
JOHN WILLIAM SMITH-SKETCH 0F suis LIFE.

As a law lecturer, Mr. 'Smith won great'
distinction. Il He had a great talent,"
says one of lis biographers, Ilfor coin-
nsunicating elementary information ; and
even the most ignorant and stolid of his
listeners could scarcely avoid understand-
ing his simple and lucid explanations of
legal principles." One series of bis lec-
tures on IlContracts " was published
after his death, and thougli neyer de -
signed nor prepared for publication,
they may be justly iegarded as models
of a lucid and concise exposition of the
subject.

lis I eading Cases " was, however,
the key that opened the gate to fortune,
andi business began to come' to him. The
leaders of the Oxford circuit took every
occasion to name hlm as arbitrator when
the more important cases at the assizes
were agreed to be se disposed of, and ho
invariably gave tbe higlhest satisfaction
to both parties. Shortly, ho ruade bis
way to a large and important junior busi-
ness on circuit, and Ilfow cases of great
importance were tried in which Mr. Smith
was not early engaged, and the entire
conduet of the cause, up to the hour of
trial, confidently intrusted to bis masterly
management.' Mr. Warren prouounced
him, without exception, one of the ablest
pleaders that he ever came in contact
with. Hie seldom used precedents (often
observing that "lno mon who understood
his bnsiness needed them, except in very
special occasions ") ; but he seldom erred
even in mnerely forunal matters, while he
was quick to detect any inaccuracy on
the part of bis opponent. 0f bis manner
in court Mr. Warren says " lWhen ho
rose to speak bis mannor was for-mal and
solemn, evon to a degree of eccentricity,
calculated to provoke a smilo from the
hearers. His voice was rather loud and
bard, bis features wero inflexible, bis
utterance was exceedingly deliberate, and
his languago preciso and elaborato. lis
motions wore very slight, andi, such as ho
had, ungraceful ; for ho would stand with
bis right arm a littie raised and bis hand
hanging down passively by bis side for
a long timo together, except when a slight
verbal motion appeared-he the while un-
conscieus of the indication-to show that
ho was uttering what be considered very
inaterial." iBut bis great ambition was to
have a first-class pleading business, and se
rapidly was it gratiflcd that in 1843 ho

was compelled to rosign bis lectureship at
the Law Institute.

is success was, however, bis destruc-
tion, for bis unflagging devotion to
business uudermined a constitution neyer
very vigorous, and consumptioni set in.

During the last tbreo or four years of
bis life ho was rarely in bcd bofore twe
and sometimes threo, and oven four
o'clock, hiaving, novertheless, to be at
Westminster or Guildhall by half.past nine
or, ton in the morning.

In 1844 bis physician prononced his
disease incurable, and that bis death was
only a matter of months, but he never
flagged in bis attention to business. In
1845 ho went to the spring circuit, being
retained in sonse of tho heaviest causes.
In July ho appeared for Vlc last tinie iii
the court of Exchequer, and ho remarked,
to a friend, afterward, IlThe j udges mnust>
have thought me talking great nonsense ;
I was se weak that it was with very greati
difficulty I could keep front dropping
down, for my legs trembled under me al
the timie violently, and now and thon I,
iseemed to lose sight ofthejudges." Yet,
thero was no failing cf the mind, and bis
argument on the occasion was Il dis-
tinguishied by bis usual accuracy, clearness
and force of reasoning." A couple of
months later-weaker and near tlic end

-ho saîd, "I have noue ta thank but
myseif ; I have killed myseif by going,
tho last circuit, but I could flot resisti
somes tempting briefs which awaited me."'
But even thon ho qvould work, though un-
able te sit up ; and ho worked ovor bis
briofs, cases aud pleadings with an atten-
tien and dovotion that could have corne
from nothing but love for the labor. Even
on the mnorning of bis death when, as ho
said, ho beard "lstrange human voicos,
speaking te him intelligibly," hie dictated
4c net only an appropriate, but a correct-
and able opinion on a case cf censiderable,
difficulty." But the wasted lamp could net
longer held eut te humn, and on tho 1 7th cf
December, 1845, in the thirty-seventh
year cf bis age, John William Smith died.
It was bis desire te ho buried in tho little
burying ground of the Temple Church, but
the Bouchers, thougli auxieus te, fulfil his
wish, could net comply, aud ho was inter-
red at Kensal Green. A littlo stone at
the head cf the grave gives bis nane, age,
and profession, and the day cf bis death.
A more pretentious tablet cf white Inarble,.
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