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23(5 NOTES

TACK
ili\r ilUH'cclirc. \\<cil klK'wIiilL'P :is ,'1 WcMpdll t(i defeat
cmI, 1.\ li^iiliu;; nL'iii!^iii(|, hfsond I'lc >tatf ulinvin ilnv
.iiv -iiile-.- ll;riiiml] iuhoraiicc. Ic that in wliicli tlirv afc
\ irni(iii> llifiitij^li u_[>(i(,m. .Iii|ui(-r |)iiiii-.li,(l tlic Icnicntv
"f '!" 'I'itaii li\- cliaiiiiii'^ Liiji to a fck nf CaiicaMis, ami
cail-iliL: a Mlllitiv tu i|c'\eiir hi- -t ill-iviir\vri| hcaft. There
\va-, a li!n|ihee\- allnat in hea\cii

|
m irtelii liiii: the fall of

'"ve, the >ecfet of a\eitiiiLr which wa- known oiil\- to
''""lielkelis .'lljjl Jjie ^'o<l olVeiVil ffeedfJlii from tortlin?
on colidilioii oflts Liei!JiL-t:UUJlil.iUl.kiiial.lU llilU Aceoi-d-
iliL' lo the lli\ thokiiiical >toi-v, this refeiTed to the off-prilli^
"' Mm ti-, w iio \va- destined to lie L'featef than his fat her.
i'loMietheils at la^t lioULzht pafdol] fof 1 ii> ciillle of eii'M-h-
in_' inankiiiil with hi- i:lft>. I.y iv\-ialini: the piophecv.
Mefcuk- kill.,1 the \iiltiire, aiid ,-et hiiM ffee; and 'I'lietis

\\a- n la I lied to I'eleiH. the father of Achilles.
"Shelle\- adal>le(l thi' cala>trophe of this stor\- to liis

peculiar view-. The son f:reafer (liaii his father, liorii of the
nuptials of Jupiter and Thetis, was to dethrone l^vil, ami
hriiiir liack a happier reiiiii than that of Saturn. Froiuct hens
defies the jxiwcr of his etieniv, and eiiilnres ceniiirics of
torture; till the hoin- arri\e- when ,hi\c. Mind to tin' real
event, hut darklv ^nies-inL' that some jrreat irood to him.self
\villflo\v,e.-J)ou.-es 'I heti-. .\t I he moment . t he I'rinial Power
of the world drives him from his usiirpeil throne, and
ytrenj^th, in the person of Hercules, liher.ates Ilumanitv,
typified in Promethoiis, from the tortures generated livevil
ijone or sulTered. Asia, one of the Oceaiiides, is the" wife
of Prometheus -she w.as, accordinj^ to fit her mvtlioIof,'ical
interpretations, the same as ^'enus and Xature. When the
lieiu'factor ( f mankind is lilxTated, Nature resumes tlic
Ix'.autv of her prime, and is united to lier hiishand, the em-
I'lein of the 1 man race, in ])erfect and happ\- imioii. In the
fourth Act. I lie poet jri\-es further scojx' to his imairination,
and idealizes the forms of creation — such as we know
th^'in, instead of sucli as tliev appeared to the T.reek.s.

-Maternal Ilartli, the mitrhtv parent, is stiperseded l)v tlu;

Sjiirit of the Earth, the i;uide of our jilanet tliroimli the
realms of sky; while his fair and ive.aker cfimpaiiion and
.atteiid.'int, the Spirit of the .Moon, receives lilis> from the
annihilation of E\il in the .superior sphere.

"Shell(>y develojis more particiikarly in the Ivries of this
(Iram.a his alistrus(> and imaLn'n.ative tlieories with reirard
to the rTeation. It reipiires ,a mind as subtle .and pelietrat-
iiiij; as iiis own to understand the irivstic meaniin;s scattered
throuiihout the poem. Thev elude the ordinarv reader
liv their ;il)straetion and delicaey of distinction, Init they
are far fioin waixne. It was lu's desisxn to write prose nieta-
pli\sieai essavs on liie nature of Man, wiiich would have
served to explain inncli of what is oI)sciire in liis poetry;


