10 THXY, CANADA I,UMBERMAN

FEDRUARY, *oy

\

MONTHLY AND WEEKLY EDITIONG
PURLISHED BY

The C.H., Mortimer Publishing Company
*  of Toronto, Limited
Conrbubkaliun Likk BuiLbine, TURONTC
Uxancu Orrice
New Yorx Lirg INSURANCE BullpING, MONTRRAL

The Lussgauan Weekly Edition is published every Wedneuday, and
the Monthly Edition on the st day of every month.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION:

Qae Copy, Weekly az2 Montkly, One Year, in advance.......
One Copy, Weekly ané Monthly, Six Mon!fu. in 2dvinCe.eae. .50
Foreign Subscriptions, $Sa.coa Year.

ADVERISING RALES FORNDUED 0N ATILILATION

Tux Caxapa Lunazxuan is pullished in the intersets of the lumber
T1ade a0C atheu Industne trvwghout cie Dusuuvn, s he vy o¢
presenta sve in Canada of this 4 Lranch of the e of this
country. lvaims av givarg ful wou amey wfurmang. on all sulyevea
touching these interests, duiscusing shese topics editorially and inviting
{r- € discvuon by otbers,

Hspecia, pains are taken to secure the lazest and merd trustwosthy mar
ket quotatiwes frum varwus puinis thivugbind tm wuiid, so as to afford to
thetnd-in information on \vg:% it anrely i1 1ts opcrations.

Special corespxicnis 43 snautcs of um A€ PEOENL Al aaurate
repart et only of prices and the condition of the ruarlies, but also of other
“attas speaally UETGUAg 10 Ous £ Bus cxrospadene is nut
only welcome, last is invited from all who have any information to com-
uncate or subjeats 10 duscass relating tothe trade s in any way affecting
it. Even when we may not be able 20 agree with the writers we will give
thema &1 opp y for frec ¢ ca as the ocst meam of eligung
thetr Any fteess of interest mpamcchi}y:m:s::d for even if not

©t reat 1mpoTIance 2y they t2 a fund of wfvnmauva
boavhidﬁgmaﬂrck!smzubed.

Adrertisers will recene creful attention and liberal treawment. We
need not poiat out that for many the CANADA Luszzruan, with itsspes
aal class of readers, 13 Dot catly an exceptwonaily good mecm for sevunag
grbliciy, but is indispensable for thase who woukd bring themselves before
thenotice of that claxt.  Specaal attention is duected to *“ WaxTzn™ and
*Fox Satz” adventisements, which will be inserted in a coaspicucus toai-
tion at the uziform poace of 1§ cenis pes Linc for cachamenion,  Admsae
sents of this character will be subject 10 2 discount of 2§ per cmt. it
ordered for four succesmve usues or Jonger,

wil find the wmallamouat d;’ey pa;"goe lbchCA.\\'Al;L Lues
BIERAN QTiC isrrmiSeant 232 compmred with 3133 value to them.  JToere aa
not an ing';id:nl i the trade, ar spechally interested in it, whko shoeld not
be ¢a our luz, thos 0amiag the proeat baaehi and asding 2230 @woar
agizg o to ~eader it cven mare complete.

THE SAW-LOG PROBLEM.

For the past yecar we have heard but little of
the Michigan Jumberman lobbyist ; he has rested
quietly in the hope that the courts would compel
the Ontario Government to permit the ecxporta-
tion of saw-logs from the province. This hope
not having materialized, he has now turned
up at Washington, with the avowed intention of
caoercing Great Britain into taking from the On-
tario Government her right to make laws to regu-
late the manufacture of her raw material. The
Michigan lumberman must be given credit for his
perseverance, even though he may not succeed
in his present undertaking.

At the time of writing such well-known mill
owners as Col. A. F. Bliss, Walter S. Eddy and
Selwin Eddy arc at the United States capital, and
have submitted to the Treasury Department sev-
eral questions, including one as to whether there
is any diplomatic reason why the retaliatory
clausc of the Dingley Bill should not be put into
cffect. This clause in the bill reads as follows :

** Provided that if any country or dependency
shall impose an export duty on saw-logs, round
unmanufactured timbaer, stave bolts, shingle bolts,
or heading boits, exported to the United States,
or a disctiminating charge on boom-sticks ot
chains used by American citizens in towing logs,
the amount of such export duty, tax or other
chargre, as the case may be, shall be added as an
additional duly to the duties imposed upon the
articles mentioned in this paragraph, when im-
ported from such countries or dependencies.™

The Michigan lumbermen profess to be of the
opinion that by a broad construction of the clause
the Treasury Department may impose an addi-

g tional duty.on Canadian lumber imported into the

United States. The difficulty is that the Canadian
Covernmeat did not place an export duty on logs,
but simply prevented their exportation entirely.
Hence the necessity of this broad construction.

The Michigan lumbermen propose to accom-

B plish their purpose by compelling the interference

of Great Britain. They claim that the applica-
tion of a prohibitive duty on Canadian lumber
would bring about a commercial war ruinous to
the trade between the two countries. This, they
say, would be foreseen by Great Britain, who, in
her present predicament, would endeavor to pre-
vent unfriendly relations with the United States.

That Great Britain will interfere in this ques-
tion is too remote a possibility for consideration.
She will not divest Ontario of her provincial
rights, even for the sake of the Michigan mill
owner.

The placing ot a prohibitive duty upon Cana-
dian lumber is a step which, we venture to predict,
will never b (uken by the Government of the
United States. Each year the consumers of the
Eastern States are becoming more dependent
upon Canada for their lumber supply. It is said
that a bill will be introduced in the next Legisla-
ture prohibiting the cutting of spruce in the State
of Maine for a term of years, for the purpose of
giving the forest an opportunity to gain lost
ground and to prevent the complete extermina-
tion of the spruce tree by paper-makers. In the
face of such a condition, where would be the wis-
dom of a prohibitive duty ?

Even if the United States Government were to
remove eatirely the duty on Canadian lumber,
the Ontario Legisiature would not recede from
the position it has taken in relation to i".e expor-
tation of saw-logs. This fact is evident by the
passing within the past month of au Order-in-
Council prohibiting the exportation of pulp wood
from the Dominion after April 3oth next.

Our advice to the Michigan mill owners is to
follow the example of one or two of their con-
freres and establish mills on the Ontario side of
Lake Huron. They need have little hope of ever
again being permitted to raft their logs across
the water.

FREIGHT RATES ON CEDAR.

THERE seeems to be much dissatisfaction among
the lumber merchants of Ontario owing to what
is claimed to be unjust discrimination against
cedar timber products in the matter of freight
rates.  The railway companies, for some reason
known only to themselves, charge a considerably
higher rate on cedar products than on other
classes of timber.

We are advised by Mr. E. Tiffin, general freight
agent of the C. P. R., that on this road the rate
on common lumber would cover shipments of
cedar lumber, but that cedar ties, or timber, are
carried only under special arrangements.  The
Grand Trunk Railway, it would seem, charge a
higher rate on cedar lumber as well as on ties,
posts and timber than that which is applied to
othet timber products. The publishers of this
Jjournal, desiring to give the Grand Tzunk author-
ities an opportunity to explain their position,
wrote the following communication :

TORONTO, Ja h, .
General Freight Agent, ORONTO, Jansacy 18th, 1900
G.T.R.. Toronta.
DEAR SiIR,—Some of the lumbermen of Ontario have
reposted to as that your company apply a higher rate of

-charged.

freight on cedar products, such as lumber, ties, ool dNEN
etc., thanis charged on other classes of timber procuclil
also that no rate on such cedar products is quoted i y 3
anff circulars.  Before makiug any comment on th.. o8
Jeet, we woud be pleased 0 bave your vicws as ongd
correctness or otherwise of these reports, and if ¢
tolearn on what ground such high freight rates

Yours respectfully, .
Tue C. H. MORTIMER PUBLISHING lq w

Below is the reply of the Grand Trunk R
way : i
TORONTO, January 24th, 1100, [Nl

Gentlemen,~—Replying to your favor of the 18th iag
it is correct that we do not curry cedar at the lun
rate, Our rates on lumber are as published n our lum
tariffs from time to time ; our rates on cedar are ou: 1
class tuarilff rates. .

Trusting that the above supplies you fully with the SN ENE
formation you require, we remain,

Yours sincerely,
A, WuiTe, -
Divisionat Freight Agent §

It will be observed how non-committal is N
Whitein tis repl. He does not attempt to give il
explanation ot the discrimination against cedy
but confines his remarks practically to the <t
ment that such discrimination exists. The por}ia
which the writer and the lumbermen genere}§
would like to have explained is the basis of 8
culation which places a higher rate on cedar th
on other timber products.

While the trade in cedar products is th
handicapped by exorbitant rates, it also suffefie
from the absence of any definite rate as furnisha
by the railroad tariffis. None of the lumbg
tariff circulars issued by the Grand Trunk Ra
way since November 1st last, so we are informe§
have deigned to quote a rate on cedar produc
The result of this is that a manufacturer g
shipper must communicate with the district frei
agent or some other high official and ask tot
furnished with the rate for a certain haul. Tl
usually requires several days, and the prospy
tive customer is kept waiting in the meantim
when he may have secured his requireme
elsewhere. :

One or two instances might be given of
discrimination referred to. A rate was gecent#
asked on cedar poles from the Owen Sound
trict to a point where the lumber rate is now g
cents. The reply was that 14 cents was
best rate that could be given. From Wiarton t
Toronto the rate on ordinary lumber is 724 cent§
while that quoted on cedar lumber, posts or ting
ber is usually about 12 cents, and in the sam
proportion to other points on the road. !

This policy of the railroad companies has tif
appearance of coercion, and is undoubtedly a
injustice to the lur ber trade which should
remedied if possible. It is likewise a hardshy
to the tarmer, who, tor instance, requires a off
of cedar posts.. to be'compelied to pay such &
ceedingly high rates on this species of wood p
ducts. Now that the railway companies hay
advanced their rates generally in proportion 4
their views of the prosperity prevailing in 1
lumber trade, surely lumber manutacturers ha
reason to expect a just schedule on all timbog
products of common quality. It is significa
that the railway companies are large consumefi
of cedar, but on this point we will defer an ef§
pression of opinion until the railroad companig
are given an opportunity to explain their polici

In the meantime, we invite correspondence o
this subject from lumber manufacturers aniil
shippers. ‘
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