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Philesophical Taike.

TUE RINOD0O» OF CONSCIENCE.

WVa bave boon considc-ed rash aud
almoit irreverent for having attempted
to question and contradiot Tonnyson's
prinoîple of love; thougli we gave
divine authority for doing se. At the
risk of bding condemned as beretical
we are now going te improve on
Shake8pearet He moas bis liera
Hamiot Say :

..Conadenoe doc mùo cowatde ci us &IL»
We gays conscieonce dos make Rings
of mz±ny, and conscience ahould make
hormes ef us ail. The ethical princi.
pies ef pose are not always the
aoundost moral proverbe. The words
of Shakeepeare's limo are tee often
made the lame and impotent excuse
for moral cowardice. Conscience is
Ring in the rosie of Ethios, aud we
ara gaing ta say a word of this King'a
realm and rale.

Horace Sail that, in trying to, ha
brief, he boosme obspure. IVe toar
we are sometimee like, Horace. lu
trying te taik little and sav muoh, wa
have te be occasionally techical, sud
may not be alw'rvs clear. This time
we shaei osounewbat discur-sive. We
will take our hRarers on a philosophical
waik te the Xingdomn ef Conscience ta
Set the Ring in his home. Conscience
ïs tolways at home, as its home is the
hbada aud beart ef man. It may seem
fram tbis that Conscience has twa
homes, but sve shall find t.hat these
twe are ane. First, dhon, let us cali
on Ganl -ence at its home in the
head. Hare it will receive us kindly,
calmuly, correctly, dispssionately, for
bore ' t holds itc cour& as judge of its
lawful subject.s.

The conscience of the head censi-
dors goerai prinaiples and universal,
laws. Il has netta goLfr telook for
thesa laws, it bas cnly te tale down
its own books, ta turn over its ewn
taliets. The writing msy ha aid, il
may ho Pn-.ewbat obscured by ime;-
snd, liks an aid palimpsest, it may ha
buried in &Lher wrzting that circum-
stanrces and surreundinge, sud preju-
dice, and early education or lite-long
action hrva written upan iL-but
there je. ie, wriee.en in indeliblo iuk,
snd wrîttjn by the band of Lied.
The first act ef conscience us conscoua-
ne.e ; it reade the record af itzelf, and
of ILe Maker, ansd ot the relations
tietween bath. It sues aud knows
from. tis record that man 1s a

arcature, that a cu-oturuesoson tially
doeode u~n hie Crceter; thiat an lu-
tohligout arcature who knows this de-
pendonco je bound te scknowledgo it
according te hie nature , sud that a
ac-oture cempoed et body aud seul ie
bound ta submit both te Lied.

le campe in the bogiuuing aud
essence et ail obligations The cen-
science et tbo huad knows net tucy ;
its wcrd is ougt au- must; aud the
rtauon je tues: Tho conscience et tho
bead je the intellect, the intelligence:
tho intellect soeiug sud knewing the
principles sud tirst causes et thinge.
Tho firat causes in the mental and
moral order are the efficient snd final
-the whonco aud the whither. Tho
irtellect cau know its engin snd its
end: it is honnd tu set acording te
iLe nature, snd ite nature je te know.
Euowiug it.e lust end iL je bound to
turn its naturai, tendency towards
that end: its natural tendenoy is
towards tu-uth, fer universal truth le
its naturel abject: ils nature is ie-
martel; its adequato abject must be
eterual, ana se the conscience af the
heia naturally sud noeosauily humn
towards universel, external truti sud
geod, sud ssys: I muet attain that
end; thorefoeo I must us the noces-
sary means ta attain it-avoid evil sud
do goed.

But bore tho conscience et tha
bia must leave its judgmeut seat snd
coma down ta ils home in the hart.
The conscience et the head sees sud
kuows; the conscience et the beau-t
aots. The conscience et tho hond
gives general principles sud univarsai
laws: the conscience et tho beau-t
dlràws conclusions sud appiies tbem,
te practical conduct. The conscience
ef tho beadl is in itself, aud in its ewn
rolin, siways ertain, correct, imper-
ative; the conscience et the heart
may ba uncertain, erroncous, doubt-
fui, wroug. The conscience et the
bosd je nacessitated in its action; the
conscience et tha beau-t je free.

WVe shall uuderatand ail theze
apparent contradictions if wa jupt
foilew the conscience tram its homae
in the beada te its bome in the beort.
The twa homes are ane; the hwe con-
sciences are, et course, aise eue; but
because thora àe a tweteld set we
Speak et a twotoid agent. Wall, whou
the conscience leaves its home in the
bond, it leaves more general princi-
pies sud universal. lame that it eau
aasiiy Seo, tbat it muet Ss by simply
realing the writing written ou itseit.
But en its way te iLs home in the
boart it bas taenocounter pu-judices
sud passions; sud when it gats te its
home in the beau-rt, the first tbing iL
bas te de ie te coma ta particular sud
practical conclusions. Thora can ha
ne conclusion without a ceonnaît se
the zonscience eft lahe bad holds
couxacil witi the conscience et the
heart. The conscience et t'ee head
rises sud reads from its rail of ganerai
pruncipies. It gays, for instance. we
muet attain aur end ; wa muet observa
order; we must dIo unte othere as we
wisb others te do unto us. AI] vary
well, Bays the cousciance et the haart,
jumping to its feet ; but tho question
is : Wbere is tbis nd ; what je thie
ou-don; sud wbo je; ibis other, sud
wbat gooa bas he Aveu- doua me?7
Heu-o begins the wartare that m&kee

man'e lite and menit aud glory upen
earth-the caufiot betwean principlo
snd praotice ; duty sud pleneure,
temporal and otornal. The vicory le
gainod only whon aud wlîere the con-
science et the hoad ie King and coin-
mander ci the hauts

The consoience et the besa muet bo
espeoiaily cau-ciel et those iL oncoun-
tors an iLe way te tueo heart; they are,
for the meet part, euoînies. Prejudico
ta an euumy, passion is au oemy;
daubt îs net always a friend, sud aveu
prabability je La bo treated oautiaîusly.
If consocce woau oing, prejudico
must ho casL eut, passion muet ha
cauquerod, doubt muet ha bu-nuglt ta
Ltu-me, and probability a te ho talion
into coaiol only when iL ie sucli as a
wise and prudent Ring wauld pu-acti.
calIZ' acopt as a pledge fer bis crown.
When the conscience je thus onthronod
in tue palace et tho heart, we may
saite it as Ring in its iawful Kingdom,
snd resolva, as wa retire, that suob
ohail eur conscience ho.

One tbîng mare we may do wben
we get home;- we may propose a
toast, aud our toast saoi be what
cardinal Newman suggests-te the
Ring ai the head and heart--our con-
science. But let us remembor, aven
when drinking tbis toast, that con-
science is Ring ai head sud haart only
while Lied, the sarcher of hearts, ie
Ring et conscienco.

Our' Politios.

Iu suother columu will be found a
letter from-an esteemed correspondent
who thinks that we doserve the strie-
titre passe upon us by United Canada
in its issue et the 8Lh instant wbioh
we aIse publieli.

Thst aur silence aboula ha inter-
preted te mean conservatiom, cowar-
dico, or iiberslismn is due te the
anxiety et those who wouid wish us to
ho more political. Thit the lato
episode was net sufficient temovo us
cither te eneaside or the other nead
net disappoint aur friende or fili aur
adversariee witb surprise. Our articles
exproee quite cleariy aIl that we fait
upon the subjeot. When wa con-
demned the speech aur condamnation
carried witi iL the condamnation et
sny party or set ef mon wbo, by their
voe or atberwisa, maight condone sucb
lan"nage. The mon in the whole
business that wo have moast respect
fer are the mon who broke tram the
Consorvativa party aud cendemned, by
thoir vetf, the speech et Mr. Wallace.
But wliat politicai capital le gaing te
be made aut et it ? We tbink that
bath aur contemporary and aur cor-
respondent ha botter drap the euh-
ject. Se far a Catholiosi are con-
cerned, it ili btcMMtB US tO attuki
eue another. Onu- strength lies net in
criticaidisunion but charitable union-
a state et affaira which Catholia
jarais cannot bring about se weil as
others.

As te Ulit ted Canada, we decîmne
with thanke the badge it effara ; foxe it
was waven iu bad tompor and prosent-
ed with bad grace. TLtre is a time ta
Speaak sud a time to e osuent, and
aur silence s te those whîe voted with
Mr. Fester arises noithor froro appu-evai
af the Consarvativos uer from admira-
tien of thbe Glite.

Mr'. Mocartby.

Mr-. Dalton McCartiy, te leader et
tho party et twe, tho wnuld ho savieur
ef Canada, Lasl ipekL at lset, Osud tho
two million Cathalins whîe comprise
nearly haifthLe population et tuas
ountr-y bave licou given ta under-
stand that tLe eu-aoie et Simucoo bas
doeidcd hencoforth tlîoir iufluioncd in
Canadian pelitios muet came. IL was
a strange Spectacle. A man wbem
ehaliow fanatîciein lias unfitted for a
place in oither et tho gu-cat luistonical
parties of hie country, stu-ivos to sait
inte a position et prominenco on a
tidal wave et bigatry. Ag faithtuî sud
peacotul citizene et Canada, wo muet
doplore tho tact that a man witlî tho
inteloctual gifla et Mu-. iNoCarthy
ebauid becomo a brnnd et dissension
in this mixedl cemmunity, but etili we
feel that Vtinuothing for Cathehîce
te fean.

Fonu-! Wbeu-efare ehcauîd the Catiiolia
Church in Canada au- olsowbere fear
the attache et suci mon 2 Tho Sbip
et Pater bas reatheu-ed tho aLarmas et
tho ceuturies, and in Canada thet puuy
wavebots wbicb Sncb mcii as MoCarthy
on conjure up canet diepiace a nail

ini the aId bau-k. WVe are ne stu-angere
hou-e in Canada, as theso mon stu-iva te
show. Thtis country wss digcevered
snd settlod, yes sud maintaiued ns
British soil b7 Cathelics, wluen the
Protestants et the continent were
thu-owing off Engliei dominion un the
country te the south, In. Manitoba
aud the North west, Catholios wora
'-ho pionecrs. They were living thora,
gond citizeus, oducatiug thecir childu-en
according ta conscience, whren Pro-
testant settlera came te take up lands
Did these Cathalies attexnpt te force
upon their neigibours a 8stem wib
their consciences would nGt shlow
thorm te accopt ? Nol tiîat achieva-
ment was u-eruved for those advocates
cis Breiti fait ptay", and il qui
Rigbts,- et wbîch Mesars. Mecartby
sud O'Brien are the proent aposties.

At preoet we Catholios comprise
nearly ane hait the population et this
coutr-y. In aveu-y station et lite, in
the councile sud ranks ot bath poli.
tical parties, Catholics au-o tound work-
iug with their feilow-citizeus for tic
sdvancemeut et the countr-y. We are
tala that we possaes undue influence;
this, tee, wben statisties show that on
account et the liberality et Cathehics
aud the prejudice et many Protestant
censtitueucies we bave net by auy
means our pu-oper proeportion of memn-
bers in the Dominion Panlîsment.
But the example eftLoieranca set by
Moutreal sud other places bas net
beau lost. Evon iu Ontario4 'Tbird.
Parties"have net beon very succees-
fui, sud Mr. McCarr.hy wau!d do well
ta make a pilgu-umage te the quiet
grava np "4Sait Creeli," where lie the
boues et the party et IlEquai Biglirs,"
buried lie-e five yeara agr,. Gaivanizo
thesa aid bonos it yau wili, Mr. Mo-
Cartby; du-ose Lbemn up in the flaunt-
mng colons et bigotry,anud manipulate
thom bfore your audiences ; semae
wWl ho amused sud otiers duped for a
wbdle, but tue p.ublic will soon par-
ceivo the odor et the grave aud bury
te oad skaeoan once mou-e as a public

nuisance.
Padre Deaza, the well-known antronoecr

and chiaif ethe Vatican observatosy. bas
been electod preaident ef the Rumau acad-
eaîy kuewn mo the N~ovi of Lineci.


