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.At ttle dole ^ef (hh <4ttme, it i«ouki be unbecoming m the editori^^
to «xprilii the juft fenfe he efitertaaiii txf the iavou^i with whidi ao in*

^If^tix fiiMic hwhhonooi^d this pefformance. 60 confcious, indeed,

is he of "ttxe little merit of \vhat is already done, that he finds himfelf

nmch at a k>f» for words to expreft the -gratefnl fehfe he ^hteitain^ ofthe

uncommon cncotin^enlient he has teceiyed. Since the commehcement
«f this woiit, his attention has beeft-too much occupied by die arrange-

jpentSf refpedking^ die roechanicat exeCudiem ctf it, to allow him to be-

'fiow that attctidoft he wiihed to the literaiy part. 'Tbefe embarajBhie^ts

arc now, however, in pare abated, and he trufts that etreiy day will di-

tniniik them more -and moi*e. But, tipon reviewing this velulne, he is

pcrfuaded that few of his readers wtU feel fo fcnfibw its imperfe^Aions,

aa Kt does himfelf. ilelying upon the indulgence of the pilblic, he judg-

ed it more advifei^le ^lo -delay Ibveral articles th&t came within the Umits

•f hie plan, thanM attempt diem at a time when it vrould have been

4|uite impraAicalH#for him to 'hawe done them, ^at he would have

tiwnghtjvftice iytbe exeeitdon.

He has reccjyed federal communications from unknown correfpon-

dents, expreffive of much approbation ; from odiers, he has received let*

tert in fttcV^ Hratn, as could not have failed to excite his refible facol-

des, had kA» mind been in a proper frame for it. Perfonswho can fcarce-

I7 ^IVthvee words on end, and who cannot write a fentence, vdthout
comnAringthe ftrangeft grammatical blunders, aflume the place 6fjudg-^

cs, and» without hefitatioh, have cncicized eveiy piece that has appear-^

cd in this colle^Hon, and pronounced die whote, without one fingle ex-

cepdon, ** Moft eioecrable ftuff." (pardon the vulgarity of the phrafe).

/ FerfonA, whofe reading has fcarcely extended to a common newfpaper,

yroftounccdy/6^«ri(sfeto be:borrovf6dfrum 6ther performances, andh^e
<endefcended on particular pieces by name, as entirely tranfcribed from
other works, 01 which the «dk)or well knew, that ndt a lin^ or a

lientence had ever been feen eUewhere. Thde perforthances he has
iiUowed to Aide into oblivion, withoth fo much as a note of remem-
Iwanoe upon, the! blue cov«r. To fome others, he has been indebted

for fomc juft roprehfnfionsi aad ufeful hlfits, of jjirhidi he wiU '^vail

kimfclfc.-bWi,: -.^ di^ytWii ..-.ii.'i?! • .
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One general dieihe on which thcfe unfldlful <rities have uniformly
4wdt, is want of originality in the pieees that have been offered in this

mi^TceUany ; a circun^ancethat firongly betraje^Htheir want of reading,

ior itore^d; of the proportional number of origiiVal-pieCes, this diifcellany

.p>;brasitha8gbn6,.in9y iUnd a fair comparlTon iinth any othar that ii
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