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TH1E SAW-LOG PROBLEM.
FoR the past year we have heard but little af

the Michigan lumberman lobbyist ; he fins rested
quietly in the hope that the courts would compel
the Ontario Government ta permit the exporta-
tion ai saw,.-Iogs from the province. This hope
not having matcrialized, he has nowv turncd
up at WVashington, with the -avowced intention of
caercing Great Britain into iaking from the On-
tario Government ber rigbt to make laws ta regu-
Iatc the manufacture of ber raiv material. The
Michigan lumberman must bc givcn credit for bis
perseverance, even tbougb he may flot succeed
in bis liresent undertaking.

At the time af writing sucb vel.known mil]
awners as Cal. A. F. Bihss, Walter S. Eddy and
Selwin Eddy arc at the United States capital, and
havec submitted ta the Trcasury Departrnent sev-
cral questions, including ane as ta %vbether thcre
is an>' diplomatic rcason why the rcîaliatory
clause ar the Din.gley Bill shouid not bc put into
cfl'ect. This clause in the bill reads as fallows :

*1Provided that if any country or cpendency
shall impose ani export duty on saw-logs, round
unmranufacturcd timhar,st.ave bolts, shingle bolts,
or hcadtng bolts, cxportcd to the Unîte.J Suites,
or a dscriminatsi-- t.hage oan h msk ut
chainb uscd b) .Amct;ran zit.zens in t.2%%ing logs,
the ameunt i u.-h e'pnrt dufy. 1£ny or nihr
charge, as the case may be, shall bc nddcd as an
additional duty ta thé duties imposcd lipon the
articles mentioncd in this paragrapb, %vhcn ima-
ported frani such countries 'n dependencits."

The Michigan lumbermen praless ta bc af the
opinion that by a broad construction of the clause
the Trcasury Departracat mny impose an addi-

tionni dutyon Canadian lumber imported inta the
United States. The difficulty is that the Canadian
Co ernaient did not place an export duty an iags,
but -simply prev'ented theit exportation entirely.
Hence the necessity of this broad construction.

The Michigan lumbermen propase ta accom-
plisb their purpose by compelling tht interierence
of Great Britain. They dlaim that the applica-
tion ai a prohibitive duty on Canadian lumber
would bring about a commercial wvar ruinaus ta
the trade betwveen the Iwo countries. This, tbey
sa>', would be foreseen by Great l3ritain, wha, in
ber presenit predicament, wvould endeavor ta pre-
vent uniriendly relations with the United States.

Tbat Great Britain wvill interfere in this ques-
tion is toa remate a possibihity for consideration.
She wvill flot divest Ontario ai ber provincial
rights, even for the sakce ai the Mfichigan mill
awner.

The placing ai a prohibitive duty upon Cana-
dian lumber i!, a step whicb, we ventur-e ta predict,
will never bt. taken by tht Government ai the
United States. Each > ear the consuniers ai the
Eastern States are becoming mare dependent
upon Canada for their lumber supply. It is said
'bat a bill wiil bc introduced in tht next Legisla.
turc prohibiting the cutting of spruce in the State
af Mlaint for a term ai years, for the purpose of
giving tht forest an opportunity ta gain hast
gwound and tu. predent tht compiete extermina-
tion of tht spruce tret b> paper-makers. In tht
face of sucb a condition, wvbere wvould be tht wis-
dom af a prohibitive duty ?

Even if tht United States Gavernment %vere ta
remave entirely the duty on Canadian lumber,
the Ontario Legisiature would not recede from
the position it bas taken in relation ta ý-.e expor-
tation ai saw-logs. This fact is evident by the
passing ivithin the past montb ai ait Order-in-
Council prohibiting tht exportation ai pulp wood
from the Dominion alter April 3 oth next.

Our advice ta the Michigan m1ii! awntrs is ta
follow the example ai one or two af their con-
freres and establisb rnills on the Ontaria side ai
Lakt: Huron. They need bave littie hope ai ever
again being permitted ta raft their logs acrass
the water.

PREIGHT RATES ON CEDAR.
MEEseCerras ta be much dissatisiaction among

the Itîmber merchants of Ontario owing ta wvbat
is claimed ta bc unjust discrimination against
ccdar timber products in the matter ai freight
rates. The railiray campanies, for sorte reason
knowvn only ta theniselves, charge a cansiderably
bigber irate on cedar praducts than an ather
classes af timber.

We are advised by Ntr. E. Tiffin, general freight
agent ai tht C. P. R., that on this raad tht rate
on camnion lumber %vould caver sbipments aof
cedar humber, but that cedar ties, or timber, are
carried only under special arrangements. Tht
Grand Trunk Raiiway, it would seem, charge a
higher rate on cedar lunîber as wveh1 as on ties,
pasts and timber than that wbicb is applied ta
othet timber products. The publishers ai this
journal, desiring ta give the Grand Tr-unk author-
ities an oppartunity ta explain their position,
wrotc the follawing communication :

Gencral Freigh'. Agent, TrO.;OJIn.r 8h go

G.T.R.. Torontc.
Dauut SIg,-Sonlc af the tumberincn ai Ontario have

reported t0 ti-, that yoir caompanty apply a highcr rate ar

freiglît on ccdar products, surit ais tumber. ties,
etc., itan is ciîarged on otiier chastes of timber proeu
itiso that no rate on such cedar products is quoted là,
tarif! corcutara. Defore makiug aun ..onimeni on tih..
jeci, %ve wuu..l be plca!àed ta haie ysaur '.iews as .
corre&Ltnchab or otherwise of iiese reportfi, and if' ( c>

ta Itara on whist graund such iîigh frcight raiesc&
-charged.

Yolîrs respecifutly,

Belowv is the repiy af the Grand TrunkU
way :

TORtONTO, January 24th. înoo.
Gent lemen,-Replying Io your Lrvor of the iSth il

i is correct titat wc do flot carry cedar at thet ue
rate. OuSr rates on tumber arc a!. pubtiblhed in our lue
tarifl's train urne te time ;aut rates on cedar are ot.. io
ciass tarif' rates.

Trusting that the above supplies you fuliy wilh the*
formnation you require, wve remain,

Yours sincerely,
IL. WHITE,

Divisionat Freight Agent
It will b.- oserved bavn non-committal is 1

White in eis rep!y. He does not attempt tagive,
explanation aitbe discrimination againet ce
but zonfines bis remarks practicaliy ta tbe ctat
ment that sucb discrimination exists. ThePo
whicb the writer and the lumbermeai gentr
would like to bave explained is the basis afr
culation wvbicb places a bigher rate an cedar th
an ather timber praduets.

While the trade in cedar products is thi
bandicappedt by ex.orbitant rates, it aiso sufi
from the absence of any definite rate as furnis
by the raiiraad tariffs. Nonie af the lumi
tariff circulars issuied by the Grand Trunk
way since Navember i st last, sa we are informe
have deigned ta quote a rate an cedar produc
The resuit af this is that a manufacturer
shipper must comînunicate witb the districet freig
agent or sorte other bigb official and ask to
furnisbed wvtb the rate for a certain bau!.M
usualiy requires several days, and the prosx
tive custamer is kept wvaiting in the meantiu
wvhen be may bave secured bis requiremer
elseiwbere.

One or two instances migbt bc given ari
discrimination referred ta. A rate wvas receni
asked an cedar pales; fromn tbe Owen Soundd
trict ta a pointw~here tbe lumber rate is now i
cents. Tbe reply was that 14 cents wvas L
best rate that could be given. From Wiarton
Toronto the rate on ardinary lumber is 73.% cenl
while that quated on cedar lumber, posts arti
ber is usually about 12 cents, and in the sa
proportioan ta other points on the road.

Tbis palicy ai the railraad campanies bas
appearance af caercion, and is undoubtedly
injustice ta the lur ber trade wvbich should
remedied if possible. It is likewise a bards
ta the fariner, wba, for instance, requires a
ai cedar posts, ta be*compelied ta pay such
ceedingly bigb rates on this species of woodp
ducts. Nov that the railway companies ha
advanced their rates generally in proportion
their views ai the prasperity prevaiiing in
lumber trnde, surely lumber manulacturers ha
reason ta expect a just schedule on ail tira
products of common quality. It is signifi
that the railway companies arc large cansum
ai cedar, but on this point we wvilI deler an
pression of opinion until the railraad campan
aire given an appartunity ta explain their poli

In the ineantime, we invite corre-spondence
this subject fromn lumber manufacturers
shippers.
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