
THE CAUSES OF GERMAN AGGRESSION

roused that nation. When Li Hung Chang first

learned from Bismarck the magnitude of these

plans, he was skeptical. But before his brief stay

in Germany was over, he wrote in his diary:

"From all that I have seen, I am more than ever

convinced that the Kaiser and Prince Bismarck

meant what they said when they averred that the

German Empire was destined to become a dom-
inant factor in Europe."

The magnitude of the conception, the degree

of success already attained, the probability of its

complete realization, the grave dangers which it

involves to other nations, are most clearly demon-
strated by the alarm manifested by the latter.

England's foremost soldier. Lord Roberts, has

publicly declared that she has never been in all

her history in a position of greater peril. The
leader of the Opposition in the House of Commons
as solemnly affirmed the truth of his statement.

Ten years ago, he said, England had command of

every sea; now she held control only of the North
Sea. Ten years ago her fleet was so strong that

she could have confidently expected to emerge

victorious from a struggle of the magnitude of the

Napoleonic wars; to-day there was no such prob-

ability. The ex-Premier of France, M. Clemen-

ceau, said in public: "When I look towards the

boundary of a territory which was French when
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