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PAGANý, AND C14RTSTIAN ROME.

Tlie thenie of tue autiior of this iagr-
uliicult %% ork~ * is the - tr'ansformation ojf
Route froîn a pagnîto a Christian city.
Thii: %v'as part of the firent st:'uggie be-
tweeii Cliri.iitiity aind pacliin for tue
p)o.Sssioîî of tlhe world. 'It is Strîking
161,<>uf that Gud ean iiiakec the. wvt.ak things

.iîi-i wvorid Lu coîîfounld the tiîings that
are iinighty. Tl'ue Christianî religion
spruad rapidly. "" Wu are but of .1 ester-
day," %viLes Tertullian at the close of the
second century, 1'yet we lli every city,
town, and island of the Empire. We
abound in hie very camps and casties, iii
thie council chanîber and the palace, in
tue - senate anld the forum ; only your
temples and theatres are leftL"

Some (,À tle noblest naines of Roine
(evewi meîîîberi~ of tue Iînperial faiiiily)
occur in the epitaphs of the cataconibs.
The evidence adduced. on this iubject by
Signor Lanciani is of a most initeresting
character. Througlî recent exploration,
counticas objects of pagan and Clirifitian
anitiquity lia,% e beenl found, amoug tlieini
hiundreds of cartloîtds of vuti'.0 oWoirings
froni pagan temples. Coutless marbie
monuments were burned irîto lime or
buit into new structures.

Cardinal Mai enumierates a, thousand
chuirclies iii Rome, some datingy back. it
is alleged, to Prisca and Pudens, nmen-
tioned eli the Epistles of St. Paul. Tue
.iepulchires of the early Christians shared
witlî thobe uf the pagans tlîe protection
of tue lawv. Except in timies of persecu-
tion the Romans made not war upon the
de-td. We have records of funeral clubs
and of th eir monthly contributions.

The experience Signior Lanciani gib
iii tw.enty-five years of active exploration
in ancient Romne, buth above and below
gIround, enaoies 1dmi to state tant every
pagan building whici wvas capable of
griviilg shieiter Lu a congregration wvas
transfornied, at une tiiînc or anuther, into a,
ch'îrclh or a chiapel. Srnaller etlifices-, liku
temples and inausuleunis, wvcre adapted
bodily to their new~ office, nhilc Uic larger
ones, suchi as baths, theatres, circuses
and barracks 'vere occupied in pairt only.

Roine under Augustus was., probably as
large as the London of to-daty. In 14
A.D., its census enuinratedl 4,937,000
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p)eople, an increase of 874,000 during bis
peaceful reign. He fuind. Ruine brick
and left it inarble, and su adurnied with
art that iii the hyperbole of tlîe tiilues it
was casier tu fiuîd a :itatue tixan a manî.
Yet the. nînusoleuni of tiîis great Emperor
is now used as a circus, anîd liarlequin
piays ]lis pranks uoer the toînb of the
Lord tif tlîe wvorid. Tiiese anicient toinbs
were often rifled for treasure. It is

alegd that froin that of David at Jerui-
salein Itircanus stole 3,000 talents of
silver, nestrly $4,000,000.

The Christian catacoînbs, witii tlîeir 58i
miles of corridors, and over .3,000,000
Christian graves, yield nmiost important
testiniony as to tue life and character, the
doniestie anid social relations, tlîe rites
and institutionîs and beliefs of the early
Christians.

Tîje disposal of the dead of tlîe Inîiper-
ial city for hutndreds of years 'vas a diffi-
cuit prublein. A niche for anl urn cost
front 88.25 tu $8,000. The cost of tue
huge monuments that for nxany niles
hueè the Appian Way cannot be estimated.

The contrast betwveeni the blankniess of
desîmir of time pagans and tue liope of tlie
Clîristiaxîs is very striking. Sigynor
Lanciani uîuotes tlîe fullowing fromn a wife
to lier husbaud : "We knew "'e loved
ecd other fron. childhood ; rnarried, an
iiiipious- liand suparated us ut once. Oh,
Infernal Gods ! do be kid and iiuerciful
to iuiin,, and let hini appear to me in the
sileit imours of tue iglî,t; and, alsu, let
mue slîare his fate, that we may be re-
uuîted dlcimui et celer-iifs." The hast two
wvords "more s'veetly and sw.iftiy," hie
thinkls of exquisite feeling.

Many pagail epitaphas give the rank iii
thîe ariîmy or navy, and eveîi the zianie of
tie NvarJiîip in wlîici time deceasjd served.
Iu the Chiristian tonuibs few niitary in-
scriptions occîir. The author gives a
curions exampifle of the way iu wvliecl tlie
.spade illustrates hiatory. Titusrepudliated
luiszsecond wvife, but mîo reasuiî is assigned.
In a, inai-ble statue of tîme damne, figured
iii this volume, ''she looks," lie says,

iujselessly disagrceable."- A pagan in-
scription duscribes ail area as sacred to
tihe -'Divinie Crows. " It is curions that
the Famie spot is tlîrongred witli tîmeir
descenîdants to the present day. Tlîe
efligy and epitapli of a boy of eleven and
a haif years, wvho wvon a prize in compei i-
tion against fifty-two Greek poets, is re-
produced. The successful piueni is engrav-


