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Calendar for the Week.

April 20—Final office.

21—8. Anselm, Bishop and Doctor,

22—88. Botor and Calue, Popes and
Martyrs,

23—Third Bnndny after Zaster,
Patronago of 8 Joscph.

24—8. Fidolis o S8igmaringn, Martyr.

26—8, Mark, Fvangelist.

26—88. Clotusand Marcellinus,Popos
Martyrs,

Philosophical Talks,

THE KINGDOM OF CONSCIENCE.

Wo have been considw~ed rash and
almost irreverent for having attempted
to question and contradict Tennyson's
principle of love; though we gave
divine anthority for doing so. At the
risk of buing condemned as heretical
w6 ars now going to improve on
Shakespears! He makes his hero
Hamlet say:

** Conaclenoo does make cowards of us alL.”
We say, conscience does make Kings
of many, and consctenco should make
horoes of us all. The othical prinei-
ples of poets are not always the
soundest moral proverbs. The words
of Shakespeare's hero are too often
made the lame and impotent excuse
for moral cowardice. Conscience is
King in the realm of Ethics, ard we
ara going to say s word of this King's
realm and rule.

Horace said that, in irying to be
brief, he became obscure. Wo fear
we are sometimes like Horace. In
trying to talk little and say much, we
have to be occasionally techuical, and
may not be alwevs clear. This time
wo shall be somewhat discursive. We
will take our hearers on a philosophical
walk to the Kingdom of Conscience to
so: the King in his home. Conscience
ig ulways at home, as its home is the
head and heart of man. It may seem
from this that Conscience has two
homes, but we shall find that these
two are one. First, then, let us call
on Cop: ience at its home in the
head. Here it will receive us kindly,
calaly, correctly, dispassionately, for
here 't holds ity cours as judge of its
lawful subjects.

The conscience of the head consi-
dera general principles and universel
laws. It has not to go far tc look for
these laws, it bus cnly to take down
its own books, to tumm over its own
tablets. The writng may be old, it
may be e~.aewhat obscured by tiree;
and, like an old palimpsest, it may be
buried in oiber wriing that circum-
gtances and surroundings, and preju-
dice, and early education or life-long
sction hrve written wupon it—but
there it is, wntten in indelible ink,
and wntten by the hand of God.
The first act of consciencs i8 conscrous-
ness ; it reads the record of itself, and
of its Maker, aud of the relations
vetween both. It sees and knows
from this record that man 18 a

oroature, that o creature essentially
deponds vn his Oreator ; that an in-
telligont oveature who knows this de-
pendonce is bound to acknowledge it
socording to his nature, and that a
oroature composed of body and soul is
bound to submit both to God.

Here comgs in the beginning and
esgonco of all odligation. The con-
sgienoe of the head knows not ey ;
its werd is ouglit or must; and the
reason is this : The conscicnco of the
head is tho intolleot, the intelligenco :
tho intellect secing and knowing the
priociples and first causes of things.
Tho firet causes in tho mental and
motval order are the efficient and final
—the whenco and the winther, The
ictelleot can know its origin and its
end: it is bound to sot according to
its nature, and its nature is to know.
Knowing its last end it is bound to
turn 1ts natural, tendency towards
that end: its natural tendenoy is
towards trath, for univcrsal truth is
its natural object: its nature is im-
mortal ; its adequate object must be
aternal, and so the conscience of the
head naturally and necessarily turn
towards universal, external truth and
good, and says: I must attain that
end ; therefore I must use the neces-
sary means to attain it—avoidevil and
do good.

But here the conscience of tho
head must leave its judgment eeat and
come down to its home in the heart.
The conscience of the head gees and
knows; the conscience of the heart
acts. The conssienco of the head
gives general principles and universal
lawa: the conscience of the henrt
draws conclusions and applies them
to practical conduct. The conscienco
of the head is in itself, and in its own
realm, always csriain, correct, imper-
ative; the consoience of the heart
may be uncertain, erronecus, doubt-
ful, wrong. Tho conscience of the
head is necessitsled in its sotion ; the
consoience of the heart is free,

We shall understand all thego
apparent contradiotions if we just
follow the conscience from its hotae
in the head to its home in the heart,
The two homes are one; the two con-
soiences are, of course, also cne; but
becauee there is a twofold act we
speak of a twofold agent. Well, when
the conscience leaves its home in the
head, it leaves mere general prinei-
ples and universal.laws that it can
easily seo, that it must sce by simply
reading the writing written on itself.
But on its way to its home in the
heart it has to encounter prejudices
and passions; and when it gets to its
home in the heart, the first thing it
has to do is to come to particulsr and
praotical conclusions. There can be
no conclusion without a council, so
the zonscience of the head holds
council with the conscience of the
heart. The conscience of the head
rises and reads from its roll of general
principles. 1t says, for instance: we
must attain our end ; we must observe
order; we must do unto others as we
wish others to do unto us. All very
well, eaya the consciance of the haart,
jumping to its feet ; but the question
is: Where is this snd; what is this
order ; and who is this other, and
what good has he ever done me?
Hero begins the warfare that makes

man's lifo and merit and glory upon
earth—the confliot botween prineiple
and practice; duty and plensure,
temporal and etornal. The viotory is
gained only when and where the con-
goionco of the head is King and com-
mander of tho heart.

The consocience of tho head must be
espooinlly caroful of those it encoun-
tors on 1ts way to tue heart; they are,
for the most part, ecnomies. Prejudico
18 an onemy, passion is au onemy;
doubt is not always a friond, and even
probability is to bo treatod cautionsly.
If consoience would be King, prejudice
must be cast out, passion must be
conquered, doubt must be brought to
terms, and probability 18 to bo taken
into council only when it is such as o
wise and pradent King would practi.
cully accopt as a pledge for his crown.
When the conscienco is thus enthroned
in the palace of the heari, we may
salute it as King in its lawful Kingdom,
and resolve, as we retire, that such
shall our conscience bo.

One thing more we may do when
we get home; we wmay propose a
toast, and our toast shall be wbat
Cardinal Newman suggests—to the
King of the head and heart—our con-
soience. But let us remember, oven
when drinking this toast, that con.
soience is King of head and heart only
while God, the searcher of hearls, is
King of conscience.

Our Politios.

In another column will be found &
letter from-an esteemed correspondent
who thinks that we deserve the stric-
ture passed upon us by United Canada
in its issue of the 8th instant which
we also publish,

Thut our silence should be inter-
preted to mean conservatism, cowar-
dice, or liberalism is due to the
anxiety of those who would wish us to
be more political. That the late
episode was not sufficient to move us
either to one side or the other need
not disappoint our friends or fill our
adversaries with surprise. Ourarticles
exprossed quite clearly nll that we felt
upon the subject. When we con.
demned the spcech our condemnetion
carried with it the condemnation of
any party or set of men who, by their
vote or otherwise, might condone such
lanyuage. The men in the whole
business that we have most respect
for are the men who broke from the
Conservative party and condemned, by
their vote, the speech of Mr. Wallace.
Buat what political capital is going to
be made out of it? We think that
both our contemporary and our cor-
respondent had better drop the sub-
ject. So far as Catholics are con.
cerned, it il becomes us to attack
one another. Our strength lies not in
criticaldisunion but charitable union—
a state of affairs which Catholie
journals cannot bring about so well as
others.

As to United Canada, we dechine
with thanks the badge it offers ; for.it
was woven in bad temper and present-
ed with bad grace. There is a time to
spesk and a time to be silent, and
out silence a8 to those who voted with
Mr.Fosterarises neither from approval
of the Conservatives nor from admira-
tion of the Grits.

Mr. MoCarthy.

Mr. Dalton MoCarthy, tho loader of
tho party of two, the would bo saviour
of Conada, bas spoker. al last, and the
two million Catholics who compriso
nearly hall the population of this
country bnave beon given to under-
stand that tho oracle of Simcoo has
docided hencoforth their influencd in
Canadian politios must cease. It was
o strange speotacle. A man whom
shaliow fanatioiem lhas unfitted for a
place in either of the great historical
parties of his country, strives to sail
into o position of prominence on n
tidal wave of bigotry. As faithful and
penceful citizens of Canads, we must
deplore tho fact that a man with tho
intelleotual gifis of Mr. MoCarthy
sheuld become a brand of dissension
in this mixed community, but still we
foel that there is nothing for Catholics
to fear.

Fenr! Wherefore should the Catholio
Church in Canada or olsowhere fear .
the attacks of such men? Tho Ship
of Peter hes weathered the storms of
the centuries, and in Canada the puny
wavelets which such men as MeCarthy
can conjure up cannot displace a nail
in the old bark. Vs are no strangors
here in Canada, as theso meon strive to
show. This country was digcovered
and settled, yes and maintained as
British soil by Catholics, when the
Protestants of the coatinent were
throwing off Enghsh dominion 1n the

| country to the south, In Manitoba

and the North west, Catholics wers
‘ho pionacrs. They were living there,
good citizens, educating their children
according to oconscience, when Pro-
testant settlers camo to take up land.
Did these Cotholics attempt to force
upon their neighbours a system which
their consmences would nct allow
them to accept? No! that achiove-
ment was reserved for those advocates
of * Bntish fair play” end * BEqusal
Rights,” of which Messrs. McOarthy
and O'Brien are the prasent apostles.

At present we Catholics comprise
nearly one half the population of this
country., Iu every station of life, in
the councils and ranks of both poli-
tical parties, Catholios are found work-
ing with their fellow-citizens for the
advancement of the country. We are
told that we possess undue influence;
this, too, when statistics show that on
account of the liberality of Catholics
and the prejudice of many Protestant
constituencies we have not by any
means our proper proportion of mem-
bers in the Dominion Parhiament,
But the example of tolerance set by
Montreal and other places has not
been lost. Even in Ontario ¢ Third
Parties” have not beon very success-
ful, and Mr. McCarthy would do well
to make a pigrimage to the guiet
grave np * Salt Creek,” where lie the
bones of the party of ¢ Equal Riglus,”
buried there five years ape. Galvanize

theso old bones if you will, Mr. Me-
Carthy; dress ihem up in the flaunt-
ing colors of bigotry, and manipulate
them before your audiences; soms
will be amused and others duped for a
while, but tne pablic wiil soon per-
ceive the odor of the grave and bury
the old skeleion once more as a public
nuisance.

Padre Denza, the well-Laoowa astronomer
and chief of the Vatican observatory. has
been clectod prosidont of the Ruman acad-
emy known a3 the Novi of Linccl.



