale, rendering tbem better fitted to the rctjuircincnts of onrtra<lc;

and to tbis task they should immediately apply iliemseivos, with

all that zeal and activity for which they ^tand so conspicuous, yet

with all that prudence and proper business caution which (Might to

characterize the actions of so important a trust. It would not be
advisable, for instance, thatbecausi^ tlii' Coniniissionirs liave made
up their minds to ac((uirc the wharvi-son tJic river front tbcyshould

rush at the scheme impetuously, and cxjtcnd the whole uf their

X300,000 sterling, in purchasing property, and then flml tlienisclves

suddenly at a stand still for furtlier means wherewith to improve
the property they have ac(juired. It would obviously be more pru-

dent to purchase three or four of the ju'cscut wharves, situated, say,

immediately above the Cust(un Ilonse: and then, after testing and
confirming the practicability of any scheme of improvements thereon,

to acquire the adjoining ])roperty, and extend their plan, till, by
degrees, proper wharf accommodation be affor<led along the wdiole

river front to the general trade of tbi; port, till it meet tb(( particu-

lar accommodation existing for the timber trade at a point where
{ho line of coves commences. In the prosectitionof such a scheme,

when the Commissioners arrive at that point at which all their

present means be exhausted, should the improvements they have
made be found practically to answer the requirements of the trade,

and to be financially successful, there is no reason to doubt

that fresh means, ample enough for tlic completion of the task, will'


