1t e My Davis b at. v, B, ¥oti i 4y,

-

alter, and ' the end s undarstood to boupon

_geompromise, or concession of some Kkind to
gieore the netessary majority, One oo see in
te probuble confiist of optaien almost inevitahle
M tge gonlict of interests, in the possibility of
sombtuations to seoure results opersting unjustly
yowards eertain municipalities vutside sueh
gombinations, and in other difficulties that sur-
sound the suhject, suggesting obstacles to a just
dealsion. o good reason for an appesl to some
{ndependent tribunal, beyond the yeaoh of irre-
lgr influennes ; and. economy being an ohject,
the County Judge was doubtless seleated and
smpiwered to decide, and bowever distasteful
the duty, I must admit & right of appeal svems
peepssary under the present system of equaliza-
tlon. .

For yeors past it would aj pear thatno uniform
cour.e has been taken iu respect to most of the
municipnlities in the County. 1 gpeak from a
onreful unslysis 1 made of the apportionment by
the Co anty Council since 1881, exhibiting the pro-
portion in ench ) ear both of nggregute valuations,
and of the county rates in respect to each and
every municipality in the County. I sought in
vain for scme clue therein to an apportionment,
but could find none,

And now, after more than ten days of inees.
sant 1abor in examining (e asgessment for tha
Cousty and preparing tables ther from and other
work of the kind to nsslst me in reavoning »pun
the facts and figurcs before me, 1 have not en-
tirely satlefied myself in the result arrived st
and T scarcely hope to saticfy the municipalities
affented, Yut 1 know that what 1 have prepared
approsimates to & just equalized value for the
whole County, and I think that whenever a ve.
liable nescssment is mnde of the whole County
by persons acting on uniform principles and not
eubject to irregular influences o2 logal direction,
aud with reasunable time for the work to be
done, the figures I now present will, to o great
extert, be justified.

In going over the wark I found in the paper
on which the County Council ncted in equalizing
many crrors it addition, ranging frow oue doliny

. upwnrds, and in one cose anerror of no less than
ono hundred thousnnit doilars, Thess of course
-1 et right. .

The whole valus for the County as equalized
by e will be found incrensed from $11,703,285
to $14,800.730.86—nnd that is o valuntion far
under its veal worth 1 ineline to think, but did not
gonsilor T weuld be justiied, as the matter stutndd
before e, in raising it beyoud the preseut
fgore, .

The County Clerk, neonrding to tho direction
of the Reoeves, has furnished me with all the

seturng 1 oalled for, tabled from the public
docuwents in his oustody and he gave me sowme
assistance in diseovering where some of the
errors i addition veferred to were,

1 believe n new rate may with facility be struck
apan the figures I give, aud I have spaved no
poins to work out sll us fully in detail as is
poasible in minute and somplex calouintions.

Arvived at tha close of s distastelul and very
oherous duty, 1 have at least the consvlation
af knowlng that the municipalities are saved &
heavy outlay in the course that was tuken; and
us respects the payment for my labours in this

proteacted entjuiry there cerininly is much work
iven for n stoall sum of money—cight or nine
ollars being 11l the Govérnment will reeeive in
stamps ag'an equivalent for my services in this
mattoe of appenl,

LOWER CANADA REFORTS.

INSOLVENCY CASES,

Ix »m Hexry Davis ®r AL, Ixsonvexts w
F. Moin Br AL, Cuarmaxts,

el :=That the anliity deelared by paragraph 3 of sec-
tion & of then Ikolvent Aet of 1854 1% an abiolute nullity,
and u promiasory note given iu violation of the y.vavie
glong of sajd paragrgph is absolntely null and vaid ab
initio oven in the hm\(\s of & third party innoeent holder
before maturity.

{137, C. J. 18]

This with two other similar cases, A, Millny
and M. Camphell elaimunts, came befors the
gourt in appeal from the award of the Assignes
of the insoivent estate, James Court. rejecting

! the demand of the claimant, and denying his

right to yunk on the estate for ths promissory
note elnimed nn.

The faats of the care are as follows; About
the month of June, 1867, the inzolve, *= ahtnined
from James Muir of Montrenl, Mg necommodation

i note: in their favour for abont 312,000, he taking

from them nt the time the erdinary receipts
showing that they wers nccommodation notes.
About the 10th of January, 168, soven days
before the susignment by Davis. Welsh & Co.,
James Muir learning that they had suspended
payment, with & view to protect himself from
loss, 88 far na possible, on the above notes whioh
were still outstanding, oblained from them in ex-
change for tie receipts their notes made nod

l antedated to correspond exactly bath in amounts

and dates with the acoommodation notes for
which the receipts werc given and which had been
got by thew rom Muir in June previous.

Threg of the notes thus obtained by Mulr, of
about $2000 each, were transferred by him sans
recours to the three claimants in question, vis.,

{ B, Muir, &, Milloy, and M. Campbell, who were

at the time of the transfer his creditors, and ns
such took' the motes hy way of recurity for
antecedent debt but before their apparent matus
rity and without any (positive) knowledge of
their origlin.

8hortly after the transfer of the notes hy James
Muir, as above, he bimself became ingolvent,
Under these circumstnnees the holders of ths
recommetatisg potes got from him in June, and
which were still outstanding, eame in and ranked
on Muir's es:ate ns 1ankers of the notes and on
the estate of Davie, Welsh & Co., as the indors.
erz s and the holders of the notes got by James
Muir from the insolvents in January, 1808, hold-
ing them a8 oolluteral securlty sens recours did
not rank on James Muir's estate but filed thelr
clnims ngalunt tho estate of thoe insolvents s the
makers of these notes, Thelr right thus to ravk
fz what was contested by the contestants in this
case,

The groueds taken by the contestants were:

1. That the notes, being olearly given in vios
Intlon of parngraph § of section 8 of the insel.
vgut Act of 1864, were abaolutely null and vold
ab fnitio,




