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there is stili a locus poenitentioe, in the need of a further exertion
of the will te complete the crime."

ln fact literai adherenc.e te the ruie suggested wouid probably
prevent punishment in mSet cases eharged as attempts, sinne the
final act before cemplete succesa witl seldom be acconmplished with-
eut success foliowing. Most decided cases of attecmpt, it ivili be
found, are far frein being the last before complete success.

The saime general doctrine hias been put in other forme. Thug
it lias been laid down. that to 1e -a punishable atternpt the defen-
dant's act, unless interrupted by natural causes eutsÎde his cou-
trot, should, neessarily resuit in the criminal, aet. "trufless the
transaction had been interrupted as it was, the prisoner would
have actually carried away the meat. " (Blackburn, J., in R. v.
Cheesernait, 31 L....89, 90 (supra).

But this arbitrary mule.nmust aise be dismissed. Indeed, ail the
cases where a man is putnisheè for attempt, though hie mepented
and gave up his project befere success are opposed te the pro-
posed test. See, for example, Reg. v. Goddman, 22 U.C.C.P. 338.

A. was chamged with attempting te set fire te a building, a
dwelling house, and B. with inciting and hiring hizn te commit
the oifence.

Under B. 's directions, A. had arranged and placed pieces of
blanket saturated with ceai oil against th-le doors and aides of the
lieuse, had lighted a match, which. lie held in his flngers titi it
was burning weli, and had thon put the light down close te the

ï, aaturated blanket with the intention of setting the heuse on flre;
but just before the fiame touchied the blanket the light went eut,
and hie threw the match away withouit making any further
attempt. It was hield that the attenîpt waa complete.

Hagarty, C.J., said: "The fact of Waters going away, or
î cesin furheractin aterthe match went eut (net by any

&et er will of his) seems te put the matter juet as if lie had been
interrupted, or was seized by a peace efficer at the moment.
It seems te me the attempt was complete, as an attempt, at

that moment, and ne change of mind or intentbien on prisener 's


